
COUNTYCOUNTY
DAILY LOCAL NEWSwww.dailylocal.com Monday, Nov. 10, 2008

A3

Today’s Obituaries
Obituaries appear on Page B4 for Anna V. Deputy,

Robert “Bob” J. Dilley, Erika S. Hornsleth, Carol Pur-

dy Kildea, Frances M. Kretchmer, Bernice Lillian Pin-

nick Matthews and Catherine S. Potter.

The Kennett Symphony received
$10,000 for regional marketing.

People’s Light & Theatre Company
received $15,000 for marketing a pro-
duction of “A Tale of Two Cities,” and
West Bradford Youth Athletics re-
ceived $15,000 for its third annual
Chester County Balloon Festival.

The West Chester Business Im-
provement District received $10,000
for its Main Streets program.

The grant funds are raised through
the 2 percent tax paid by visitors
who stay in hotels in the county.

Half the money goes to the bureau
to fund its activities and half goes to
nonprofits in the county that are en-
gaged in historic preservation or
tourism.

To contact staff writer Michael P.
Rellahan, send an e-mail to mrella-
han@dailylocal.com.

capital grant of $20,000 was given to
the Schuylkill River Heritage Center
for its visitors center. All the other
grants were for marketing and event
promotions.

The Brandywine Ballet received
$3,000 for marketing, and the
Chamber of Commerce of Greater
West Chester received $5,000 for
marketing the Old Fashioned Christ-
mas in West Chester.

The Chester County Conference &
Visitors Bureau received $10,000 to
promote the Brandywine Sampler
hotel package and its Main Streets
program.

Green Valleys Association at Welk-
inweir received $7,361 for marketing.

Historic Kennett Square received
$10,000 for Main Streets marketing
and for The Flash, a new venue for
live music.

27 to March 1 at the United Sports
Training center in West Bradford.
According to its Web site, more than
1,000 young gymnasts from Florida
to Massachusetts have signed up to
participate.

The event’s mission is “to aid
those affected by breast cancer and
to educate gymnasts about the pre-
vention, diagnosis and treatment of
this devastating disease,” according
to sports center owners Steve and
Louise Pancott.

“The Pink Invitational has, at the
very least, opened meaningful con-
versations with young athletes
about healthy lifestyles for all and
the pleasure of giving to others,”
they wrote on the event’s Web site.

The commissioners approved
$130,000 total in grants to 12 agen-
cies and organizations Thursday. A

By MICHAEL P. RELLAHAN
Staff Writer

WEST CHESTER — Psst! Keep it to
yourselves, but the Chester County
Commissioners like Pink.

No, not Pink, the edgy, female
singer of “Get The Party Started”
fame. Rather, Pink as in The Pink In-
vitational, an amateur gymnastics
event designed to educate young
women on breast cancer issues.

On Thursday, the commissioners
awarded a $15,000 marketing grant
to the event from the annual capital,
event and marketing grant fund of
the Chester County Conference &
Visitors Bureau Foundation.

The Pink Invitational was one of
three groups that received awards of
$15,000.

The event will be held from Feb.

County backs Pink Invitational
Amateur gymnastics event among 12 recipients of annual grants for tourism, historic preservation efforts

Council allocates $6,000 for infield tractor

By CHRIS BARBER
Special to the Local News

KENNETT SQUARE — Borough
Council unanimously agreed to help
fund a new infield-grooming tractor.

The action came after Kennett Area
Park and Recreation Board Director
Claire Finfrock described the sad con-
dition of a tractor that has been used
to cut the grass and groom the infield
at Pennock Park.

She told council she had priced new
and old tractors and concluded it
would be best to buy a new one for
$16,000. She said her board would
commit $10,000 to the purchase if
council would provide $6,000.

Councilman John Thomas was skep-
tical at first about the cost. “It’s a lot
of money for an infield,” he said.

But Councilman Jeff Darman took
Finfrock’s side. “We get the parks de-
partment for a pittance; (the tractor’s)
a priority for me,” he said.

Darman said Borough Manager
Brant Kucera will check if the $10,000
could be spread out over the 2008 and
2009 budgets.

Councilman Rich Pesce suggested
the tractor’s use — and its the expense
— might be shared with KAU Little
League, which oversees youth base-
ball.

Thomas later agreed that
if Finfrock could amass
more than $10,000, the
borough’s park and recre-
ation board would receive
the full $6,000 commit-
ment from the borough.

Councilwoman Jessie
Cocks was absent for the
vote and was excused to
work on the presidential
campaign.

In other business:
Council voted 6-1, with

Thomas dissenting, to ac-
cept a capital improvement plan built
and submitted by interim Borough
Manager Peter Marshall.

The plan outlines projects, such as a
public works garage, under considera-
tion by borough officials for the fu-
ture. It also attaches estimated costs
to these projects.

As he did at last month’s meeting,

Thomas said he would vote against
the plan because he believes the costs
are inflated.

“The concept is great, but the figures
are millions of dollars off. If it were

put (to a vote) without the
cost of the buildings, I
would vote for it in a heart-
beat,” he said.

But other council
members insisted the esti-
mates are only a starting
point, and that when the
projects ultimately go out
to bid, council can decide
then if it will accept the ex-
pense.

“I spoke to Peter Mar-
shall and asked about the
figures and the concern ex-

pressed and asked if the figures were
inflated to the point where one should
cast a no vote,” Council President
David Miller said. “He said it would
make little sense to vote for a plan
gutted of the figures. ... I was satisfied
that they are reasonable estimates. As
we go forward on the projects we can
consider the numbers.”

Kennett Square’s parks and recreation board also commits $10,000 toward total cost

TRACY
BEHRINGER

Staff photos by Lindsay Banecker

Celebration

for veterans
The West Chester Veterans Day pa-
rade made its way down Gay Street
on Sunday. At right, an Army veteran
waves to the crowd as West Chester
East High School’s marching band,
above, performs a tune. At left, a
woman waves a flag in the air as the
parade passes by.

By DANIELLE LYNCH
Staff Writer

DOWNINGTOWN — A
project that will create a
joint library and senior
center in the borough has re-
ceived a funding commit-
ment from the state.

State Sen. Andrew Dinni-
man, D-19th, of West White-
land, announced $500,000 in
state funding was available
for the Downingtown
project. Also, library con-
struction plans in Phoenix-
ville and Spring City both
have $500,000 commitments
from the state, he said.

“Our senior population is
growing, as is our use of li-
braries,” Dinniman said in a
news release. “These commu-
nities are responding to their
growing
needs, and
I’m glad to be
able to help
them.”

In March,
officials from
the Downing-
town Area
Senior Center
and the
Downing-
town Public
Library an-
nounced
plans to ren-
ovate a structure on the old
Sonoco Paper Factory near
Route 322 and Boot Road.

Jim Terry, president of the
board of directors for the
Downingtown Area Senior
Center, said the new facility
will be on the site of the Per-
cheron Group’s River Station
project.

The cost for the 20,000-
square-foot senior center and
library is $3.5 million, ac-
cording to Terry. The senior
center will cover 10,000
square feet, the library will
occupy 8,500 square feet and
the rest will be common
space, he said.

Terry said the senior
center’s board of directors
was excited that the money
came forward from the state.

“We’re really thrilled to re-
ceive the commitment,” said
Karen Miller, director of the
Downingtown Public Libra-
ry. “We’re really excited to
join with the senior center
because together I think we
can offer a lot to the commu-
nity.”

To contact staff writer
Danielle Lynch, send an e-
mail to dlynch@dailylo-
cal.com.

State
to boost
library
projects
Senator announces
promise of funding

C
hange. Seems every-
where you look, every-
where you listen lately,

“change” is in the air. And I’m
not talking just “regular
change” either. With all the
attention it’s getting, this
“new and improved change,”
if you will, sounds like se-
rious stuff.

Yes, “change” is the new
catchword on the tip of every
tongue, from political junkies
and bloggers, to rock stars
and even Oprah. Clearly, it ig-
nited the hearts and minds of
Americans and fueled Barack
Obama’s presidential win. It’s
sparked debates over what
kind of change is needed and
how quickly it should
happen.

Why, “change” has even
been the inspiration for a
number of new publications
and official Web sites, such as
www.change.gov.

The site was just launched
by the president-elect’s team,
and it’s designed to keep cit-
izens informed of the transi-
tion to the Obama administra-
tion and what will come with
that change.

Everyone should check it
out: It gives the biographies
of the new leaders (for
anyone who still doesn’t
know), the latest news from
their offices, and policy posi-
tions and video clips, among
other things.

This Web site marks the
first time an administration is
using technology to reach out
to average Americans this
way. They even ask us for
input. Imagine! Just a click of
the mouse and you, too, can
tell the president of the Unit-
ed States about your con-
cerns, your hopes, your
dreams.

After an administration
that made it clear it didn’t
want to hear anything we had
to say for eight long years,
this is a welcome change.

You know, they say that
change is good, and I’m on
board with that. One of my
all-time favorite songs is
David Bowie’s “Changes.”
You know, the one that be-
gins, “I still don’t know what I
was waiting for, and my time
was running wild.” I never
understood what that meant,
but the best part of the song
is when he sings “Ch-ch-ch-ch
changes” anyway.

Last night I even went to see
“The Changeling,” the new
film directed by Clint East-
wood starring Angelina Jolie.
It is awesome. And, because it
is 2½ hours long, it makes you
feel you got your money’s
worth. Feeling that way sure
is a pleasant change!

Until now, “change” has
been associated with such
bland tasks as changing the
channel on the television,
changing the oil in your car
engine, changing clothes or
changing the batteries in your
smoke detector. Sometimes
change can be more signifi-
cant, as in climate change, or
when we have a change of
heart. And, if you ask women
of a certain age, “the change”
is something else all together.

There are many memorable
quotes about change, too. One
of my favorites is from Mahat-
ma Gandhi. He said, “You
must be the change you wish
to see in the world.” That one
always makes me pause, espe-
cially if I think about it while
I’m complaining about some-
thing I don’t like.

But another quote from
Winston Churchill is good
too: “There’s nothing wrong
with change as long as it’s in
the right direction.”

Of course, things haven’t
changed so much that we will
all agree, but I definitely like
this new direction. Change
never felt so good.

Tracy Behringer is a Daily
Local News columnist. You
can reach her at
tracy.behringer@gmail.com.

The winds
of change
are upon us

HOW

MUCH?

o The
state will
provide

$500,000
each for

library plans
in three

boroughs.

IN OTHER
BUSINESS

o Borough Council
also accepted a
plan for capital

improvements after
some discussion
about associated
cost estimates.


