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(Or,
As You've

Probably Never Heard
Them Before )




Introduction

In this presentation, we will examine,
compare and contrast (at a high level):

The three wilderness temptations of
Christ found in Matthew 4:1-11,




Topics of Examination

That the three wilderness
temptations of Christ,

are linked
together, that is: they are

correlated by content.




The First Temptation of Christ

Matt. 4:1-4 (NASB): 1 Then Jesus was
led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after
He had fasted forty days and forty

nights, He then became hungry. 3 And
the tempter came and said to Him, "If

You are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread.”

4 But He answered and said, "lt is
written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON
BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY
WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF
THE MOUTH OF GOD.""




The First Temptation of Christ

Christ’s stance: God must be first in
all things! | place my will under His. |
will not sin through self-sufficiency...




The Second Temptation of Christ

Matt. 4:5-7 (NASB): 5 Then the devil
took Him into the holy city and had
Him stand on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are
the Son of God, throw Yourself down:
for it is written, 'HE WILL COMMAND
HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU";

and 'ON {their} HANDS THEY WILL
BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL
NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST
A STONE.""

7 Jesus said to him, "On the other
hand, it is written, "YOU SHALL NOT
PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO
THE TEST.""




The Second Temptation of Christ

Christ’s stance: | will not test the Father
through presumption, even ifitis a
‘religious’ point. | will not manipulate His
actions. | trust His will for me!

" Note: the symbols of this particular temptation, specifically
the “holy city” and the “pinnacle of the temple” are extremely
iImportant. They show the ‘religiosity’ of the situation.




The Third Temptation of Christ

Matt. 4:8-11 (NASB): 8 Again, the deuvil
took Him to a very high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory; 9 and he said to
Him, "All these things | will give You, if
You fall down and worship me."

10 Then Jesus said to him, "Go,

Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD,
AND SERVE HIM ONLY."“ 11 Then the
devil left Him; and behold, angels
came and {began} to minister to Him.




The Third Temptation of Christ

Christ’s stance: You are not God, |
will not fall to idolatry. The Father
alone is God. His will includes a
blood atonement for sin — it is the
only way for man to be redeemed!




Select, Pertinent Statements of Mrs. Ellen G.
White, ‘Concerning the Three Temptations

had Satan been at work against the
government of God, and

... [Editor’s note: observe the following
three points] Appetite and passion, the love of the world and

" The Review
and Herald, Aug. 4 & 18, 1874, on the ‘First Temptation of Christ.” (1SM 280)
“Satan had, through his seductive power, led men through vain philosophy to
question and finally to disbelieve in divine revelation and the existence of
God... He flatters men with the pleasing fable that there is no rebellious foe,
no deadly enemy that they need to guard against, and that the existence of
a personal devil is all a fiction.” The Review and Herald, July 28, 1874, on
‘The Temptation of Christ.” (1SM 270)
“His anguish was not so much from enduring the pangs of hunger as from
His sense of the fearful result of the indulgence of appetite and passion
upon the race. He knew that appetite would be man's idol, and would lead
him to forget God, and would stand directly in the way of his salvation.” The
Review and Herald, August 18 and September 1, 1874, on the ‘Second
Temptation of Christ.” (1SM 284)




Introduced

Revelation 16:13-14, 16 (NASB): 13 And
| saw

16 And they
gathered them together to the place
which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.




Initial Details Concerning

These symbols are introduced in Rev. 12
and 13, verses 12:3ff, 13:1ff and
13:11-14ff, in the same order as Rev.

Yocbhtrast, the Great Commission found in
Matthew 28:18-20 (NASB) states that the
gospel is to be given to “make disciples of
all nations... in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you...”




Counter-parallels

The Father gives His authority to
the Son (Matt. 28:18, Jn. 5:26-27,
Dan. 7:13-14).

To worship the Son is to worship
the Father (Jn. 10:30, 14:9-11).

= Note: the dragon is the opposite end of the spectrum from the false
prophet. He wants no restraint (or law), while the false prophet
coerces obedience to a false law.




(the Antichrist of Rev. 13-14)
Counter-parallels - 1

The Son is the image of the Father (Heb.
1:1-3, Jn. 14:9).

The Son ministered with authority for three

and %z years, and then received what

appeared to be a mortal wound at the
crucifixion.




(the Antichrist of Rev. 13-14)
Counter-parallels - 2

The Son’s “mortal” wound was healed at
the resurrection, and He then ascended to
His Father in heaven (Jn. 20:17, Acts
1:9-11).

The Son lifts up and glorifies the Father
(Jn. 17:1, et al).

The Son keeps the law perfectly (Jn. 15:10).




Counter-

parallels

The Holy Spirit gently guides all to Christ (Jn.
15:26).

The Holy Spirit freely seals the servants of
Christ with the “seal of God” (the name of
Christ and the Father, representing their
characters) in their foreheads (Rev. 7:2-3,
14:1). This is a sign of eternal life to the sealed.




Summary Statement Concerning

. In that

(cf Rev. 17:12-14). That is,
they oppose the end-time gospel
given by the three angels of Rev.
14.6-11, since the three angels’
messages separate the world into
two groups, preparatory for
Christ’s coming (cf Rev. 14:1-5,14ft).
The preaching of each message
yields very different results.




the
Gospel in an End-time Setting

God gives them to the
world, at just the right time, to
counteract Satan’s unholy trinity and
their messages.

Recall that the three demons’
messages are directly oppositional to
the three angels’ messages.

























What This Means - 1




What This Means - 2




Next Steps

God has given us all the tools that
we need to stand, now and in the
future. | entreat you to recommit
yourself to God and His Christ, with
me, today. Dedicate yourself to

spending time — real, quality,
focused time with Him often. Bend
all your spiritual energies to
understanding His word. Prepare
and be ready, should He come
today!




