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THE METHODIST MEMORIAL
BEING AN IMPARTIAL SKETCH OF THE LIVES AND
CHARACTERS OF THE PREACHERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED
THIS LIFE SINCE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE WORK OF
GOD AMONG THE PEOPLE CALLED METHODISTS LATE IN
CONNECTION WITH THE REV. JOHN WESLEY, DECEASED.

Drawn from the most authentic Sources, and disposed in
Alphabetical Order.

Introduced with a brief Account of the

STATE OF RELIGION FROM THE EARLIEST AGES,AND A
CONCISE HISTORY OF METHODISM.

By CHARLES ATMORE.

WITH AN ORIGINAL MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR,
And Notices of some of his Contemporaries.
Whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation,

Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. ST
PAUL.

According to this time, it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,
What hath God wrought? MOSES.
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LONDON: HAMILTON, ADAMS, & CO., 32, PATERNOSTER
ROW.

1871

LONDON: PRINTED BY AMOS OSBORNE, FARRINGDON
STREET.

[DEDICATION]

TO MY VENERABLE AND RESPECTED FATHERS AND
BRETHREN, THE PREACHERS LATE IN CONNECTION
WITH THE REV, JOHN WESLEY, DECEASED, THIS WORK IS,
WITH THE GREATEST DEFERENCE, MOST RESPECTFULLY
DEDICATED, BY THEIR AFFECTIONATE BROTHER AND
COMPANION IN THE KINGDOM AND PATIENCE OF JESUS
CHRIST,

CHARLES ATMORE.

PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION

or some years past copies of the original edition of this work have
been scarce; and to the great majority of Methodists of the present
generation the book is altogether unknown.

A new and cheap edition is therefore published, in the belief that these
concise records of the devoted lives of the early preachers may be
instrumental in leading many to seck for ‘like precious faith’, who may
thus be enabled to do like service in the Master’s cause.

The ‘impartial’ character of the work has been preserved, a slight
condensation made in some of the memoirs being confined to matters
which have lost their interest through the lapse of time.
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MEMOIR

THE REVEREND CHARLES ATMORE was accepted, appointed, and
ordained as a Travelling Preacher by the Reverend John Wesley,
whom he fondly styled ‘Our Venerable Founder’. A native of Norfolk,
his birth was touching. His father, trading by sea betwixt Lynn and
Rotterdam, was expected home. His mother, whose maiden name was
Lamb, went down the Ouse to meet her husband; she was thrown by
excitement into premature labour, and was carried to Heasham, the
nearest village on the coast, where her son was born.

This event happened on the 17th of August, 1759. In less than two years
it was followed by the death of Mrs Atmore. Her bereaved husband, being
mostly at sea, was glad to place their only child under the willing care
of an uncle and aunt, who then lived near his home, but removed to
Haddiscoe, in which parish a small farm had been bequeathed to Mrs
Lamb. Their young charge received an education in the village school,
where he remained till fifteen years of age. When but six, he was dangerously
scalded, an accident of which he bore the mark through life. In his eleventh
year he made a voyage with his father to Holland, and visited the birthplace
of Van Tromp, the redoubtable Dutch Admiral.

Captain Atmore designed to apprentice his boy to some trade; but, at
the instance of the Lambs, he allowed him to remain with them and learn
husbandry. They accustomed him to regular attendance at the parish
church, and the rector noticed him as one of the pattern youths of the
congregation. Indeed, he had provided himself with a manual of devotion,
entitled The Supplication of Saints. What he heard at church and saw in
the village pastor, was neither better nor worse than that which was
generally heard and seen at that day in country churches and in country
clergymen. Such religion, therefore, as he had, was chiefly outward, and
not altogether free from indulgence in evil inclinations.

2

At length, Haddiscoe, like many a dark village besides, was visited by
the Methodists. Young Atmore first heard of them through his uncle’s
hind. With his own eyes he soon saw a surprising change in some younger
men, who, as the result of their attendance at the preaching, had thrown
off sinful habits, and were become sober and thoughtful. He resolved,
therefore, to hear for himself. The preacher was Samuel Kendall; his text,

— b
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‘There is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth’. The whole service
impressed him so favourably that he went again; the second time, in the
company of a school-fellow, who was a regular attendant.

He was now in his nineteenth year, that critical age at which the career
of most young men is determined. So long as his going to hear a Methodist
preacher seemed to be no more than the indulgence of a natural curiosity
(for in those days the appearance of such a preacher in a Norfolk village
was an event), his uncle and aunt thought little of the matter; yet, when
they discovered that he was not merely almost, but altogether persuaded
to become a Methodist, they opposed him with anger and alarm. How
could he be so ungrateful? What! would he renounce his baptism? Be
this as it might, he was already under an influence which enabled him
to endure their reproaches with a meek steadfastness.

The first travelling preacher whose ministry produced a strong effect
upon his heart and mind, was the Rev. Joseph Pilmoor, who, with the
Rev. Richard Boardman, formed the Paul and Barnabas of the Methodist
apostleship to the Western World. Mr Pilmoor, instrumental also in the
conversion of the excellent Walter Griffith, was another of those many
Methodist Gideons and Elishas, whom God was pleased to call from the
plough or from the threshing floor to break up the fallow ground of
human hearts, to go forth bearing precious seed—to become, in fact,
husbandmen of souls. Though a plain countryman at first, he is described
by those who knew him in after life as majestic in person, commanding
in voice, and copious in matter. He was one of the dissatisfied band who
seceded because their names were not found in the Deed of Declaration;
but, unlike some others, he peacefully withdrew, returning to America,
where he ended his days as an honoured minister in the Methodist
Episcopal Church, cultivating to the last, as his letters to Mr Atmore bear
witness, an unabated love and reverence for Mr Wesley.

Having heard from this excellent man a sermon on the

words, “We love him, because he first loved us’, young Atmore was
haunted by recollections of it. At the tail of the plough it followed him;
and, as he thought and prayed in the open glebe, the ‘love of God, to
quote his own account of the fact, ‘was instantly shed abroad in my soul’.
Mr Pilmoor admitted him into the Methodist Society in June, 1779, two
months before the completion of his twentieth year.
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The resentment of his foster-parents was so great, that, if a printed
statement may be trusted, the Lamb became a lion and severely flogged
him. If, in truth, this was so, the stout young man who patiently endured
the chastisement, had an unusual opportunity of proving by submission
the reality of his new birth. However, as in many similar cases, so in this:
those who began with being angry, ended by following the example
which had enraged them. Mr Lamb was no doubt unfeignedly astonished
that the lad whom he had dandled as an infant on his knee, should imagine
himself better informed than ‘one that has lived fifty years in the world’;
but, before long, the same unseen, unheard, yet powerful Influence took
him also captive; and his strong persuasion that ‘to fear God, keep his
commandments, and honour the King, was the whole duty of man’,
yielded to higher views of faith and a deeper sense of duty.

The point on which prejudice began to give way, was that of family
prayer. When young Atmore first proposed it, his uncle and aunt positively
refused; but, at length, he was allowed to read and pray with them, after
the man and maidservants had retired for the night. He, it has been
mentioned, was taken to the Methodist preaching-place by a schoolfellow:
they were induced to go thither by that school-fellow’s parents. The
eventual consequence was their conversion. ‘On the 8th of December,
1779, writes Mr Atmore, ‘my uncle was brought into the liberty of the
Gospel; and, at the Christmas visitation of the classes following, both he
and my aunt joined the Society; and, shortly after, the preachers were
not only invited to visit them, but regularly to preach in their house.
Only let the conversation of even a young man be as it becometh the
Gospel of Christ, and it break’s down the strongest prejudices of the old.

In the house where he became domestic chaplain, young Atmore was
soon occasional preacher. Nevertheless, he was taken by surprise when
the Rev. George Shadford, Superintendent of the Norwich Circuit, then,
perhaps, equal to what

4

is now Norwich District, requested him to prepare for preaching in
his presence, in order that he might judge of his qualifications for the
itinerant ministry. Mr Shadford, unlike Mr Pilmoor, was one of the
Hundred named in the Poll Deed, and, like him, finished his course in
the United States, being sent out by Mr Wesley as companion to Mr
Rankin.
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By Mr Shadford’s order, young Atmore occupied himself till Conference
in visiting the villages; and, when, in the summer of 1780, the Rev. James
Wood succeeded to the superintendency, that worthy man employed this
juvenile preacher in similar work. On Valentine’s Day, in 1781, Mr Wesley
made his yearly visit to Norwich, and, sending for young Atmore, appointed
him as junior preacher in the circuit. The Conference of that year was
held at Leeds, where, by the recommendation of Mr Wood, Mr Wesley
received Charles Atmore on probation, and sent him to Grimsby under
Mr Shadford. He started for his first circuit on his own horse, with all
his equipment in the saddlebags. Before long, his labours were interrupted
by the ague taken in the fens, which obliged him to retire to his native
air. Mr Wesley, hearing of it at Alnwick, sent him a fatherly letter, advising
‘Sander’s Pills’, a compound of Castile soap and white arsenic; probably
because, as himself a Lincolnshire man, he was aware of the utility of that
mineral poison, judiciously given; as an antiperiodic in intermittent fever.

By the Conference of 1782, Mr Atmore was appointed to Scarborough,
whither, though not perfectly recovered, he, proceeded, and found in the
pure air of the cliffs and the wolds the best medicine for his disease. From
Scarborough, in 1783, he passed to York, in which circuit Mr Pawson was
his superintendent. The friendship formed with that good man extended
through life, and was of great service to the younger of the two. During
this year, his father died in Norway, and his remains were shipped for
burial at Hull. A young lady whom he loved was also called away by
death. Messrs Pawson and Atmore proceeded to Pocklington to meet Mr
Wesley, whom, though entering upon his eighty-second year, the latter
describes ‘as though he were in the meridian of life’.

The Conference of 1784 was held at Leeds. Charles Atmore was one
of the fifteen young men then admitted into Full Connexion. This was
the assembly at which the dissensions concerning the Deed of Declaration
occasioned so much anxiety, if not alarm. Mr Atmore draws a dramatic

5

picture of the peace effected by the mediation of the saintly Fletcher,
who ‘expostulated, even on his knees, both with Mr Wesley and the
preachers. To the former he said, “My father, my father! they have offended,;
but they are your children!” To the latter he exclaimed, “My brethren,
my brethren! he is your father!” And then, portraying the work in which
they were unitedly engaged, fell again on his knees, and with much
tfervour offered prayer, while the Conference were bathed in tears, many

— b
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sobbing aloud.” After making the round of his new circuit, Colne, Mr
Atmore visited his uncle and aunt, and had the proud satisfaction of
seeing John Wesley sit down at their simple table. In 1785, he was reappointed
to Colne, this time as superintendent, and with increased prosperity; so
much so that he could not find time to visit his native place. The whole
circuit, he wrote, ‘seemed to flame with the glory of God’

In this then outlandish quarter, he met with Elizabeth Crane, the
amiable young person who became his first wife. In 1786, he was obliged
to leave her society for the capital of Scotland, where, however, he had
the solace and support of Mr Pawson as his superintendent. Mr Wesley
himself showed the young man a yet more special mark of his confidence,
by ordaining him, with Joshua Keighley and three others to administer
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper in Scotland; Mr Pawson being the third
man whose hands, with those of Messrs Wesley and Creighton, were laid
on his head. Mr Wesley, moreover, gave him letters patent duly accrediting
him for the purpose named. This year, Mr Atmore had the honour of
both laying the foundation-stone of the new chapel at Glasgow and
opening it. He there made the acquaintance of Dr Gillies, and in Edinburgh
acquired the friendship of the good Lady Maxwell.

On the 19th of February, 1787, he was married to Miss Crane, of Preston,
in the parish church; and, at the following Conference, which Mr Pawson
and he could not both attend, was appointed to succeed his friend as
superintendent in Edinburgh. In the spring of 1788, Mr Wesley visited
Scotland; and, at Glasgow, Mr Atmore had the honour of ‘assisting him
in setting apart, for the sacred office of Presbyter in the Church, Mr John
Barber’.

In the summer of 1788, Mr Atmore for the first time in his life visited
the British Metropolis. He gave himself little time for sightseeing; the
only thing recorded, besides what he saw and heard in Conference, being
a sermon that he

6

preached in Marylebone Fields, at which one person at least was
converted, though the fact did not come to his knowledge till nine years
after. The Rev. Charles Wesley had died four months before, and the old
subject of adherence to or separation from the Church came up again.
‘Mr Wesley, notes Mr Atmore, ‘acted with great caution: he told us he
was not for skipping like the flea, but for creeping like the louse!’



Methodist Memorial A5 v2.gxp:Methodist Memeprial A5.Q5 6 12 2008 00:56 Page 12

12 METHODIST MEMORIAL

The young Benedict’s next circuit was Colne, where he was not less
welcome to the people than his bride was to her family. He seems, however,
to have been sent a second time to a circuit in which he had already
acquired general esteem, in order to stop and remedy the bad effects
produced by two preachers, one of whom had fallen into scepticism, and
the other slidden into Calvinism. Having accomplished his task, he went
the following year to Newcastle-on-Tyne, where John Ogilvie was his
colleague. In memory of the close friendship then formed, his colleague
gave his superintendent’s name to his newborn son, CHARLES ATMORE
OGILVIE, who, after receiving elementary instruction at Kingswood School,
took honours at Oxford, being chosen Fellow of Balliol College, and
appointed Professor of Pastoral Theology in the University. Dr Ogilvie
was perhaps the first son of a Methodist preacher who attained high
academical distinction. As for Mr Atmore, he was sent to Newcastle,
where his labours were brightly illustrated by the formation of the first
Sunday School in the capital of the North. ‘I am glad, my dear Charles,
wrote Mr Wesley, ‘you have set up Sunday Schools in Newcastle: it is one
of the noblest institutions seen in Europe for some centuries, and will
increase more and more, provided the teachers and inspectors do their
duties’.

Before leaving that town, Mr Atmore was visited by his truly ‘venerable’
leader, whom it is interesting to behold as pictured by the admiring
follower in his old age. ‘He appears very feeble; and no wonder, being
nearly eighty-eight years of age. His sight has failed so much, that he
cannot see to give out the hymns; yet his voice is strong, and his spirits
are remarkably lively. Surely this great and good man is the prodigy of
the present age” On this occasion, this true Elder preached a sermon
‘literally composed of words of not more than two syllables’. The next
Conference, that of 1790, was the last he lived to attend. ‘I parted with
Mr Wesley, observes Mr Atmore, ‘to see him no more until the resurrection
of the just: he appeared very feeble.” To which are

7

added nearly the same words used before; with the further addition,
that ‘the powers of his mind, and his love towards his fellow-creatures,
were as bright and as ardent as ever” On hearing of Wesley’s decease, Mr
Pilmoor wrote to Mr Atmore from Philadelphia, most affectionately
imploring him, as a junior among the Hundred, to treat with all consideration
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his seniors not of that number; ‘by which means, he observed, ‘they will
almost forget that they were left out’.

The limited space assigned to our Memoir makes it imperative to
repress a temptation to remark on this critical stage in the history of
Methodism. From the death of Mr Wesley, the preachers and the people
were for six years more or less agitated, not to say divided, by questions
affecting the attitude to be maintained by the Connexion towards the
Established Church, and the relation in which the travelling preachers
should stand towards the Societies and towards each other. At the memorable
Leeds Conference in the year 1797, the Plan of Pacification, which had
been devised and adopted in 1795, was made complete by a number of
Regulations which met with nearly universal acceptance, and resulted
in the restoration and maintenance of denominational peace. This general
statement may suffice. Nothing further will be necessary than briefly to
note the laudable and honourable part that Mr Atmore performed on
the delicate and difficult occasion.

In the autumn of 1791, he found himself at Alnwick, where he had for
his colleague MICHAEL EMMETT, who took to wife the twin sister of Mrs
Atmore. In the controversies of the time he imbibed a view tending
towards separation, but was recovered to another mind, and finished his
course in the parent Connexion. The superintendent of this border circuit
soon found his apprehensions, from the ‘vague way of determining the
matter’ adopted by the first Conference after Mr Wesley’s death, fulfilled
by as much division in sentiment and practice as before. The Alnwick
Society requested him to administer the Lord’s Supper to them. He
deliberated long, and did not consent until convinced that the people
were unanimous in their desire. In at length complying, he felt himself
fortified by the persuasion that he was doing as the Founder would have
desired—*following, that is, ‘the leadings of Providence, and doing this
here and that yonder which was most conducive to the glory of God
and the good of the people’.

After all his circumspection, however, he found reason to,

charge himself with one mistake. Some of the preachers who, like
himself, had been ordained by Mr Wesley, not satisfied, as he had been,
to administer themselves, proceeded to ordain others, who, thus authorised,
should do the same. At the District Meeting in Newcastle Mr Atmore
was induced to join with Mr Cownley in ordaining three of the brethren.

— b
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No sooner was this deed done than he severely reproached himself; not
on the ground of principle, for, at Mr Wesley’s own request, he had assisted
him in a similar office; but on the ground of policy. His judgement
condemned the act as inexpedient; and the alarm produced among both
preachers and people caused him to suffer much pain in his mind respecting
it. The ensuing Conference took his own maturer view of what had been
done. But, though he made this mistake at the District Meeting, in his
own circuit he preserved peace by judicious action, and especially by the
observance of a complete system of domiciliary visitation among the
members.

At the Conference of 1793, Mr Atmore lays stress upon the pleasure
derived from hearing Samuel Bradburn; but he does not indicate the
style and manner of his preaching. It was now that all distinctions between
ordained and unordained were ordered to cease, an arrangement in which
Mr Atmore acquiesced with a cheerfulness that did him honour.

His new appointment was to Halifax, with Robert Lomas for his
colleague. His residence in that town was marked by public prosperity
of the highest kind, chequered, however, by the most painful personal
experience. One of the country places (Greetland) was the scene of a
remarkable revival, which spread to other parts of the circuit. The prayer-
meetings were sometimes kept up till after midnight; and, as he notes, in
these was much ‘wild fire mingled with the holy flame’; but, without
discouraging, he succeeded in regulating the excitement, so as to prevent
more than one person from praying aloud at a time, and to close the
meetings an hour or two earlier. In a letter to Dr Coke, he stated as a
fact, that seven hundred persons had been received into Society since
the Conference.

Mr Atmore, in general, took up a position of resistance to those
extravagances of language and manner which, like tares among wheat,
sometimes mix themselves up in revivals otherwise unquestionable. In
reference to the Conference of 1761, Mr Wesley observed in his journal,
‘Meantime,

9
the enemy was not wanting in his endeavours to sow tares among the

good seed. I saw this clearly, but durst not use violence, lest, in plucking
up the tares, I should root up the wheat also’. Some, both of preachers
and of people, diverged to the opposite extremes of either despising the
good work altogether because of the excesses of certain persons engaged

— b
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in it, or justifying those very excesses as if essential to it. Between such
extremes, says Mr Myles, ‘Mr Wesley ever observed the sober path of
Scripture and reason’. Mr Atmore also gave him credit for acting with
great caution; but, on the occasion in question, he thought promptitude
was required. For, because he ‘did not at first, perhaps, resist these
extravagances with that firmness which he ought to have shown’, the
persons who favoured them ‘daily increased in number’.*

The satisfaction derived from the Greetland revival was alloyed by the
sickness and death of Mrs Atmore. When the time of Conference (1794)
arrived, her husband hesitated to leave her, and wished to send his colleague
in his stead. But the noble woman would not suffer him to stay away
from ‘the work of the Lord’, who, she urged, would not merely preserve
him, but keep her in his absence. The Conference was ‘the most painful
that he had ever attended’; but he returned to a scene more trying still.
No intimation of unfavourable symptoms in Mrs Atmore’s state of health
having reached him at Bristol, he indulged the hope of seeing her improved.
What, then, was his distress to find her on the confines of the grave? ‘The
only thing, he wrote on the occasion, ‘that seemed to give her the least
degree of pain, was, she discerned in me an unwillingness to give her
up’. ‘Do give me up, do give me up, she said, ‘I am the Lord’s; he has a
right to me; do let him take me.When at length he resigned himself to
the Divine will, she assured him that the Lord would bless him when
she was gone.‘If I am permitted, she added, ‘I will be thy guardian; I will

* DrAda Clarke was one of those who stood in doubt of ‘extravagances’. Being reappointed
to Manchester he took occasion, from Mr Pipe’s being one of his colleagues write to a friend
in the circuit which he had just left (Liverpool), ‘He is full of life and zeal, and I should not
wonder if he be esteemed the first man among us. I like a good shaking, and long, hearty Amens
among the people; but, between you and me, there seems too much of it here’. A few years later,
the same Mr Pipe had been preaching in Brunswick Chapel, Liverpool, then deemed one of
the most beautiful chapels in the Connexion, and, in the closing prayer, was solemnly beseeching
God to aid his people in repelling the temptations of the Devil, when a plain man from the
country, occupying a prominent place in the raised seats opposite the pulpit, shocked the polite
congregation by crying out at the top of his voice, ‘Eh! Punch him I' t’ guts, Lord!”

10
watch over thee, and will wait and long for thine arrival on the blessed
shore.
While Mr Atmore was a wholehearted Methodist, he took pleasure in
fraternising with good men of other denominations. At Halifax, he made
the acquaintance of ‘his valuable friend Mr Fawcett, of Brierly Hall’, the

— b
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author of ‘Thy way, O God, is in the sea’, and other excellent hymns in
the Baptist Selection. At Bristol, he met with Dr Ryland, Principal of
the Baptist Academy in that city, whom he found ‘a truly candid and
sensible man’, reminding him of his co-religionist and co-educator in
Yorkshire. At Newbury, on a journey, he heard Mr Bicheno, a third Baptist
minister, whose sound learning and excellent spirit reminded him of the
other two. When in London, he went to preach at Clapham, where,
finding but four persons in the chapel, he took them with him, after the
example of the absentees, to hear Mr Wills, of Lady Huntingdon’s
Connexion, preach the anniversary sermon on the death of the venerable
Romaine. At High Wycombe, on his passage from London to Birmingham,
he went to the Dissenting chapel, and was prevailed upon by the minister
to take the pulpit.

The Conference of 1795, at which presided, says the bereaved husband,
‘the man of my choice’, Joseph Bradford, Mr Atmore was appointed with
the President and others to Bristol. Before leaving Halifax, however, he
married Harriet Chadwick, a lady of good family, who became the mother
of all his children. She had been the intimate friend of his first wife. He
was struck with the resemblance between the Methodists of the West
(especially the colliers) and those of the North. The celebration of the
Lord’s Supper was almost as numerously attended as a love-feast; and
‘many were so deeply affected as to cry out, and were hardly able to take
the bread and the wine’. In this day of chapel-building, it is interesting
to read of a preacher of Mr Atmore’s experience ‘having hard toiling at
the Old Room, on account of the confined situation of the place’, but
finding the new chapel, neat and even elegant, though not superb, ‘the
best constructed place of worship he ever saw in which to speak or hear’.
His journal contains a notice of the persistent opposition of the Church
party to Methodist worship in canonical hours. ‘For this offence’—that
of preaching at the new chapel to a congregation of a thousand people—
‘Mr Bradford, Mr Owen, and [, are considered as having subverted
Methodism, and excluded ourselves from the Connexion!’ In

11

this city, he found the well-known Captain Webb, and heard ‘poor old
Josiah Gregory’, the unlettered local preacher who compared boastful
professors of religion to ‘empty wagons coming violently downhill, and
making a great noise because there is nothing in them’.



Methodist Memorial A5 v2.gxp:Methodist Memeprial A5.Q05 6 12 2008 00:56 Page 17

PROOF READING DRAFT—I 17

By the famous Conference of 1797 Mr Atmore was sent to London,
where, during two years, he had considerable success, and preached in
Queenstreet Chapel on its coming into the hands of the Connexion. His
next station was at Wednesbury (in the Birmingham Circuit), where he
spent ‘two of the happiest years of his life’. This was the time at which
he prepared for the press his Methodist Memorial, in collecting materials
for which he was ‘greatly assisted by his friend Pawson’. That venerable
and apostolic man was now drawing near to the close of his labours. ‘O
Charley!” he exclaimed, in a letter which Mr Atmore received from him
at Manchester (his next circuit), ‘I cannot tell you how my soul longs
for the happy hour when I shall be privileged to go to my Father’s house
in peace. O, my father, my mother, my brother, my wife, how do I long
to associate with you!” About the same time, Mr Atmore was called to
Bolton to receive from the dying hands of the aged Hopper the charge
of his private papers. ‘As for the enemy, said this triumphant soldier of
the Cross, ‘I know not what has become of him: I think he has quit the
field!’

The Conference of 1803 sent Mr Atmore to Wakefield. The circuit
stewards and others had applied for Mr Bradburn; and they showed an
unworthy disposition to visit upon his involuntary substitute the anger
of their disappointment. He met their ill-humour with dignity and self-
respect; and, on the whole, his course in this circuit proved as even and
as successful as in others. From Wakefield he was sent in 1805 to Liverpool,
where he sustained the loss of most of his little private property. The trial
was aggravated by injustice and wrong; but he accepted it as disciplinary.
From Liverpool he proceeded to Todmorden, where he resumed intercourse
with many of his old friends in the Colne Circuit. Soon after his arrival,
he was in a house at Berwick Mill stricken by lightning. No person was
injured; though great damage was done, especially to the best room, in
which a tea-party was to have been given, but had been prevented by
the lady of another house diverting the company to her dwelling!

In 1809, Mr Atmore was appointed superintendent of the Leeds Circuit,
having for his senior colleague the revered Miles

12

Martindale. He now stood in the front rank of the brethren. He directed
in his important station the opposition to Lord Sidmouth’s infamous Bill,
collecting as much as £ 140 for the purpose. In the spring of 1811, he was
associated with the Rev. Robert Newton in opening Kirkgate Chapel,
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at Bradford, one of the completest establishments in the Connexion. He
also then took the initiative in a movement which resulted in the purchase
and conversion into a second school for the sons of the preachers, of the
estate of Woodhouse Grove, his only son being one of the first scholars,
together with William Wood Stamp, Francis A West, and others. At the
ensuing Conference, he was elected to the chair, and was authorised to
complete the purchase, sign the writings, and take possession. In Hull,
to which town he was next appointed, he had for his junior colleague
Edward Hare, a native of the place, who, with Mr Thompson, MP, had
taken a leading part in resistance to the insidious Bill which excited the
apprehensions and indignation of all friends to civil and religious liberty.
Before leaving Hull, he took steps which led to the erection of Waltham-
street Chapel in that town, laying with his own hands the first stone, and
preaching on the ground. In 1813, when reappointed to Halifax, he moved
at Leeds the second resolution of the meeting called to form the Wesleyan
Missionary Society. He also joined with Messrs Reece, Roberts, and
Bunting in sustaining Dr Coke’s great mission to Ceylon and Java, and
was one of those who heard from him ‘at sea’ before his death and burial
there.

The next year was one of much family affliction, followed by the
decease of Mrs Atmore’s aged mother, an inmate of their house. This
event, however, occurred at Salford, where her son-in-law laboured for
three years, his first appointment of that then unusual length. In the
spring of 1818 he was much occupied with a missionary tour through
the North of England and parts of Scotland. The Conference of 1821
appointed him to the London West Circuit, where Mr Ware, the famous
oculist, successfully removed a cataract which had obscured his sight. In
1823 he was stationed at Sheffield. Here his health and strength gave way;
and at the next Conference he found himself unequal to the burden of
public affairs. He returned to his circuit with a strong presentiment that
it would be his last. Before the year ran out, he was constrained to retire;
and, with the consent of the President and Secretary, he ceased to travel
in the forty-fifth year of his itinerancy. At the ensuing Conference he sat
down as a Supernumerary. His

13

last sermon was preached at Stoke Newington; and, at noonday, I July
18206, his soul quitted its earthly tenement, and flew up to the Paradise
of God.The body was buried behind City-road Chapel, not far from the
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grave of Mr Wesley. His words, in dying, to his second wife, were, like
those of his first wife to him, ‘Oh! do give me up! do let me go!”’

Mr Atmore was survived by Mrs Atmore and several daughters, whom
he had the satisfaction of leaving at the head of a boarding-house close
to Cheapside, for the accommodation of visitors to London who preferred
a quiet place of sojourn to an inn or hotel. The uncle and aunt to whom
he had been so greatly indebted in childhood and youth, went not long
before him to the tomb. They lived, however, to see him raised to the
highest place in Methodism. Mrs Lamb died early in the following year
at the great age of ninety-two; Mr Lamb, two years later, aged ninety. It
was the old man’s intention that his nephew Atmore should take possession
of his little estate; but, through some informality in the instrument
executed for the purpose, counsel advised against litigation, and another
more directly interested inherited. Thanking God that he had an inheritance
above, the disappointed claimant quietly submitted, having paid his aunt
filial attentions in her last illness, and doing pious justice to the character
of his uncle in the biographical department of the Methodist Magazine.

Although the mental and moral qualities of the man may he from the
facts of the foregoing narrative, it shall be closed with a short sketch of
his person and character.

In stature, he was of the middle size, inclining, as years advanced, to
corpulency. His frame was robust; his hair and complexion were light;
his face was round, and his countenance fine. Without spectacles, his
brow, from defect in vision, contracted a seeming frown; but his natural
and customary expression was mild and winning. In personal appearance,
he was neat; in manners gentlemanlike, though a little pompous. His
mode of dress was clerical, after the fashion of those times. His intercourse
with members of Society, of whatever grade, was maintained, though not
offensively, on the well-understood principle of his own dignity as a man
of standing among his brethren. He was, in reality, kind-hearted, as tender
in his affections as he was bland in his demeanour.

For the pulpit he had the advantage of a good voice. He
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presented useful matter in a fluent and impressive style, and with a
manner in which genuine feeling and official propriety were harmoniously
blended. So long as his health and spirits lasted, he enjoyed a solid
popularity, travelling, as we have seen, in the best circuits, and ever
commanding the esteem of the intelligent and the confidence of his
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brethren in the ministry. In all his circuits there was a large increase of
members during the period of his labours in each. Wisely zealous, fervent
in spirit, and conspicuously faithful, he shrank from no amount of labour
or of due responsibility; and he went to give account to God with a
reputation unblemished among men.

In the Minutes of Conference, the Methodist Magazine, and the
unfortunately fragmentary Life of Dr Bunting, Mr Atmore receives the
same high testimony to his moral and spiritual worth. By the unanimous
voice of his brethren he was declared to be kind and amiable; lively and
affectionate; sincere, uniform, cordial, constant; fervent and faithful; zealous
and useful; plain and sound; experimental, practical, and spiritual; acceptable
and esteemed in life, and, in death, full of faith, of hope, and of love. To
epithets like these the Magazine adds simplicity and clearness, with a
thoroughly evangelical tone, in the description of his preaching, and
speaks of the marks of thought and research in his discourses. By the
biographer of Dr Bunting he is represented as a man of popular talents,
with a pleasant delivery, and a certain polish in diction and demeanour.
His death and burial were interestingly followed by the publication in
the Magazine of a tribute, written by Miss Wesley, daughter of the Rev.
Charles Wesley, to the Memory of the First Methodist Preachers, in which
these lines occur:—

As long as patience, resignation, love,

Are praised by saints below and saints above,

Ye sufferers meek! who pains and scofts defied,

Who warned and wept, endured, and prayed, and died,
You shall be honoured.
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PREFACE

T is an awful reflection, that the far greater part of mankind has either
Ipassed silently off the stage of this world, or has misemployed the
talents which the great Lord of the Universe had entrusted to their care;
so that their names have been either buried in oblivion, or stigmatised
by reason of their vices, and thus rendered odious to posterity. And with
respect to those who have made a figure while living, and have gained
the plaudit of the crowd when dead; many of them are indebted more
to the stock which bore them, or to some outward helps and advantages,
than to any intrinsic worth that was found in themselves, or any real
benefit the world derived from them. But, on the other hand, there have
in every age of the world existed those who have been distinguished by
the peculiar endowments of their minds, their genuine piety, and their
extensive usefulness among men, which have given a lustre to their names
in the records of time. Yea, the God whom they ‘served in, the Gospel
of his Son’, has given them a name within his house, and within his walls; a
name better than of sons and of daughters, even an everlasting name, that shall
not be cut off. The Psalmist observes, that the ‘memory of the just is blessed’,
and that ‘the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance’. This,
undoubtedly, should be the case with righteous persons in general, but
particularly with those who have been the ‘Messengers of the Churches,
and the Glory of Christ’. The men who have not ‘counted their own
lives dear unto themselves’, who have sacrificed all that the world calls
good or great, in order that they might be instrumental in promoting
the honour of the Redeemer, and the present and eternal happiness of
mankind. These, while they ministered to the Church below, and ‘served
their generation by the will of God’, were dear to thousands; and now,
when they rest from their labours, shall they be forgotten? Surely they
ought not. The names of such men

vi

ought to be transmitted to posterity, that generations to come may call
them blessed. In the Scriptures, honourable mention is made of the most
distinguished characters that God has raised up at different periods of
time to promote his glory, and they are exhibited to us as patterns for
our faith and practice. The great Apostle exhorts us to be followers of them,
as they were of Christ; and he particularly enforces the necessity of our
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REMEMBERING THEM WHO HAVE HAD THE RULE OVER US, AND WHO HAVE
SPOKEN TO US THE WORD OF GOD.

Christians of all denominations have esteemed the biographical accounts
of holy men, next to the ‘lively oracles’, to be the most valuable books
in their libraries, having witnessed the blessed effects of them both in
themselves and others. “There is, a great advantage,” says Dr Bates, ‘in
looking on examples; they are more instructive than naked precepts, and
more clearly convey the knowledge of our duty. A work done in our
sight by another, directs better in the practice of it, is more acceptable,
and of more powerful efficacy to reform us, than counsel and admonition
by words. In difficult precepts no arguments are more effectual than
examples; for the possibility of being conformed to them is confirmed
by instances in others, and the pretence of infirmity is taken away. The
command binds us to our duty, example encourages to performance.Yet
the pattern of angels, who are pure spirits, is not so influential upon us
as the pattern of good men. This is more correspondent and proportionate
to our present state. The light of the stars is not so useful to, us as the
light of a candle that is near us. Good men, now removed by death, were
nearly allied to us, they were clothed with the same frail garment of flesh;
they had like passions; they were in the same contagious world: yet they
were holy and heavenly in their affections and actions; they lived in civil
conversation with men, and at the same time in spiritual communion
with God’

I had the honour of being united to the people called Methodists in
the year 1779, from which time I reverenced the Preachers as men of
God; particularly those who had ‘borne the burden and heat of the day’,
who with grievous sufferings paved the way for those ‘who have entered
into their labours’. I have often regretted that no proper account has
been given to the world of those great and good men, to whom, under
God, we are indebted for the religious privileges which we now enjoy;
and that the present generation, even

Vil

of Methodists themselves, knows but little of these men, except their
names. It must manifest an unpardonable supineness, or neglect, in the
opinion of those who may in future ages succeed us, should there be no
record of those men who were among the first instruments God was
pleased to use, in the revival of pure and undefiled religion in, these lands.
If no notice be taken of them now, their remembrance will cease, and
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they must inevitably be buried in oblivion; their names will be heard of
no more, till the ‘book of life’ be opened, and they are called to shine
forth in the kingdom of their Father, as the ‘brightness of the firmament,
and as the stars for ever and ever!’

The design of these Memoirs is to rescue some of these excellent
characters from that obscurity into which they have fallen; and to present
these striking examples of the power and prevalency of Divine truth
before our eyes; that we may be animated and encouraged in our spiritual
warfare; and may imitate their humble faith, their fervent love, and their
holy zeal in the salvation of souls. I hope the persons into whose hands
this little work may fall will do me the justice to believe that though I
take notice of those Preachers only who have been employed among the
Methodists late in connection with the Rev. John Wesley, that I do not,
therefore, exclude all other Ministers from having had any part in this
blessed work. I have the honour of being acquainted with many pious
and respectable Ministers, who differ from me in some opinions, and
also in modes of worship; whom, nevertheless, I embrace (as I believe
they do me) in the arms of Christian affection. My heart is sweetly united
to all such in the bonds of the Gospel, and I most cordially wish them,
good luck in the name of the Lord.

It may be objected by some that these accounts have been already
published in the annual Minutes of the Conference and in the Methodist
Magazine. I answer, some of them have, but others have not: besides, those
publications are in the hands of very few. There was no notice taken in
the Minutes of the Preachers who died in the work till the year 1777;
and even then, and for many years after, they were not published to the
world. But if they had all been published in that way, it would not, I
presume, preclude the necessity or utility of this work: which is designed
to be a perpetual memorial of those men among the Methodists who
have been the grand instruments in this great work which the Lord has
wrought in the earth. It may also assist and encourage the

Vil
younger Preachers, and those who may succeed them to the end of
time, when they behold how their fathers lived and also how they died.
I have derived peculiar advantages to my own mind from collecting
these Memorials. I have been encouraged and confirmed in the important
truths of Christianity by observing their sacred influence upon those
who thus propagated them; and I have been thereby led more abundantly
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to hope that I also shall be honoured by the God of my fathers and
brethren, to ‘do the work of an Evangelist, and to make full proof of my
ministry’. I am also led to pray that the same Spirit which rested so
powerfully upon our departed Elijahs may come down in a double portion
upon us who remain! May the present Methodist preachers be all men
of God—full of faith and of the Holy Ghost! May we spend and be spent
in our Divine employment! And when we also rest from our labours may
we be succeeded in our work by those who shall be owned of God in a
more abundant manner! May the privileges we enjoy as Methodists be
sacredly preserved and transmitted to faithful men! And may this great
work of God spread and prevail till the kingdoms of this world shall become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ!

Such an account as this was taken in hand a few years ago by my
venerable friend, Mr Pawson, but that work, a few copies excepted, was
never circulated through the connection. Since that time a great number
of Preachers have been admitted; and I concluded it would be highly
gratifying to those who wished to have the Memorials to be informed
who have thus succeeded their departed fathers and brethren in this great
and important work.

The Chronological Table will tend to keep up an affectionate remembrance
in the people towards the Preachers, and in the Preachers towards each
other: and above all, to evince the spreading of that glorious work, which
in its beginning was only as a grain of mustard seed, but is now become
a goodly tree; extending its branches, not only over Great Britain and
Ireland; but reaching to the vast continent of America, and to the West
India islands. When we consider its beginning in 1739; when a few young
Clergymen began to preach the doctrine of Salvation by Faith; and now
look around us, and see more than Seven Hundred Men (including the
brethren in America) ‘running to and fro’, that the knowledge of this
divine truth may be increased: together with some thousands of Local
Preachers (and other eminent

ix

Ministers in the Establishment, and amongst the Dissenters, who, though
they worship not with us, are strenuous maintainers of the same doctrines),
we may well exclaim, in the language of inspiration, What hath God
wrought!

But what encouragement have we from the consideration of these
things to ‘rejoice in hope’. Our ‘eyes shall see greater things than these!”

— b



Methodist Memorial A5 v2.gxp:Methodist Memeprial A5.Q05 6 12 2008 00:56 Page 25

PROOF READING DRAFT—I 25

These are but the beginning of good days! They are the drops before the
shower! The Lord’s house shall be established upon the top of the mountains,
and all nations shall flow unto it! The Lord will give his son Jesus the Heathen
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of, the earth for his possession!
ETHIOPIA shall SOON stretch forth her hands unto God! The chosen people, to
whom pertained the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law—the
Seed of Abraham shall return with the FULNESS of the Gentiles, and there shall
be ONE FOLD under ONE SHEPHERD! A gracious shower of spiritual blessings
shall come down upon EVERY NATION, and KINDRED, and PEOPLE, and TONGUE!
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall perform this! Even so, Amen. COME, LORD
JESUS, COME QUICKLY!

CHARLES ATMORE.
WEDNESBURY, 17 August 1801

X

POSTSCRIPT

HEN I first entered upon this work, I intended to notice those

Ministers only who had been an honour to their profession, and
whose happy deaths were the consequent issue of their holy and useful
lives; but, maturely considering the subject, I concluded that by wholly
omitting others, I might be justly charged with that partiality which
ought ever to be sacredly avoided by Biographers and Historians. 2. I
observed that the sacred Biographers had faithfully recorded the vices as
well as the virtues; the failings as well as the excellencies of those characters
they have delineated; nay, that they even particularly noticed those who
had been a scandal to their holy profession, and whose end there is too
much reason to fear was destruction: the same divine pen which records
the zeal of Saint Paul, and the love of Saint John, remarks the worldly
mindedness of Demas, the fall of Saint Peter and the miserable end of Judas
Iscariot. 3.1 inferred that these awful circumstances, being thus faithfully
set before us, might tend to stir up the minds of those who are now, or
who may be hereafter, employed in the same work to greater diligence
in their high and holy calling. These things (saith the Apostle) happened
unto THEM for ensamples; and they are written for OUR admonition upon whom
the ends of the world are come. WHEREFORE LET HIM THAT THINKETH HE
STANDETH TAKE HEED LEST HE FALL.
The principal books I have consulted are the Annual Minutes of the
Conferences, the Rev. Mr Wesley’s Journals, His Life, as published by Dr
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Coke, and Mr Moore, and that by Dr Whitehead, and the Methodist Magazine.
I also embrace the opportunity of acknowledging the kindness and
attention of my brethren and other persons for the information they
have afforded me: but especially my friend Mr Pawson, to whom [ am
greatly indebted for much information respecting several of the first race
of Preachers, whose names, but for him, would probably have been totally
buried in oblivion.

i1
INTRODUCTION

ERE is no subject that can come under the consideration of man
Hor that has any claim to his attention equal to that of Religion. It
concerns every man, from the Monarch to the peasant: it is of the highest
importance for each to understand, to experience, and to practise it. As all
men, in all ages, have been interested in this subject, it has pleased him
who is the grand object of all religious worship and to whose glory
ultimately all true religion must tend, to reveal his mind to man, and
clearly to discover his will concerning him. That such a revelation was
necessary will be doubted by none who has any knowledge of himself
or of man in his fallen state. The world by its own wisdom knew not
God: this truth is not only attested by the Spirit of Truth, but corroborated
by the experience and declarations of the wisest and best men in the
heathen world! God, therefore, displayed his mercy and manifested his
love in affording man the means of understanding his will by giving him
his word to be a light unto his feet and a lamp in all his paths.

For a series of ages the revelation of God was limited to a very
inconsiderable part of the inhabitants of the earth: and it does not become
us to enquire why it was so. ‘Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
thy sight.” Suffice it that we know by the most indubitable evidence that
the mind of God has been made known to holy men of old from the
foundation of the world; and that HE revealed his will to them that they
might make it known to others.

Honourable mention is made of Enoch, ‘the seventh from Adam’, as a
Prophet of the Lord; and of Noah an eminent Preacher of Righteousness
to the old world. Abraham, the father of the faithful, was certainly a
Teacher of the Divine Will, for Jehovah himself says, ‘I know Abraham,
that he will command his children and household after him; and they
shall keep the way of the Lord’. It is well known that the heads
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of the patriarchal families were both Priests and Teachers. And, undoubtedly,
in this way the people were instructed in the will of God till the institution
of the Mosaic economy, when the teachers became more numerous, and
public worship was established by the express law of God.

In the Jewish Church there were Prophets and Priests; the latter were
chosen from the Levites. The names of the most eminent among them
are faithfully registered in the sacred annals; and through these they are
handed down to us. Moses, Aaron, Samuel, Nathan, David, Solomon, Elijah,
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the minor Prophets down to
Malachi (who closes the canon of the Old Testament) are all noticed; men
eminently distinguished in their day as the acknowledged servants of
God.

Malachi is supposed to have delivered his prophecy, near four hundred
years before Christ; and after him there appeared no Prophet of note in
the Jewish Church till the harbinger of the Messiah, John the Baptist, the
son of Zacharias the Priest, was sent to usher in the Morning Star, and to
proclaim the rising of the Sun Of Righteousness upon this benighted globe.

The providence of God had by almost imperceptible degrees been
making way for this important event: the light, which at its first approach
was like the dawn of the morning, had shone brighter and brighter to
this perfect day; and now the darkness, which had long enveloped the
earth, fled away before this Light of the World! To use the language of
an elegant writer, ‘“The East was reddened with his rising radiance; the
Western hills were gilded with his streaming splendours; the chilly regions
of the North were nourished with his genial warmth; and the Southern
tracts glowed with his fire’. Or rather to use the strong language of
inspiration, ‘The people who walked in darkness saw a Great Light: they
that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the Light
shined’.

For the three last years of the Redeemer’s sojourning upon earth he
appeared on the public stage of the world. He preached his own Gospel,
and thus exhibited eternal truths to men! And ‘He spake as one having
authority’. His very enemies who sought occasion against him felt
constrained to acknowledge, ‘Never man spake like this man’. He also
ordained twelve Apostles, whom he sent to preach the kingdom of God
and to heal the sick. He appointed seventy others also, and sent them
forth two and two into every city and place whither he himself would
come; and

— b



Methodist Memorial A5 v2.gxp:Methodist Memeprial A5.Q5 6 12 2008 00:56 Page 28

28 METHODIST MEMORIAL

X111

having so done he addressed himself unto them, and said, “The harvest
truly is great, but the labourers are few. Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of
the harvest that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

Having thus provided for a standing ministry in the world, and having
promised his presence to be with his Apostles and their successors to the
end of the world, and having finished the work on earth which, as the
High Priest of our profession, was given him to do, he ascended, in the
presence of chosen witnesses, to his Father and our Father, to his God
and our God. He ascended on high that he might fulfil the residue of
his High Priestly office in heaven, make intercession for us, prepare
mansions for his people, and obtain for all the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Previous to the ascension of our Divine Master, he requested his disciples
to tarry at Jerusalem till he should send unto them ‘the promise of the
Father’, and they were ‘endued with power from on high’. In obedience
to this command they did so, ‘and when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one accord in one place; and suddenly there
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all
the house where they were sitting, and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance’. This was the most important event that attended the introduction
of our holy religion into the world. This was that divine act which put
the seal of heaven to every action of Jesus Christ, as the Mediator of the
new covenant; and he was thus declared to be the Son of God with
power!

The Apostles being filled with the Holy Ghost, immediately began to
speak to the wondering crowd; and Peter, who was generally the spokesman
for the rest, addressed them in a very pointed and pathetic discourse; and
such a Divine Unction accompanied the word that three thousand souls
were ‘pricked in their hearts’, and from the view they then had of their
state, they exclaimed, as in the greatest agony, Men and brethren, what
shall we do?—i.e., to be saved from that guilt which they felt, and from
that wrath which they feared. Our Lord had informed Peter and his
brethren, who were fishers by occupation, that ‘He would make them
fishers of men’; and now the word of the Lord Jesus was verified, for on
the first casting the Gospel net, this vast multitude of souls were caught
therein, and were added to the number of those who believed to the
saving of their souls.
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The Apostles and brethren went forth everywhere preaching the word,
and signs and wonders were daily wrought in the name of the holy child
Jesus. They were inspired with such holy zeal, and were so indefatigable
in their labours, that in the space of forty years they carried the glad
tidings of salvation into almost every part of the then known world.
‘Their sound went into all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world!”

It would far exceed my limits to enter fully, or minutely, into the state
of the Church of Christ from that period to the commencement of the
revival of religion, begun and carried on by the subjects of these memoirs.
Suffice it to say that even in the most corrupt and dark ages of the world
God had His chosen witnesses (though sometimes few in number), and
a succession of men, ‘endued with power from on high’, have been raised
up to bear his name before the people, and to proclaim ‘peace on earth,
and goodwill to men’.

Our own countryman, Wickliffe, was a burning and shining light in
his day, and may be considered as the morning star of the Reformation.
John Huss and Jerome of Prague, who were enlightened by the writings of
Wickliffe, were bold defenders of the ‘truth as it is in Jesus’, and were
crowned with martyrdom for the word of God and the testimony which
they held. Their successors on the continent—Luther, Melancthon, Calvin,
Zuinglius, &c., were the blessed means of opposing the errors of Popery,
and of propagating Divine Truth; and through them many in this kingdom
received the same grace, and became zealous for the same precious faith.

Our worthy and venerable Reformers, Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, and a
crowd of holy witnesses were raised up of God in this land to testify his
truth to mankind. After these blessed men were called to seal the truth
with their blood, there was a general decay in Religion, and the love of
many waxed cold, till it pleased God again to revive it by the ministry
of the Quakers and Puritans, in what is generally called the Puritanic Age;
because the most pious people in the land were termed Puritans. It is
certain, at that period, ‘pure and undefiled religion ‘was understood,
experienced, and practiced by thousands in this nation, for when the day
of trial came, there was found no less than two thousand Ministers in the
Establishment who submitted to fines and imprisonments rather than
injure their consciences and sin against God! If there were so many
faithful shepherds, surely the numbers of
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XV

their flocks, and of the true sheep of Christ among them must have been
very great.

From this time till the happy period recorded in the following pages,
Religion hid her beauteous face, and was confined to a few poor, destitute
followers of Christ (Quakers and Puritans), who met on the mountains,
or in cellars, and were even there pursued by those human beasts or
devilsthe abettors of persecution.

It is an undeniable fact that from that black Bartholomew’s-day in
1662, to the commencement of the eighteenth century, Religion in this
country was at a very low ebb. The power of it, except in a very few
instances, was denied, and even the form but little attended to. The
important doctrines of the Gospel were almost wholly lost sight of, and
a system of heathen morality substituted in the room of the doctrine of
justification by faith, and regeneration by the Spirit! “The godly man had
ceased, and the faithful failed from among the children of men. There
was indeed a Beveridge, a Henry, a Watts, and a Doddridge, and a few others,
both in the Established Church, and among the Dissenters, who were
men of God, and whose praise is in all the Churches. But, nevertheless,
ignorance, profaneness, and infidelity generally prevailed, and wickedness
overspread the land like a flood. Scepticism and infidelity were so prevalent,
and the enemies of the Christian Revelation, and friends of Deism so
greatly increased, and were become so bold and daring in their attempts
to propagate their principles in the University, that they roused the
attention of the Vice-Chancellor and the heads of Houses!

That eminently holy and blessed man, Dr Watts, justly and feelingly
lamented the decay of piety in his day. He says, in the preface to the first
volume of his Sermons, ‘Our fathers talked much of pious experience,
and have left their writings of the same strain behind them; they were
surrounded with converts, and helped to fill heaven apace, for God was
with them. But as to the savour of piety and inward relimon; as to spiritual-
mindedness, and zeal for God, and the good of souls; as to the spirit and
power of evangelical ministrations, we may all complain, the glory is
departed from our Israel’

It has often been observed that the darkest part of the night immediately
precedes the breaking forth of the light of the morning; and as in the
natural, so it has frequently, been in the spiritual world. In this time of
darkness and gloominess; in this day of clouds and thick darkness, did

God
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remember this nation in mercy, and raised up that great Luminary of
the Christian world, the Rev. JOHN WESLEY, who, under God, was the
father and founder of METHODISM.

This great man was the son of the Rev. Samuel Wesley, Rector of Epworth,
in Lincolnshire—a gentleman, though very respectable for learning, and
conspicuous for piety, yet not of large fortune or powerful connections.
Mr John Wesley was born June 17th, O.S. 1703; and in the year 1720, he
entered a student in Christ-Church College, Oxford. He was soon noticed
in the University as a man of extraordinary abilities. He took his degree
of Bachelor of Arts at an early age; and having been ordained Deacon in
1725, was elected Fellow of Lincoln College in 1726. In the following
year he took his degree of Master of Arts, and on September 22, 1728,
was ordained Priest.

But what rendered Mr Wesley more conspicuous in the University was
his uncommon seriousness and exemplary conduct. In 1729, Mr Wesley
himself says, ‘My brother and I, reading the Bible, saw inward and outward
holiness therein; followed after it, and incited others so to do. Their
labours were not in vain; for a few young gentlemen soon united with
them, and they frequently met together in order to help each other to
‘work out their salvation with fear and trembling’. Their assembling
together after this manner, their receiving the sacrament every Lord’s
day, and their method of spending time, procured them the appellation
of Melhodisis. Mr Wesley being the senior brother, he was supposed to be
the best qualified, and therefore the whole management of the society
(which consisted at first of four, then of six, and afterwards of eight persons)
devolved upon him;and to him they looked up as to a father, for direction
in their studies, and in the things which belonged to their everlasting
peace.

In November, 1729, the society at Oxford consisted of the following
gentlemen:Mr John and Charles Wesley, Mr Richard Morgan, and Mr
Kirkman. In 1733, they were joined by Mr Benjamin Ingham and Mr
Broughton; and also in April, the same year, by Mr Clayton and two or
three of his pupils; about the same time Mr James Harvey, pupil to Mr
John Wesley, joined them, and shortly after Mr George Whilefield. These
gentlemen were all Collegians, and are to be considered as the first
METHODISTS.

In the year 1735, Mr Wesley, for the first time, preached extempore, in
All-hallows Church, Lombard-street, London; but
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it was not till the year 1737 that he saw ‘holiness comes by faith, and
that men are justified before they are sanctified’.

Mr Wesley was so filled with zeal for the honour of God and the good
of souls, that he hazarded the dangers of the ocean, and voluntarily
sustained the hardships of a foreign climate in order to save souls from
eternal death; as did also his brother, Charles Wesley, and their coadjutor
in this blessed cause, the Rev. George Whitefield, whose labours in the
vineyard were abundant.

In 1735, Mr Wesley went to Georgia, where he formed a small society.
Here also, as well as on his passage, he became acquainted with the
Moravian brethren, who taught him the way of faith more perfectly.

He returned to England in February, 1738, and instantly repaired to his
beloved Oxford, where he had then serious thoughts of spending the
residue of his days! But God designed him for a larger sphere of usefulness
below, and for a brighter crown of glory above!

May 1st, 1738, Mr Wesley, and some Moravians formed themselves into
a society, which met in Feller-lane, London. In the month of June he paid
a visit to the Brethren at Hernhuth, in Germany; and returned to England
again in September following.

Mr Wesley had hitherto preached only in the Churches, and rigidly
observed all the rites and ceremonies of the Church; even the very Rubrick
of the Common-prayer was sacred to him, and he observed it with the
utmost firmness and punctuality. He was so extremely tenacious of every
point relating to decency and order, that he says himself, ‘T should have
thought the saving of souls almost a sin, if it had not been done in a
Church!” What less than Almighty power could conquer prejudices like
these!

Mr Wesley had strenuously maintained the new doctrine (as it was then
called) of Salvation by Faith wherever he preached; but though this Divine
truth was so well suited to the state of fallen man, and though many did
embrace it, finding it to be the ‘power of God unto salvation’; yet many
others, especially among the higher orders of society, were offended, and
Mr Wesley was soon told at most of the churches, ‘Sir, you must preach
here no more’.

Early in the year 1739 Mr Whitefield went down to Bristol, and in that
city first began to preach in the open air. Mr Wesley continued his labours
in London and Oxford alternately, and occasionally in the neighbouring
places, without any

— b



Methodist Memorial A5 v2.gxp:Methodist Memepial A5.Q5 6 12 2008 00:56 Page 33

PROOF READING DRAFT—I 33

XVill

intention of altering his usual manner of proceeding. But in the month
of March he received a letter from Mr Whitefield pressing him to come
to Bristol without delay, and to share with him in his labour and in his
joy. Mr Wesley was not at all forward to comply with this request. He
appeared at a full stand—he knew not what to do. A dispensation of the
Gospel was committed to him; the churches were shut against him; he
saw the people perishing for lack of knowledge; the regular shepherds
in general cared not for the flock; the Word of the Lord was with him
as a fire in his bones: and, therefore, at last, though he was warmly opposed
by his brother Charles and others, he resolutely broke through all his
prejudices and prepossessions, and freely gave himself up to do the work
in that way which he believed the Lord required at his hands.

On 2 April 1739, he first went out into the highways and hedges to
compel sinners to come to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

This new method of preaching, as might be expected, exposed Mr
Wesley and all his brethren who followed his example to the scoffs and
ridicule of the giddy multitude, and an enormous load of calumny and
reproach was poured upon them from every quarter. They, had to encounter
the very ‘beasts of the people’, and their lives were frequently in imminent
danger from lawless mobs. They saw, they felt, however, that God was
with them: the Word which they thus preached was attended with power.
Many of the most profligate and abandoned of mankind became reformed,
and were ‘renewed in the spirit of their minds’. The effects which were
produced by their preaching were, to them, incontrovertible evidences
of the approbation of God; they, therefore, slood in the midst of all assaults:

——"‘as an iron pillar strong,
And stedfast as a wall of brass!

They pressed into every open door; and when the churches were denied
them, or could not contain the multitudes that attended, they went out
and preached that men should repent, in Mootfields, on Kennington Common,
and wherever an opportunity presented itself of holding forth the Word
of life.

The souls that were deeply affected under their ministry came, as might
be expected, to them for advice. In the latter end of the year 1739, Mr
Wesley says, ‘Eight or ten persons came to me in London who appeared
to be deeply
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convinced of sin, and groaning for redemption’. This may be considered
as the rise of the Methodist Society.

As their numbers increased daily, Mr Wesley found it impossible to give
them advice separately; and therefore desired them to come together on
a Thursday evening. But he soon found himself inadequate to the task
alone, and some circumstances of a temporal nature occurring at Bristol,
gave rise to the division of the Society into classes, which consisted of
twelve or fifteen persons, one of whom was called the Leader, and appointed
to watch over the rest.

As the winter approached the weather would not permit them any
longer to meet in the open air. A convenient building, therefore, near
Moorfields, in London, being proposed to Mr IWesley, he gladly embraced
it. It had been a Foundry for the King’s Cannon; and it was soon fitted
up with benches, &c., for the accommodation of the hearers. The men
and women sat apart, as in the primitive churches. In Bristol Mr Wesley
erected a Preaching house, which was the first Chapel the Methodists
ever built. The first stone was laid 12 May 1739; and in order to avoid
the appearance of dissenting from the Church of England, it was called
the New-Room. About two years after he erected a building in Newcastle-
on-Tyne, which he called the Orphan-House, because he originally designed
to support orphans and widows therein—and for some years his design
was fully carried into, execution.

Mr Wesley and his brother Charles, who was also zealously affected in
this good cause, prosecuted their labours in the midst of the greatest
hardships and most grievous sufferings. They visited various parts of the
kingdom; and wherever they preached the Word was owned of God, and
Societies were formed. The harvest was truly great, but the labourers
were very few; they therefore prayed the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth more labourers into the harvest. In this they were heard
and answered; not, indeed, as they, expected or desired, but in a way that
tended to destroy the wisdom of the wise, and to bring to nothing the understanding
of the prudent.

Some of those who had tasted of the good Word of God and felt the
powers of the world to come were constrained by the love of Christ,
which they happily experienced, to care for those of their own household,
and also for their neighbours, whom they saw thronging the downward
road, and perishing for lack of knowledge. This induced them, without
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any previous design, to speak to these lost sinners of their dreadful
state; of the gracious intentions of God in Christ Jesus concerning them;
and of the happiness resulting from the possession of true religion. Many
of their neighbours also, noticing the great change in their conduct and
conversation, were incited, from curiosity, to inquire of them concerning
this sect, which at that time was everywhere spoken against. This induced
these persons simply to declare the things which they had seen and felt;
and their word was in the demonstration of the Spirit and with power.
Thus, without any premeditated plan or design of their own, these men
became Exhorters in the Church of God. Mr Wesley and his brother, with
many others, knew not what to think of this—it was a ‘new thing in the
earth’, and, according to their views at that time, subversive of all order
and decorum.

It does not clearly appear in what month of the year 1740 the Lay-
preachers assisted Mr Wesley as Itinerants (indeed, he mentions a Joseph
Humphries, who gave him some assistance in 1738, but the first regular
Lay-preacher was Thomas Maxfield; and it is probable that he first preached
in the beginning of the year 1740. Mr Wesley being necessitated to leave
London on some important business, and havin no Clergyman to watch
over the flock in his absence, he appointed Mr Maxfield to pray with the
people, and to give them such advice as he judged to be needful. It is
certain, however, that Mr Wesley had not the most distant idea of his
attempting to preach, nor does it appear that Mr Maxfield had any such
intention himself; but being fervent in spirit, and mighty in the Scriptures,
he was led on further than he designed, and at last began to preach! The
Lord also bore testimony, to the word of his servant, and confirmed it
by awakening and converting souls by his ministry.

However, his having thus, as they thought, usurped the sacred office
without a regular call, gave great offence to many, and Mr Wesley was
requested to repair to town without delay, in order to stop the evil.

Mr Wesley’s mother was a woman of deep piety, strong sense, and sound
judgement in the things of God;she had heard Mr Maxfield preach, and
was fully persuaded that he was called of God to the work of the ministry.

When Mr Wesley came to town, she observed that his countenance
expressed great dissatisfaction, and she inquired into the cause; he warmly
replied, “Thomas Maxfield has turned preacher, I find’, Mrs Wesley looked
attentively at
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him, and replied, John, you know what my sentiments have been; you
cannot suspect me of favouring readily anything of this kind. But take
care what you do with respect to that young man; for he is as surely
called of God to preach as you are’ This deterred Mr Wesley from the
execution of his purpose; and finding upon inquiry that good was done
to the souls of the people, the practice was suffered to continue.

This, however, is an incontestible proof that Mr Wesley had no design,
nor, at that time, the least idea of having Preachers under him as sons in
the Gospel, as some of his enemies have insinuated. Indeed, the more
the life of this great, man is developed, the more clearly it will appear
that he was influenced by the purest motives; that every step which he
took was in the order of God, and that one circumstance made way for
another, till the plan designed by him, who had called him to this ’office
and ministry’, was so far completed, as to answer the most important
endseven the conversion of thousands and tens of thousands to the
knowledge of the truth!

In the month of May, 1742, Mr Wesley visited Yorkshire; at Birstal, near
Leeds, he met with John Nelson, who had also begun to exhort his neighbours
to ‘flee from the wrath to come’; and his word was made the power of
God to the salvation of many souls. The manner in which he began to
preach is thus related by Mr Wesley. ‘John Nelson had full employment
in London, and large wages; but he found a constant inclination to return
to his native place. He did so, and his relations and acquaintance soon
began to inquire what he thought of this new faith (which, by means of
Mr Ingham, had occasioned much noise and talk in Yorkshire). John Nelson
told them plain blank that this new faith, as they called it, was the old
faith of the Gospel, and related to them his own experience. This was
soon noised abroad, and more and more came to inquire concerning
these strange things. Some put him upon proving these great truths, and
thus he was brought unawares to quote, explain, compare, and enforce
several parts of Scripture. This he did at first sitting in his house, till the
company increased so that the house could not contain them. He then
stood at the door, which he was commonly obliged to do every evening
as soon as he came from work. In different parts of the kingdom, several
others were raised up in a similar manner, and their labours were abundautly
blest to many souls.
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For some time, these Lay-preachers exercised their talents only in the
neighbourhood where they lived, while their own hands ministered to
their necessities; and even after they went forth to preach, and had wholly
devoted themselves to the work of God, there was no regular provision
made for them, but their wants were supplied, as they occurred, by the
Stewards of the different Societies. At the Conference in 1752, it was
agreed that each Preacher should receive the sum of twelve pounds per
annum, to provide himself with clothes, books, &c.This small sum, though
very inadequate, ‘considering the time in which it was fixed, the depreciation
of money, and the enormous advance of every article of consumption’,
is, with a few exceptions, continued to this day [1801].

All the Lay-preachers looked up to Mr Wesley as the father of the
family, and were directed by him in the work. He appointed each Preacher
his place from time to time, as exigencies required. As the number of
Societies and Preachers increased, it became necessary for the preservation
of order, and to prevent their obtruding upon each other in their labours,
to appoint each Preacher his proper station, and to fix its bounds. These
limits were first called Rounds, then Circuits; and the number of Preachers
in them were according to the existing circumstances.

As it was impossible for Mr Wesley to superintend all the Societies
himself, he saw it expedient to appoint one Preacher in each circuit to
assist him 1in this work, and that Preacher was, in consequence of his
office, called the Assistant.

The work continuing to increase on Mr Wesley’s hands, and believing
that in a multitude of counsellors there is safety, he saw it necessary to converse
with certain of the Preachers respecting the work in which they were
engaged. He accordingly desired the Preachers to meet him, which
meeting was afterward called the Conference. The first meeting was held
in London, 25 June 1744.

Most of the primitive Methodist Preachers, like their predecessors, the
first Ministers of the Gospel, were plain men, called of God from their
different secular avocations to take upon them this office and ministry.
Some of them were evidently men of strong parts, possessed of sound
judgement, and of a quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. Few of
them had enjoyed the advantages of a liberal education; but being satisfied
of their call from God, and burning with holy zeal for his glory, they
went forth, in his strength, making mention of his righteousness, and his
only. They
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simply and affectionately related to their congregations the important
truths which they had been taught from the Scripitures. and which they
had happily experienced in their own souls—not in the wisdom which
this world teacheth, but in the demonstration of the Spirit and with
power’. And the Lord bore testimony to the word of His servants, and,
wherever they preached signs and wonders were wrought in the name of the
holy Jesus. Thus did this great work begin, and grow and prevail, till it
has spread through, and covered every part of this land!

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to observe that it is impossible
for these Preachers to have been influenced by any other motive than
the glory of God, and the advancement of his kingdom among men. Mr
Wesley generally told them, before they engaged in the work: “To be a
Methodist Preacher is not the way to Ease, Honour, Pleasure, or Profit;
it 1s a life of much labour and reproach. They often fare hard, often are
in want. They are liable to be stoned, beaten, and abused in various ways.
Consider this before you engage in so uncomfortable a way of life” Most
of the Preachers at that time found Mr Wesley’s words true. Their labours
were intense; their accommodations and provisions in general mean; and
they had frequently to contend with the outcasts of men; and were sometimes
abused in a manner too, shocking to relate! They cheerfully, however,
sacrificed ease, honour, and worldly gain; and, with the Apostle, counted
not their own lives dear unto themselves, so that they might but finish their course
with joy, and the ministry which they had received.

My reasons for introducing these Memoirs, with this brief sketch of
the State of Religion, and the honoured instruments the Lord has made
use of in promoting his glory in the world, are—first, to show the peculiar
care of God over his Church and People, in thus raising up a succession
of men from time to time to preserve his truth inviolate, and to perpetuate
it to posterity. Secondly, To convince the infidels (if these pages should
be perused by such) that in the darkest and most degenerate ages which
the world has known, God has had his witnesses (though sometimes very
inconsiderable in number), who have faithfully and invariably testified
that the deeds of the men of this world are evil. Thirdly, To make the
people called Methodists especially sensible of their privileges; and to
afford them the means of knowing the rock whence they were hewn, and
the hole of the pit whence
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they were digged; that they also may remember the honoured instrument
first called of God, and see how the Lord blessed him and increased him;
and that they may discover the different steps by which he was led to
adopt those various plans which have so wonderfully conduced to their
prosperity, both as individuals and as a people.

I have aimed at brevity and perspicuity throughout the whole. If the
people I have the honour to be connected with (as it is principally for
them I write) are pleased and profited, and the great HEAD of the Church
glorified and exalted, my highest ambition will be gratified; and all that
is within me shall say, NOT UNTO ME, NOT UNTO ME, BUT UNTO THY
NAME, O GOD, BE ALL THE PRAISE FOR EVER AND EVER.AMEN.
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WILLIAM BAINES

e was for some time master of Kingswood School, near Bristol, but

he afterwards procured ordination from the late friendly Bishop of
Bath and Wells, and for several years he preached at two or three churches
in the neighbourhood of Bristol. Mr Wesley then invited him to London,
to assist him as a Curate in his Chapels there. In this office he continued
for some time; his ministerial talents were not great, but he was generally
esteemed a very sensible and pious man. In the time of the late American
war he suffered his mind to be too much occupied with the politics of
the day: but the days of his pilgrimage were soon ended, for on 27
December 1777, the Lord was pleased, by a violent fever, to take him to
that world where

No horrid alarm of wars
Shall break his eternal repose.

ARSQC sk,

JAMES BARRY

E was for many years a faithful labourer in his Lord’s vineyard; and
Has he laboured much so he suffered much, but with unwearied
patience. In his death he suffered nothing, stealing quietly away. But his
end was peace, quietness, and assurance for ever! He died at Gainsborough, in
Lincolnshire, in the year 1783.
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BENJAMIN BEANLAND

E was raised up as a Preacher among the Methodists when the work
was in its infancy; and consequently he was called to endure grievous
sufferings for the truth’s sake. He had many narrow escapes for his life,
and many wonderful deliverances; but he had at that time such firm
confidence in God, that the wicked were never permitted to do him any
harm. He was a very sensible man, and possessed of uncommon ministerial
gifts, so that he was a most delightful Preacher both acceptable and useful.
In those days there was no settled provision made for the Preachers,
but when they wanted anything they made application to the Stewards
of the Circuit for a supply of their wants. This method was not pleasing
to Mr Beanland, and consequently when he had nearly worn out the
clothes with which he set out he would not condescend to ask for more,
and made this a pretext for leaving the work; he therefore returned home
again, saying, ‘sooner than he would be damned for debt he would work
hard, and thus provide himself with what he wanted’. It certainly was
wrong for the people among whom he laboured to permit this man of
God (for such he then was) to fall into such a temptation: as the people
ought at all times to anticipate the necessities of those who are thus
labourin for their good. Reason dietates that the labourer is worthy of his
hire; and the Lord of the vineyard hath ordained that they who preach the
Gospel should live of the Gospel. If the Ministers of the sanctuary minister
to the people spiritual things, it surely becomes them, to whom they thus
minister, to give them what is necessary of their carnal things. Though
the consideration of these things may tend greatly to extenuate the fault
of Mr Beanland in leaving the work, yet it does not altogether free him
from the guilt. He ought to have recollected that the God whom he was
serving in the Gospel of his Son had said, Tiust in the Lord, and do good;
dwell in the land, and verily thou shall be fed. It is evident, however, from
the sequel, that the thing which he had done greatly displeased the Lord,
and that which he so much feared, and which by human prudence he
endeavoured to prevent, came awfully upon him; for after all his industry,
and economy, he was actually cast into prison for debt! He lived for many
years afterwards in a state of extreme poverty and distress, and what is
still worse, there is too much reason to fear that he
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also became vain in his imagination, measured back again his steps to
earth, and lost that sweet savour of religion which he had once so happily
enjoyed. It is remarkable that he frequently attempted to rise and shake
himself from the dust; that he often endeavoured to recover his ministerial
gifts; but that God, whom he had so greatly dishonoured, and whose
Spirit he had so deeply grieved, would not permit this, and he ended his
days very suddenly in great obscurity.

THOMAS BEARD

E was among the first Lay Preachers. Mr Wesley gives the following

brief accountof him; and though it is all T can collect, it is certainly
worthy of note. He was a quiet and peaceable man, who was torn from
his wife and children, and sent for a soldier—that is, banished from all
that was near and dear to him, and constrained to dwell among lions, for
no other crime, real or pretended, than that of calling sinners to repentance.
But his soul was in nothing terrified by his adversaries.Yet the body after
a while sunk under its burden. He was lodged in the hospital at Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, where he praised God continually. His fever increasing, he
was let blood; his arm festered, mortified, and in the end was amputated.
Two or three days after this God graciously signed his discharge, and
called him up to his eternal throne in the year 1774.

Servant of God, well done! well hast thou fought
The better fight; who single hast maintained
Against revolted multitudes the cause

Of God, in word, mightier than they in arms.

Mr Hopper, in a letter to me, dated 8 September 1800, makes honourable
mention of Mr Beard, and says, ‘he died a martyr at Newcastle-upon-Tyne’.

The following lines were written by the Rev. Charles Wesley as a poetic
tribute to his memory:

1 Soldier of Christ, adieu!
Thy conflicts here are past,
Thy Lord hath brought thee through,
And giv’'n the crown at last;
Rejoice to wear the glorious prize,
Rejoice with God in paradise.
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2 There all thy sufferings cease,
There all thy griefs are o’er,

The prisoner is at peace,

The mourner weeps no more;
From man’s oppressive tyranny
Thou livs’t, thou liv’st for ever free.

3 Torn from thy friends below,

In banishment severe,
A man of strife and woe,

No more thou wander’st here;
Join’d to thy better friends above,
At rest in thy Redeemer’s love.

4 No longer now constrain’d

With human fiends to dwell,
To see their evil, paili’d,

Their blasphemies to feel;
Angels and Saints thy comrades are,
And all adore the Saviour there.

5 Thou canst not there bemoan

Thy friend’s or country’s loss,
Through sore oppression groan,

Or faint beneath the cross;
The joy hath swallowed up the pain,
And death is thy eternal gain.

6 What bath their malice done,
Who hurried hence thy soul!
When half thy race was run,
They pushed thee to the goal
Sent to the souls supremely blest,
And drove thee to thy earlier rest.

Page
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7 Thou out of great distress,

To thy reward art past,
Triumphant happiness,

And joys that always last;
Thanks be to God, who set thee free,
And gave the final victory.

8 Thy victory we share,
Thy glorious joy we feel,
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Parted in flesh we are,

But join’d in spirit still
And still we on our brethren call,
To praise the common Lord of all.

9 Not for your needless aid,
Not for your useless pray’rs,
(Jesus for us hath pray’d,
And all our burthens bears),
Yet still on you we call and cry,
Extol the Lord of earth and sky.

10 Then let us still maintain
Our fellowship Divine,
And till we meet again
In Jesu’s praises join;
Thus, till we all your raptures know,
Sing you above, and we below.

JOHN BENNET

l lE began his itinerant labours in the Gospel in the year 1747. He
possessed considerable ministerial abilities; and was a most indefatigable

and successful labourer in the vineyard, especially in Derbyshire, Lancashire,

and Cheshire, for several years. By the following letter we may form some

judgement of what his labours were about the year 1750:—

Many doors [says he] are opened for preaching in these parts, but cannot

be supplied for want of Preachers. My circuit is one hundred and fifty
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miles in two weeks; during which time I preach publicly thirty-four times,
besides meeting the Societies, and visiting the sick,” &c.

Mr Bennet’s extmordinary labours were attended with an uncommon
blessing, and he was instrumental in raising several Societies in Lancashire,
before Mr Wesley had visited that part of the kingdom. By the postscript
of a letter, which he wrote to Mr Wesley in March, 1747, I presume that
he had been wavering in his mind respecting the controverted points;
for he says, ‘I must confess that I lately looked upon man as a mere machine;
and whoever considers man as such, cannot
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possibly escape falling into the doctrine of Reprobation and Election. 1
looked upon man in this light from reading some authors, which has
caused me many an uneasy hour; I wish all my young brethren may escape
this place of torment. Unguarded expressions which we have used in our
exhortations have given rise to the Calvinistic doctrine, as also to
Antinornianism.

In a few years after this, Mr Bennet, however, embraced this very system
which he at the above period so much deprecated. So mutable a creature
is man! On the 26th of December, 1752, he separated from Mr Wesley’s
connection, and took a considerable part of the Society at Bolton-le-moors,
in Lancashire, along with him. He called Mr Wesley a Pope, and charged
him with preaching Popery! He also charged him with denying the
perseverance of the saints, and teaching sinless perfection. The two former
charges were utterly false; the two latter misrepresented. Mr Wesley taught
that a believer might, though he need not, fall from grace; he also exhorted
believers to go on to perfection—that is, as he explained it, to love God with
all their heart; but this he termed Christian, not sinless perfection. Mr
Bennet was Pastor of an Independent congregation at Bolton for several
years.

ABRAHAM BISHOP

E was a native of the Isle of Jersey. He began his itinerant labours
Hin the province of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick; and at the
Conference 1793, was appointed for Grenada, in the West Indies, where
he concluded his labours and finished his course. He lived continually
within the veil, and his soul uninterruptedly longed for the salvation of
sinners. He was instant in season, and out of season; an useful Preacher all
the day long, without the least breach of modesty or decorum. He preached
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well, both in French and English. In the same letter, of which two-thirds
were written with his own hand in the most lively and animating manner,
an account was transmitted of his death by the Rev. Mr Dent, Rector of
St George’s, Grenada, who loved him as his own child. He fell a sacrifice
to the yellow fever, which at that time prevailed in the West India islands.
Though not conscious of the violence of his disorder, he said to one of
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his friends, ‘T am ready to go to heaven’. He earnestly exhorted all who
came near him, appeared entirely dead to the world, and had a glorious
prospect of a blessed eternity.

RICHARD BLACKWELL

THIS excellent man began his public labours about the year 1766. He
possessed considerable talents for the ministry, and was wise above
his years. He was wholly devoted to God, and an example to the flock.
He was serious, spiritual, and heavenly in all his conversation—preaching
in season and out of season, out of the pulpit as well as in it. After travelling
two or three years, he caught a fever at Aberdeen; and, though in a kind
of delirium, he rose from his bed, and preached a very useful sermon in
the chapel, to the admiration of all present. This was undoubtedly an
imprudent step, and ought to have been prevented, if possible, by his
friends; for it increased the fever to such a degree that he died in a few
days! But his end was glorious! He went to God full of faith and the
Holy Ghost. Many of the Ministers and Gentlemen of the city of Aberdeen
conferred great honour upon this young man at his death, and attended
his funeral; while one of them, a gentleman of considerable respectability,
requested that his remains might be interred in his family vault.

Mr Blackwell went to the joy of his Lord, 27 December 1767. He was
only confined to his room one week. On Sunday, the 13th, he preached
at five in the evening to a crowded audience, from the words of David
to his son Solomon, ‘Arise and be doing, and the Lord be with you’, and indeed
it was a farewell sermon. He was not able to meet the Society; but,
nevertheless, as he had caught cold, his indisposition was but little thought
of. He continued very poorly till Thursday, when he had great distress
both of body and mind, occasioned by the buffetings of Satan. On Friday,
he was afraid he should lose the use of his reason; and early on Saturday
morning he was seized with a delirium, which continued till three o’clock
on Monday morning; during which time he never closed his eyes till a
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little before he expired, At intervals he spoke of the glory and majesty
of Jehovah and of the things of God in general, with great delight, and
died happy in the Lord.

32

ANDREW BLAIR

HIs eminently useful man was born in the North of Ireland, about
Tthe year 1748. In early life he discovered a strong inclination to
reading and study; he preferred conversing with books to all other
gratifications; and thought nothing too much that he could do to procure
a variety of them. Those who knew him from the beginning of his
Christian course esteemed and loved him much for his close walking
with God, and his great faithfulness in the work of the ministry. In the
year 1768, he first heard the Methodists preach; and, in 1771, he was
brought to a saving acquaintance with God, and received the truth as it
is in Jesus. He soon began to tell of the lovingkindness of the Lord, and
to declare those truths to others which he had found to be the power
of God to the salvation of his own soul. In this work he met with
considerable encouragement, and his labours were abundantly blest. He
was received upon trial at the Conference in 1778, and was everywhere
received by the people with the warmest affection, and regarded as an
eminent messenger of the living God. He had a more than ordinary
knowledge of men and things, and could trace the human heart in its
various turnings and windings; and therefore was well calculated to detect
those who had not the roof of the matter in them. In conversation, he was
a pattern of ease, modesty, and good sense; and all his conversations were
directed to the glory of God, and to the edification of souls. His public
discourses were well digested, solid, and lively, and were generally attended
with a Divine unction. Many in different parts of Great Britain and
Ireland felt the power of his word, and acknowledged him as their father
in the Gospel. He was mighty in prayer; it was evident to all who heard
him that he possessed the spirit of this duty in an uncommon degree,
and that he dwelt as in the secret of the Divine presence. The last
Conference he attended was at London, in 1792; and on his return from
thence to his native country he enjoyed a good state of health, but in a
few weeks his health began to decline, and there appeared evident
symptoms of a dropsy. The physician advised a trial of the Bath waters,
and for that purpose he came into England; but after an unsuccessful
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trial of several weeks, he returned to Dublin in the middle of December,
where he was affectionately received by Mr Arthur Keene, who treated
him as his own son. His conversation was such as became a messenger
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of God on the brink of eternity. With all the solemnity of a dying man,
he said, ‘I entered upon the ministry under a conviction that it was my
duty to do all the good I could. I had a zeal for the glory of God; but
neither on this, nor on any other thing I have done, do I rely, but solely
on the merits of Jesus!” He then lifted up his voice and said, ‘How long,
Lord, do thy chariot wheels delay—come quickly to my waiting soul’.
At another time he said, ‘It appears mysterious to me that I should be
cut off in the midst of my days, especially when I think of my dear wife
and four helpless babes; but God knows why it is so, and that is enough
for me. I know he stands in no need of me; I should be vain if I thought
he did. I believe he made some use of me; but he can raise up thousands,
and make them more useful than I have been.” His last night was a very
restless one; in the morning, he said his left leg was pained as if in a fire,
but added, ‘It will soon be over’. And so it proved, for at twelve o’clock
on Monday, s April 1793, he breathed forth his happy spirit into his hands,
who had redeemed him unto himself with his own blood. His last words
were—‘LET THE NAME OF THE LORD BE MAGNIFIED—GLORY BE TO GOD.
AMEN’

RICHARD BOARDMAN

E was a man of great piety, of an amiable disposition, and possessed
Hofa strong understanding. He was one of the first regular Methodist
Preachers who went to preach the Gospel on the continent of America.
He went thither with Mr Pilmore, in the year 1779. Mr Boardman was
greatly beloved and universally respected by the people wherever his lot
was cast. His ministerial labours were much owned of God, both in
Europe and America. He finished his course, by an apoplectic fit, at Cork,
in Ireland. The following are the circumstances which attended the death
of this man of God:—

Sunday, 29 September 1782, Mr Boardman having been eleven days in
Cork, was going out to dinner; as he was walking, he was suddenly struck
blind, so that he could not find his way, till one of our friends met him,
and took him by the hand. Soon after he seemed to recover himself, and
sat down to dinner. But quickly after he had a fit which deprived him
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both of his speech and understanding. A physician was called in, who

apprehended there was no immediate danger. Monday he seemed to be
perfectly well, and preached both that and the following evenings. His
mind was calm and serene, and no way anxious about either life or death.
On Friday morning he was present at the Intercession, and was observed
to pray with an uncommon degree of freedom and power. At three o’clock
he went out to dine, but as soon as he came into the house, he sunk
down insensible. He was then conducted back in a carriage to his own
house, and about nine o’clock in the evening he expired in the arms of
two of his brethren, and in the presence of many of his friends, who
commended him to God with sorrowful hearts and streaming eyes.

The Sunday before his death, he preached from, “Though he slay me, yet
will I trust in him’. It was a very solemn meeting, and a reverential awe
filled the hearts of the congregation. In his last prayer, at the Intercession
on Friday, he prayed fervently for the people, and begged that if this was
to be their last ineeting on earth, they might have a happy meeting in
the realms of light. It is remarkable that when he was leaving Limerick,
he told Mrs Boardman that he should die in Cork! But this was no concern
to him, as he knew for him fo live was Christ, and to die eternal gain. To
him, sudden death was sudden glory! But how necessary for us to have
our loins girded, and our lamps burning, that, if the Bridegroom should
come at midnight, or at cock-crowing, we may be found ready!

The following remarkable interposition of Divine Providence in favour
of this man of God is certainly worthy a place in these memoirs. It comes
from a person of respectability and veracity, and was related to him by
Mr Boardman himself.

I preached (says Mr Boardman) one evening at Mould, in Flintshire, and
next morning set out for Park-Gate. After riding some miles, I asked a
man if I was on my road to that place; he answered, ‘Yes, but you will
have some sands to go over, and, unless you ride very fast, you will be
in danger of being enclosed by the tide’. It then began to snow to such
a degree that I could scarcely see a step of my way, and my mare being
with foal, prevented my riding so fast as I otherwise should have done.
I got to the sands, and pursued my journey over them for some time;
but the tide then came in and surrounded me on every side, so that I
could neither
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proceed nor return back, and to ascend the perpendicular rocks was
impossible. In this situation I commended my soul to God, not having
the least expectation of escaping death. In a little time I perceived two
men running down a hill on the other side of the water, and by some
means they got a boat, and came to my relief, just as the sea had reached
my knees as I sat on the saddle. They took me into the boat, the mare
swimming by our side till we reached the land. While we were in the
boat, one of the men said, ‘Surely, Sir, God is with you!” I answered, ‘I
trust he 1s’; the man replied, ‘I know he is’; and then related the following
circumstance:—Last night I dreamed that I must go to the top of such
a hill. When I awoke, the dream made so deep an impression on my mind
that I could not rest. I therefore went and called upon this my friend to
accompany me. When we came to the place, we saw nothing more than
usual. However, I begged of him to go with me to another hill at a small
distance, and then we saw your distressing situation.” When we got ashore,
I went with my two friends to a public-house, not far from the place
where we landed, and as we were relating the wonderful providence, the
landlady said, “This day month, we saw a gentleman just in your situation,
but before we could hasten to his relief, he plunged into the sea, supposing
(as we conjectured) that his horse would swim with him to the shore;
but they both sunk and were drowned together!’

I gave my deliverers all the money I had, which I think and tarried all
night at the public-house. Next morning I was not a little embarrassed
how to pay my reckoning. I therefore apologised to the landlord for the
want of cash, and begged he would keep a pair of silver spurs, till I should,
send to redeem them. But he answered, “The Lord bless you, Sir, I would
not take a farthing from you for the world’. After some serious conversation
with the friendly people of the house, I bid them farewell, and recommenced
my journey, rejoicing in the Lord and praising him for his great salvation.

CHARLES BOONE

HE was a man of an excellent spirit, greatly beloved by the People,
and an able, faithful, zealous Minister of the Lord Jesus. He was
engaged as an Itinerant in the work of the
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Lord about fwenty-four years, and was the happy instrument in the hand
of God of turning many to righteousness. There appeared to be sweetly
blended in him the softness of moderation, with the inflexibility of truth;
the meekness of wisdom, with the ardour of piety; and the desire of unity
and peace, with strict attention to order and discipline. His last circuit
was Plymouth-Dock, where he laboured faithfully as long as he was able.
He left Dock in the latter end of July, 1795, and came near the city of
Exeter, where he intended to reside a few months for the benefit of the
air. His feeble frame sunk under the disorder, however; and, sensible that
the time of his dissolution was drawing near, he informed Mrs Boone
that it was probable he should not continue long with her. After one
very restless night, he said to Mrs Boone, with his usual composure of
mind, ‘T have often dwelt on, and enforced upon the minds of the people,
In such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh!” She replied, ‘Yes;
and you have also urged, “Be ye also ready”; and asked him if he knew
that God was making him ready for himself? He said, “Yes’. His extreme
weakness rendered him incapable of saying much, but no way discomposed
his mind, which was stayed on God, and his will perfectly resigned to
the Divine disposal. Not a murmuring word passed his lips, his consolations
abounded, and he was all serenity and peace. When asked, ‘If Jesus was
precious?’ he replied, “Very precious’. He fell asleep in Jesus about half-
past five o’clock, Monday afternoon, 20th July 1795.

Thus died this excellent man, in the full enjoyment of that lively and
blooming hope which the righteous possess at their death. He knew in
whom he had believed, even in CHRIST, the resurrection and the life. He
felt the sublime pleasures of true religion; and faith realised to his enraptured
view the opening, the boundless prospects of a happy eternity. He fell a
prey to a rapid atrophy; but death is his eternal gain. Having fought the
good fight, he is now crowned with glory, honour, and immortality.

WILLIAM BRAMMAH

l l E was a plain, honest man, of deep piety and great zeal for the cause
and interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom. His talents for the ministry
were remarkably small, so that it was
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almost proverbial, ‘Hear Mr Brammah once, and you will hear all he has
to say, let his text be what it will’. But God has sometimes chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the mighty, and things which are not to
bring to nought things which are: in order that he that glorieth may glory in
the Lord. Thus it was with this good man. He was much owned of God,
and his labours were universally blest. He had some hundreds of seals to
his ministry in Yorkshire and Lancashire, whom he hath found amongst
the blest, and who will be the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the
Lord Jesus. He finished his course about the year 1780.

ADRCh,

JOHN BRETTELL

E was born at Stourbridge, in Worcestershire, in the year 1742. The

Spirit of God began to work on his mind at an early period, and
he felt he wanted something to make him happy; but he was not properly
awakened till he was near twenty years of age. Under the ministry of a
Mr Brettell, a Local-preacher, God was pleased deeply to affect his mind;
and from that day he began to flee from the wrath to come. He met with
much opposition from his parents, and sometimes was locked out of
doors. In the midst of these heavy trials, the distress of his soul was great.
However, he continued instant in prayer, and sought the Lord with his
whole heart. He became a member of the Society at Birmingham; and in
a class-meeting the Lord manifested himself to his soul, and gave him a
comfortable evidence of his favour. In about four years after he was
justified, he began to preach; and his labours were a blessing to many of
his own kindred and neighbours. He came out as an Itinerant Preacher
at the Conference 1771. He travelled about twenty-six years, with the
short intermission of about three years, occasioned chiefly by a state of
illness. He was a man of great plainness and simplicity of manners, of
great sincerity and integrity of heart, and his ministerial labours were
blest to many. The sickness, which terminated in his removal hence, was
a slow fever. When he was first taken ill, he had a strong presentiment
that his sickness would be unto death; but he was remarkably happy in
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God. After which Satan very powerfully attacked him, and he was greatly
distressed with depressing
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views of his own unworthiness and ingratitude. This led him to pray
much for purity of heart, and he was remarkably blest. He said to his
brother, ‘I bless God, I was never more resigned to his will; I have no
pain, nor have I had any doubt of my acceptance with God since my
affliction began’. To two of his brethren he said, ‘Blessed be God, I have
not served him for nought; but I am very conscious, that though I am

Unworthy of the crumbs that fall,
Yet rais’d by him who died for all,
I eat the children’s bread.

A little before he departed this life, not being able to speak, he was desired
to raise his fingers if Jesus was precious; he instantly lifted up his hand
with great emotion. He then opened his eyes, and looked with his usual
case and pleasantness, and in a few moments breathed his last. Thus died
a meek and humble follower of Jesus, having just entered the ssth year
of his age.

THOMAS BRISCOE

E was an [tinerant Preacher among the Methodists for about thirty
Hyears. He was a man of many afflictions, being subject to extreme
nervous debility, so that for many years he could not take a circuit. His
disorder was first occasioned by lying in a damp bed, and by poor
accommodations in the country parts of Ireland. He was a sensible, well-
read man, and by no means a weak Preacher. After spending a few years
as a Supernumerary in the city of Chester, he died happy in the enjoyment
of God, and with a hope full of a glorious immortality, in the year 1797.

ARI@C,

JOHN BROADBENT

l lE was born near Leeds, in Yorkshire, and was brought to a saving
acquaintance with God when very young. He was received upon
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trial as an Itinerant Preacher about the year 1772. He was a man possessed
of a strong and clear under
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standing, and had considerable gifts for the work of the ministry. He was
very sensible and pious, and universally respected by the people where
he laboured for twenty-two years. He was fervent, lively, and zealous in
the pulpit; and, having naturally a weak constitution, he frequently so
exhausted himself in preaching, that he was ready to drop down when
he concluded his sermon. A short time before his death he settled at
Frome, in Somersetshire, where his path to eternity was smoothed by the
affectionate treatment he received from those steady friends to the cause
of God, Mr and Mrs Blunt. Finding that he had sunk into an irrecoverable
decline, he laid out himself to the uttermost in the honourable cause in
which he had been for many years engaged, and he preached to the very
last. He observed to a friend, just before he expired, ‘that God had very
much blest his soul!’

The following lines were inscribed on his tombstone:
Here lies
The Body of
The Rev. JOHN BROADBENT,
(23 Years a Preacher of the Gospel
In Connection with the People called Methodists,)
Who fell asleep in Jesus,
Nov. 10th, 1794,
Aged 43 Years.

His fervent zeal, with heav’nly Knowledge join’d,
Display’d his Piety and Strength of Mind,
And prov’d what can by God to Man be given;
Yet,those who knew him best, knew but in part
The Goodness and the Greatness of his Heart,
Would’st thou know all his worth—meet him in heaven.

The preceding lines were composed by his particular friend, Mr Bradburn,
who also preached his funeral sermon at Frome from 2 Corinthians §:4.
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DANIEL BUTHSTEAD

HE was a native of Colchester, in Essex, and was brought to an
acquaintance with Divine things in the days of his youth. In the
year 1762, he began his public labours in the vineyard
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of the Lord, and for many years was remarkably successful. He was a man
of deep piety, and of great integrity; he was very zealous and active in
the work of the ministry, and was highly acceptable wherever his lot was
cast. Had he continued in the work to the end of his days, he would
doubtless have proved a blessing to thousands more than he did; but he
was tempted to relinquish the itinerant life on account of his family
connections, and was prevailed upon to engage in secular things, and to
settle in London. It is no little matter to give up that call to man which
we have received from God to leave that sacred work, and again to entangle
ourselves with the things of this world! This step which Mr Bumstead
took was an unguarded one, and proved very unsuccessful. It cost him
much pain; and he lamented it even in his last moments. He continued,
however, united to the people, and occasionally preached. He retained a
measure of piety, and after weathering out a few years in much affliction,
both in body and mind, he departed this life in peace, and went to God
in the year 1797.

EDWARD BURBECK

ROM his childhood he was eminent for uprightness, industry, and the

fear of God. He was converted to God at an early period of his life,
and was soon called to bear a public testimony for him in the world. He
was admitted on trial as an Itinerant Preacher at the Conference in 1783,
and finished his course in the North of Scotland, in the year 1788. His
last circuit was Inverness, where he obtained a good report of all men.
He was remarkably serious, eminently devoted to God, and zealous in
promoting the best of causes.

RICHARD BURKE

HE was a man of great piety, uprightness, faith, and patience. His Lord
chose him in the furnace of aftliction: and he was made perfect
through sufferings. He united the wisdom and calmness of age with the
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simplicity of childhood. He was received upon the list of Itinerants in
1765; and concluded
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his life and labours in 1778. Mr Wesley remarks in his journal, ‘Sunday,
Feb. 15, 1778, I buried the remains of Richard Burke, a faithful labourer
in our Lord’s vineyard—a more unblameable character I have hardly
known. In all the years he has laboured with us I do not remember that
he ever gave me occasion to find fault with him in anything. He was a
man of unwearied diligence and patience, and his works do follow him.

JOHN BURNET

E was a very pious, devoted, useful young man. He came out to
Htravel at the Conference, 1787, and in a short time finished his
course in Ireland. He continued through a long illness in a triumphant
state of mind, and his end was glorious. He was enabled to meet the last
enemy not only with courage, but with extraordinary triumph. He saw
to the other side of the valley, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of God.

WILLIAM BUTTERFIELD

E was born near Halifax, in Yorkshire; and in early life was made a
Hpartaker of the grace of God in truth. He soon after began to warn
sinners to flee from the wrath to come; and was for some time an acceptable
useful Local preacher. In 1784 he became an Itinerant Preacher, and
laboured faithfully for eleven years; when it pleased God to visit him with
a very painful disorder (an inflammation in the brain), which deprived
him of the power of reason; but at intervals God gave him the use of his
understanding, and he then testified of the goodness of God. He died in
peace at Darlington, in Yorkshire, in 1794.

JOHN CATERMOLE

HE began to travel as a Preacher in the Methodist connection about
the year 1763. He was a deeply serious, pious, upright man; but was
naturally of a gloomy disposition, bordering
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upon melancholy. This rendered the itinerant life a trial to himself; and
his labours were not so acceptable to the people as they otherwise would
have been: he therefore continued as a Travelling Preacher but one year.
He settled at Portsmouth Common, where he opened a school; and preached
occasionally as long as he was able. He retained his piety and integrity,
and was very useful in his line of life to the last. He published several
useful Tracts, and died in peace about the year 1799.

ARCh,

JONATHAN CATLOW

E began his labours in the ministry when he was only sixteen years
Hof age. Yet notwithstanding his youth he was blessed with a considerable
deree of heavenly wisdom, and fervent zeal for the honour of God and
the salvation of souls. In those days it required no small degree of courage,
and deadness to the present world, to be a Methodist Preacher. This good
man had frequently to contend with the beasts of the people. In one
place where he preached the mob contrived to dig a deep pit in the
middle of the road in which he had to return home. They had filled the
pit with water, and intended to have plunged Mr Catlow into it. When
he came near the place, he perceived their design, and, without taking
any notice of it to them (who were not far oft), he quietly turned aside,
and thus escaped the danger. The foremost of the mob, supposing Mr
Catlow to have fallen into the pit, came rushing forward, and plunged
in themselves, while their companions came after them, and fell in also
before they perceived their mistake. In the meantime, Mr Callow walked
quietly home, and thus escaped out of their merciless hands. After travelling
for several years, he settled at Keighley in Yorkshire where, by attending
the funeral of a person who died of a malignant fever, he caught the
same disorder, and after suffering much, he died, in the flower of his age,
very happy, and rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God. He requested
that a sermon might be preached at his funeral from 1 John 3:2.And it
is worthy of remark, that from that time there was such a revival of the
work of God in that neighbourhood as had never been known before.
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Thus did God own the death of this good man whose life had been a
pattern of piety to all who knew him. He died about the year 1763.
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ADRCh,

THOMAS CHERRY

E entered upon the work of the ministry in the year 1767. He was
Ha very pious, steady, useful young man. He laboured faithfully and
with success for a few years, and then it pleased the Lord to take him to
an early rest. He finished his course with joy about the year 1773.

ARSQC sk,

JAMES CLOUGH

E came from Rochdale, in Lancashire; and began to travel as a Methodist

Preacher in the year 1760. He laboured as an Itinerant about ten
or twelve years, and then desisted and settled at Leicester, where he acted
as a Local Preacher to the last. For several years before his death he was
much quickened in his soul, which caused him to be more abundantly
zealous and active in the work till about the year 1795, when it pleased
the Lord to take him to his reward in a better world.

ARSQCsh,

ALEXANDER COATES

l lE was a native of North Britain, and being made a partaker of the
grace of God when very young, he entered upon the important
work of the ministry at an early period. He was an eminently holy man,
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and was qualified for extensive usefulness in the Church. His ministerial
abilities were very great, so that he was a very popular Preacher; and his
ministry was not only pleasing, but profitable. He was a scribe well
instructed in the things of the kingdom. He was mighty in the Scriptures,
and was remarkable for his pertinent quotations from that sacred treasury.
His conversation out of the pulpit corresponded with his abilities in it.
This rendered him an agreeable companion to the pious, and gave energy
to his public ministrations. After a life spent in holy communion with
God, and of extensive usefulness to men, he fliaished his course with joy
and triumph at Newcastle uponTyne, 6 October 1765. The account which
was transmitted to Mr Wesley of the death of this good man, by one who
was in the house where he died, is as follows:—‘I had the opportunity
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the last evening of seeing our dear aged brother Coates (he was at that

time the oldest Preacher in the connection). A few days before he was
sorely tempted by the enemy; but near the close he had perfect peace.
His faith was clear, and he found Christ precious, his portion, and his
eternal all. T asked him, a little before he expired, “If he had followed
cunningly-devised fables?” He answered, “No, no, no!” I then asked him,
“Whether he saw land?” He said, “Yes, I do.” And after waiting a few
minutes at anchor, he put into the quiet harbour of everlasting repose.

ARCh,

RICHARD COATES

E came out as an Itinerant Methodist Preacher at the Conference
Hin 1764, and was appointed to labour in what was then called the
Staffordshire Circuit. He was a deeply pious, lively, and zealous young man;
he was much beloved by the people among whom he laboured, and was
very useful. He, was appointed a second year for the same circuit; but it
pleased the Lord, in a few months, by a rapid decline, to take him to his
everlasting rest. His disorder was supposed to be brought on by the severity
of the winter and his excessive labours in the circuit. He was very happy
in his soul during his affliction; and though he suffered much, he was
perfectly resigned to the will of his heavenly Father, continually saying,
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‘Not my will, but thine be done’. The Lord made all his bed in his sickness,
and enabled him to triumph over the last enemy. His soul was preserved
in perfect peace; and in joyful hope of a blessed immortality, he left this
vale of tears at Wednesbury, in Staffordshire, in the year 1765, in the 28th
year of his age. His body was interred in the churchyard at Wednesbury,
and his funeral sermon was preached by Mr Mather.

ARSQCsh,

BENJAMIN COLLEY

E was a native of Tollerton, near Easingwood, in Yorkshire. He united
himself to the Methodists in the year 1761; and having received
Episcopal ordination, he was invited by Mr
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Wesley to London, where he officiated as a Clergyman in the Methodist

Chapels. He was a man of deep piety and uprightness, and earnestly
aspired after the heights and depths of Christian holiness. In the year
1762, not being sufficiently upon his guard, he was carried away by the
enthusiasm of George Bell and Thomas Maxfield. He, however, was soon
convinced of his error; and being tenderly dealt with by Mr John Mannus
(who had been the honoured instrument of his conversion to God), he
was 1n a short time recovered from that dangerous snare into which he
had fallen, and was restored again to Mr Wesley and the connection. In
July, 1763, he was employed in the work of God at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, where he was made a blessing to many. From thence he wrote to
Mr Wesley as follows:—‘The bar which Satan thrust in God has burst
asunder.You are near unto me; I can sympathise with you in your various
afflictions. To reflect upon my former conduct, that added to the weight
you endured, now pains me. Though you have forgiven me I cannot
forgive myself I cannot bring into words how I loath and abhor myself.
O that you and I may abhor this spirit! I think if ever I had Scriptural
experience it is now. I have continued to preach morning and evening,
though often tempted to give over, through the cloudiness. of my
understanding, and my various horrible conflicts within. Though I did
not then see it, the Lord was with me in the fire; and though it was as
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much as I could bear, yet there was a way for my escape. His hand sustained
me, and I am now (O for gratitude!) brought into the wealthy placel
keep off from the contention as much as possible, both in preaching and
conversation; and enforce Repentance, Faith, and Holiness, both of heart
and practice. This is the only way that I can find to pull down the
strongholds ofSatan.

He continued to labour faithfully and with a degree of success for
several years; and though at times subject to evil reasonings, and exercised
with strong temptations, yet he drank very deeply into the spirit of
holiness, and enjoyed great peace and Divine consolation. He witnessed
a good confession, before many witnesses, in his last moments, and died,
full of faith and the love of God, rejoicing in hope of the glory that shall
be revealed at the resurrection of the just. Mr Wesley, in his printed
journal, says, ‘Sunday, November 8th, 1767, I buried the remains of that
excellent young man, Benjamin Colley. He did rejoice evermore, and pray
without
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ceasing; but I believe his backsliding cost him his life. From the time
he missed his way, by means of Mr Maxfield, he went heavily all his days.
God, indeed, restored his peace, but left him to be buffetted of Satan in
an uncommon manner: and his trials did not end but with his life. However,
some of his last words were, “Tell all the Society, tell all the world, I die

EERE]

without doubt or fear”.

ARCh,

LAWRENCE COUGHLAN

E was a native of Ireland; and at an early period of Methodism was
Hcalled to preach the everlasting Gospel. He was a deeply pious man,
and a very lively, zealous preacher. His ministerial labours were much
owned of God, especially at Colchester, where the Lord put great honour
upon him, and gave him many seals to his ministry.

In the year 1762, he wrote to Mr Wesley as follows: ‘I bless God, I do
hold fast whereunto I have attained; Christ is all and in all to my soul.
In all his works, “my God I see the object of my love”. I am often so
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filled with gratitude and love, that I can only let silence speak his praise.
Sometimes my soul is drawn out in sweet, holy mourning for those who
are as sheep without a shepherd. At other times God shows me what a
poor, helpless creature I am; and the sense of this always abides with me,
so that I am often amazed at my own ignorance; and whatever good I
feel or do, I can truly say it is the Lord.” In another letter, written in the
same year, he says, ‘I find Christ to be exceedingly precious to my soul,
and it is my one desire to do his will. My soul is as a well-watered garden;
my life is hid with Christ in God; and, I believe, when Christ, who is my life,
shall appear, I shall appear with him in glory.” These extracts prove him to
have been a man experimentally acquainted with the things of God, and
that he was fully devoted to his service. In the year 1764 he was ordained,
with some other Methodist Preachers, by a Greek Bishop, who was then
in this country; on which account, I am informed, he was put away from
the Methodist connection. He afterwards, about the year 1768, procured
ordination from the then Bishop of London, and was sent as a Missionary
to Newfoundland; where, though he met with much opposition for three
years, he laboured faithfully,
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and, for the last four years, with a considerable degree of success.
The following letter, which he wrote to Mr Wesley in the year 1772,

will afford us some information respecting his labours, and the success

which attended them in that dreary region:—°I bless God, my poor
labours in this land have been attended with some little success; some
precious souls are gone to glory, and a few more are walking in the fear of
the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost. I am now in the seventh
year of my servitude as a Missionary, at the end of which I hope to return
to England. Could I travel up and down in this land so as to be useful
any longer, I would gladly stay; but as I cannot, except by water in small
boats, I am not able to stand it. I am, and do confess myself, a Methodist.
The name I love, and hope I ever shall. The plan which you first taught
me, as to doctrine and discipline, I have followed. In the winter I go from
house to house, and expound some part of God’s word; this has given
great offence, but God is above men, devils, and sin. We have the sacrament
once a month, and have about two hundred communicants. This is more
than all the other Missionaries in the land have; nor do I know of any
who attend our sacrament who have not the fear of God, and some are
happy in his love. There are some also whose mouths the Lord hath
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opened to give a word of exhortation, and I hope he will raise up more.
About this time twelve months, I hope to be on my passage to England.
If I come by the way of Ireland, 1 should like to see my old friends there.
I shall be glad to know if it will be agreeable to you for me to speak in
your Societies. I beg to ask you one thing more: having served the Society
[for propagating Christian KnowledlIge| seven years as a Missionary, upon
my return to England, with a strong testimonial from my parish, is the
Society, obliged to find me a living? And if I could get a place in the
Church, would you advise me to accept of it? If I know my own heart,
I would be where I could be most useful. To be shut up in a little parish
church, and to conform in every little thing for sixty or a hundred pounds
a year, I would not—no, nor even for a thousand.

He returned to England at the expiration of the seven years, and was
for a short time Minister of the Chapel at Holy-well-mount, London,;
but not finding himself comfortable in his situation, and probably wishing
for a more extensive sphere of usefulness, he solicited Mr Wesley to
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receive him again into his connection. But the days of his usefulness were
near a close; and a short time after, while he was engaged in conversation
with Mr Wesley in his study, he was seized with a paralytic stroke, and
was thus suddenly taken to the paradise of God.

ARCh,

JOHN COOK

At the Conference in 1794, he was appointed to labour in the island
of Dominica, in the West Indies. He was recommended in the strongest
manner by all the Preachers, Stewards, and Leaders of the Circuit to
which he belonged. On his arrival at Tortola, he was seized with the
putrid fever, then raging in that part of the world. A lodging was prepared
for him on a hill where the air was particularly salubrious, and two
physicians attended him, but in vain! After an illness of only five days,
he was taken to his reward, in the prime of his life, and in the triumph
of faith. ‘How unsearchable are thy judgement s, O God! and thy ways
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past finding out.” But he was taken away front the evil to come—and, what
we know not now, we shall know hereafter.

THOMAS CORBETT

E was a native of Leicestershire, and lived for several years without

God in the world; but he at last yielded to the influences of grace, and
found the Gospel to be the power of God unto salvation. After which he
began to warn sinners to flee from the wrath to come: this he did first in
his own neighbourhood; and, his labours being blest, he was called forth
into the vineyard, and gave himself wholly to the work of the ministry.
He laboured with success for several years. He was a plain, honest, pious
man. He endured much in his last illness, but was wonderfully supported
by the grace of God. He manifested great fortitude, and departed this
life not only in peace. but in the full triumph of faith, in the year 1789.
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WILLIAM M’CORNOCK

E was a native of Ireland, and was born in 1746. His father, perceiving

he had a tolerable genius for learning, purposed to have qualified
him for the Church; but having an aversion from seriousness, and his
master resigning the school where he was to have been educated, this
design was laid aside. He received, however, a tolerable education, but
soon became exceedingly vain and wicked. He fell into drunkenness,
and many other grievous sins, and persisted in a course of sin and rebellion
against God for several years. In the year 1772, he began to attend upon
the ministry of the Methodists. At Clones, he heard Mr James Perfect
preach his farewell sermon, and the word reached his heart with power;
his soul was deeply humbled before God, he had a clear discovery of his
sin and misery, and also of the riches of Divine grace in Christ Jesus. In
the end, the Lord manifested himself in mercy to his soul; he received
the Lord Jesus Christ as his complete and only Saviour. Speaking of the
state of his mind at that period, he says:—‘If I had had the tongues of
men and of angels, I could not have expressed all the joy that I felt. From
this hour I began to live, and found the sanctifying influence of God’s
Spirit spiritualising my nature. I had also a vehement desire to spend and
be spent in the service of God.
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On 25 October, three days after he was set at liberty, he set out to warn
his neighbours to flee from the wrath to come. He was for some time, in
the place where he resided, like a sparrow on the house top; for thirty miles
on one side, and for about ten on the other, there were none (whom he
knew), who were acquainted with God, so that his soul was pressed down
with grief. He had frequent and sore temptations, even from his own
father, to his former sins; but he found the grace of God to be sufficient
for him. His father sometimes threatened to disinherit him if he persisted
in his methodistical ways; at other times he changed his voice, and promised
to give him a freehold estate if he would relinquish his religion; but he
was deaf to all his threats and his promises, and he determined to follow
the Lord at all events. He was remarkably courageous for God, and valiant
for the truth; he reproved sin wherever he met with it, and in this work
his word was remarkably blest, and he was instrumental in turning many
from the error of their wavs. This encouraged him to proceed further;
he soon began to preach
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publicly, and his labours were attended with a general blessing. He
continued thus to work for God for several years, and was instrumental
in informing some of the most ignorant, and of reclaiming some of the
most wicked men in that part of the country. In the year 1779 his sphere
of usefulness was enlarged; Mr Wesley called him forth into the vineyard,
and he engaged as an Itinerant Preacher in the Inniskillen and Sligo circuits.
In the year 1782, in the month of October, he took a tour of about one
hundred and thirty miles into the country, in order to raise some new
Societies. He met with considerable difficulties: once he had to swim his
horse over two arms of the sea; he was another time benighted on a
mountain, where he could not meet with a house for many miles. At
length he heard a dog bark, and following the sound, he was conducted
to a house where he was comfortably entertained. After travelling a short
time in his native land, he willingly devoted himself to the work of a
Missionary, and went over to the West Indies, that he might be instrumental
in converting the poor Negroes to the knowledge of the truth. He was
appointed to labour in the island of Dominica; but it pleased the Lord to
cut short his life, and soon to conclude his labours. The following are
the circumstances of his death, communicated by a gentleman in the
above island, dated 12 August 1789:
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Shortly after Mr M’Cornock’s arrival, I met him about a mile from my
house. I urged him to go home with me; but having promised to preach at
Mr C____’s, he went thither directly. Some time after this, he came to see
me, and exhorted the slaves, which seemed to have a good effect upon them.
He went two or three times to Prince Rupert’s Head, about thirty miles from
hence, but, alas! his last visit thither proved fatal to him. He bought a horse,
that he might stop and preach to the inhabitants on his way thither: this was
a most severe and fatiguing Journey, especially to one not inured to the
climate. He caught a severe bilious fever by the way and, when he got to
the end of his journey, he continued preaching and exhorting the people
for three days. He then took to his bed, where he lay for two days delirious;
when his gracious Master was pleased to take this blessed man to the everlasting
enjoyment of himself.

SI

JOHN COWMEADOW

E was a deeply pious young man, of an excellent spirit, and unblameable
Hin conversation. He was admitted on trial at the Conference in
1783, and as a Preacher was acceptable and useful. He laboured in the
vineyard, though with much weakness of body, till the year 1786, when
the Lord removed him from his work and labour, and received him to
his eternal reward. Mr Wesley says, ‘Sunday, s November, 1786, I buried
the remains of John Cowmeadow, another martyr to loud and long preaching.
To save his life, if possible, when he was half dead, I took him to travel
with me; but it was too late. He revived a little, but soon relapsed, and
after a few months died in peace. He had the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, and was of an exemplary behaviour’

JOSEPH COWNLEY

HIS venerable man was born 26 June 1723, at Leominster, in Herefotdshire.

From his very childhood the divine Spirit attracted his attention,
and led his mind to reflect on eternity and its awful concerns. He first
heard the Methodists in the city of Bath, and under some discourses he
heard from Mr Wesley, he was fully enlightened. He now sought the Lord
with great earnestness, and rested not till he found him to the joy of his
soul. In the year 1744, he began to exercise the ministerial talents God
had given him in the place of his nativity, and his first attempts were
crowned with success. In 1746, Mr Wesley sent for him to Bristol, and
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from that time he gave himself up to the work of the ministry, and
commenced an Itinerant Preacher. He was very eminently qualified for
this important work, and his labours were abundantly blest and owned
of God, both in this kingdom and in Ireland. He continued his itinerant
labours with uncommon assiduity till the year 1755, when he was visited
with a severe fever, which so relaxed his nerves, that his labours were
considerably interrupted. A pain settled in his head, which no medicine
could ever remove. He told me himself, in the year 1790, that he had never
been free from this pain, either night or day, for more than thirty-years!
In the month of October, 1756, he arrived at the Orphan
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House, in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. His disorder rendering him incapable
of fulfilling the duties of an itinerant life, his labours were from this time
principally confined to the North of England. But he laboured faithfully,
and put forth all his strength in the work of God to the very last period
of his life. Wherever he came he was received as a servant of God, and
the Lord gave him many seals to his ministry, who will be the crown of
his rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus.

At the Conference in 1788, Mr Cownling was appointed to superintend
the Societies in Edinburgh and Glasgow. He continued his labours there
as long as he was able, but at last was constrained to yield; and in the
month of October, 1789, he returned to Newcastle, and resumed his former
station. In the former part of 1792, it was evident to many of his friends
that he was ripening for eternity. The concerns of his everlasting state
absorbed all his soul. In prayer with his family and friends, the tears
flowed from his eyes, and his approaches to the throne of grace indicated
the closest union with God. In the month of September, being in the
country, he caught cold, which brought on a complaint in his stomach,
by which he was often afflicted. His last sermon was from Psalm 105:3,
Let the heart of them rejoice who seek the Lord. And with this, on the Lord’s
day, 23 September, he concluded the labours of near half a century.

On his return to Newecastle, he had all the medical. assistance which
could be procured; but, alas, all in vain! He said, ‘My heavenly Father is
the best physician. He is my, only physician’. On one saying, “The blood
of the Redeemer is precious in our dying moments’, he replied, ‘O
precious! O precious! What should I do but for that!” Doctor Clarke,
seeing him in extreme pain, said, ‘Don’t be afraid’. Mr Cownley replied,
‘The fear of death, Sir, has long since been removed; I am not afraid to
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die, but I am afraid lest I should become impatient under this affliction’.
When the physician withdrew, while the sweat fell in large drops from
his face, he cried out, with remarkable fervour, ‘Jesus, I am THINE—thou
art my only physician; but if it is thy will, and I have finished the work thou
hast committed to me, then take me to thyself’. He afterwards repeated, ‘Lord,
how little have I done for thee!’ The Lord’s day before his decease, the
consolations of God were so sweet, that his cup of joy ran over. ‘I feel,
said he, ‘such love in my heart, that if I were carried to the chapel, I could
sit and preach to the people.” But his labours were ended; angels
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were mady to tune their harps, and the everlasting gates to lift up their

heads, and admit his redeemed spirit into the regions of delight and
happiness. Monday, 8 October, 1792, a few minutes after eight o’clock,
he sat down to supper. His daughter Mary had withdrawn into an adjoining
room—she soon heard a noise and returned, but he was speechless!

‘Death broke at once the mortal chain,
And forced the soul the nearest way’

He reclined his head on the chair, and without a struggle or a groan
expired!

He was a man of eminent piety, strong sense, and remarkable seriousness.
His abilities for the ministry were very uncommon: he was a man of
great reading, and was possessed of a fund of divine knowledge, so that
there was a rich variety in all his discourses. After preaching several
thousands of sermons in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in the course of near forty
years, it was generally remarked, Mr Cownley has always something new.
Indeed, the pulpit was his element, and there he shone! Mr Wesley did
not hesitate to say, ‘He is one of the best Preachers in England’. His
discourses, though generally plain, were distinct and argumentative; he
pleaded more by the gravity and force of his sentiments, than by the
elegance or graces of his style. But what is far better, the unction from
the Holy One generally accompanied his word, and he reached the hearts
of his auditors. From a disposition naturally reserved, he conversed but
little in company; but when he did, he generally spoke to some good
purpose—he united the solemn with the familiar, and was at once cheerful
and serious. His end was the consequent issue of his life. Death had lost
its terrors. He said, ‘It is better for me to be dissolved, that I may be with
Jesus’.
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WILLIAM CRABB

E was possessed of an amiable disposition, was deeply pious, and
much devoted to God. But he was of a very nervous habit, and was
much afflicted in body. Satan taking the advantage of his infirmities, he
was frequently in great heaviness, and was sometimes distressed beyond
measure: this prevented him from enjoying the comforts and consolations
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commonly resulting from the possession of genuine religion. But his end

was peace, and he left behind him a noble testimony of the love and
faithfulness of that God who never did, forsake those who put their trust
in him, however he might permit them to be exercised for a season with
grievous temptations. He was taken to his everlasting rest about the year

1704.

ANDREW COLEMAN

E was born in Colerain, in the North of Ireland, of very respectable
Hparents. Blest with an amazingly comprehensive mind, and vigorous
retentive memory, he fathomed the depth of every study, and could not
be contented with a superficial knowledge of any subject. Whatever he
read, he made his own; and whatever he learned, he retained. Having
finished his classical studies, he was obliged to take up a little school in
order to procure himself the necessaries of life, as the impaired state of
his parents’ circumstances did not permit him to hope for any assistance
from that quarter. What he acquired by his labours in this way, he gave
for the support of his family, and often went whole days without food
that he might help to support those from whom he received his being.

About the year 1778, it pleased God to awaken and bring to the
knowledge of the truth one of his school-fellows, Mr AC, now one of
our travelling Preachers. As a very tender friendship subsisted between
those two, they often spoke together of the things of God, and attended
the ministry of Mr Thomas Barbor, who was acting as a Missionary at his
own cost, and emphatically performing the work of an Evangelist through
an extensive tract of country near the sea-coast of the county of Antrim.
His mind was soon found to be very susceptible of divine impressions—
it became gradually enlightened; and having earnestly sought redemption
in the blood of the cross, he received it, to the unspeakable joy of his
soul. After some time he was employed as a class-leader, and at the
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entreaties of several, began to exhort in different country places in the
vicinity of Colerain. His word met with universal acceptance, and in July,
1785, he was well recommended to the Dublin Conference
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as a fit person to travel. He was accordingly received on trial, and sent

to the Sligo Circuit. He was now in the eighteenth year of his age, and
nearly six feet high, the rapid growth of his body appearing to keep pace
with that of his mind. But it was soon found he had passed the meridian
of his life. The circuit to which he was sent was a severe one—he Iaboured
to the uttermost, of his power, and in about nine months he fulfilled his
course, having fallen into a rapid consumption. He returned to his mother’s
house a short time before the ensuing Conference, and fell asleep in Jesus,
18 June 1786, aged eighteen years. He had the happiness of seeing his
mother and grandmother brought to an acquaintance with the truth
before his departure; and his last words to them, as his holy soul prepared
to take its flight into the eternal world, were, Follow me! Mr William West
preached his funeral sermon out of doors, to an audience that no house
could contain; and the high estimation in which he was held was evinced
by the many thousands who attended his remains to the grave. The funeral
procession extended more than half a mile! The evening before he died,
he desired to be carried out in his chair to see the setting sun: his desire
was complied with; and having beheld it a while with pleasing emotion,
till it sunk under the horizon, he observed, ‘This sun has hitherto been
partially obscured to me, but, it shall be no more so forever!” And about
the time it began to re-enlighten that part of the earth, his happy soul
soared away to the regions of glory.

God’s ways are all equal. He never removes any of his servants till they
have accomplished the work he has given them to do. Extraordinary talents
are not given merely in reference to his world. They refer also to eternity,
and shall there have their consummation and plenitude of employ. Far
be it from God to light up such tapers to burn only for a moment in the
dark night of life, and then to extinguish them for ever in the damps of
death. Heaven is the region where the Spirits of just men made perfect
live, thrive, and eternally expand their powers in the service and to the
glory, of him from whom they have derived their being.

The extensive learning of Mr Coleman was his least excellence. This,
indeed, he accounted but dross and dung in comparison of the excellence
of the knowledge of Jesus Christ crucified. Through this, the world and
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all its enjoyments were crucified to him. His very retentive memory has
already been noted: when he was about fourteen years of age, he had
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the whole of the Common-Prayer by heart; could repeat all the rules in
Lilly’s Latin Grammar, all those of the Westminster Greek Grammar; with
all the verbs, active, passive, and middle, in the same work. He had made
himself such a master of the /Eneid of Virgil, and the Paradise Lost of
Milton, at the same age, that on the mention of any line in either of those
poems, he could immediately tell the book in which it occurred, and the
number of the line! His natural disposition was uncommonly amiable. He
humbled himself at the feet of all; and the invariable language of his
heart, both to God and man, was, what I know not, that teach thou me.

WILLIAM DARNEY

E was a native of Scotland, and was among the first Itinerant Methodist

Preachers. He travelled for many years, and was instrumental in
raising several Societies in the North of England, which for some time
went by the name of William Darney’s Societies. He was intimately acquainted
with the Rev. Mr Grinishaw, of Haworth, and was rendered peculiarly
useful to him in the beginning of his Christian course. Mr Darney published
a volume of hymns, and a small volume of sermons on the leading doctrines
of the Gospel. He was rather an eccentric character, but was generally
esteemed as a pious, good man, and was useful to many. For some years
previous to his death he desisted from the itinerant life, and settled near
Colne, in Lancashire; but he was not idle; he preached, as he was able, to
the very last, and he was blest in raising a small Society in that country
a little before he finished his course. He died in peace about the year
1780.

PETER DEAN

E was a native of London, but for several years he resided with the

Rector of Berwick, in Yorkshire, where he appeared to be deeply
serious and devoted to God. There also he began to preach, and was
greatly esteemed by many of the people. He was admitted upon trial, as
an Itinerant Preacher,
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in the Methodist connection, at the Conference 1777, and was appointed
for the Norwich Circuit; but he only continued in the work for one
year. He then married a person of considerable property, and settled in
business in London. But this plan not answering his expectations, he
soon relinquished business, and retired to Newington Butts, where in a
short time he was taken ill, and removed to another world.

There were (as I am informed by a gentleman of great respectability
and undoubted veracity) some awful circumstances attending his latter
end; which I would not relate, but from a hope that they may prove an
everlasting warning to others who may be engaged in the same work,
and exposed to similar temptations. These circumstances, I am aware,
may appear to a certain class of readers strange, and may be imputed to
a heated imagination, or to the influence of enthusiasm; I, however,
venture to record them just as they have been transmitted to me—Ileaving
every one at liberty to form his own judgement, and to draw his own
inferences from them. When this poor unhappy man thought himself on
the verge of eternity, and Death, the king of terrors, stared him in the
fare, he confessed that he had been influenced by no other motive, nor
had he any other end in view, in commencing an Itinerant Preacher, than
to obtain a rich wife! And he, added, The Lord has given me my desire, and
his curse with it—and now I am ruined forever! From that time he refused
to be comforted, would take neither food nor medicine, abandoned
himself to black despair, and seemed resolved to die! For some time before
his death his countenance would suddenly change, and be very horrid
to look upon; he himself was conscious of it, and sometimes would go
to the glass, and would then turn and say to his wife, ‘Now look at me—
now will you believe?’ In a short time he was confined to his bed, and
was visited by several ministers and others (and among the rest, by the
gentleman to whom I am indebted for this awful memoir, therefore he
was himself an eye and ear witness); but their admonitions, remonstrances,
and prayers seemed to be all fruitless! A few days before he died, his wife
and a deeply pious person were sitting with him in his room, when they
heard something beat him violently on his breast; they heard the blows,
but saw nothing! He immediately cried out as in great agony, and upon
examination they found his breast quite black with the strokes he had
received! After this he one day feigned himself asleep, and Mrs D. and
her companion, that he might not be disturbed,

— b
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left the room. Perceiving, that they were gone, he put forth all his
strength, and rolled himself headlong on the floor:—on hearing the noise,
they instantly returned, and (awful to relate) found him dead! Mr Wesley
is allowed by all who knew him to have been possessed of as much
candour and Christian charity as most men who ever lived; yet, from
these dreadful circumstances of Mr D’ death, I am informed that he
refused to read the funeral service over his body!

O how necessarv both for Ministers and people to watch over the
motives and intentions of their hearts! Surely these (as the Apostle observes,
1 Corinthians 10:6) were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after
evil things, as they also lusted. If thine eye [thy intention] be evil, thy whole
body shall be full of darkness: if therefore the light that is in thee be darkness,
how great is that darkness. But let us remember, God, is not, cannot be
mocked; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Motives as well as
actions are known to him with whom we have to do, with the utmost
precision. He searcheth the heart—he trieth the reins: He is a God of
knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. While, therefore, we are very
cautious of judging one another, let us, with the greatest scrupulosity
and impartiality, judge ourselves, that we be not judged of the Lord; and as
there is so much danger of deception, and that deception will be attended
with dreadful consequences, let us call upon God that he may assist us
in this important and arduous work; let us say with the Psalmist, Search
me, O God, and know my hearl, try me and know my thoughts; and see if there
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

WILLIAM DENTON

E was admitted as an Itinerant Preacher in the year 1790, and was
Ha truly serious, watchful, exemplary Christian, of great humility,
meekness, and patience. He was an acceptable and edifying Preacher,
greatly respected and beloved by the people in all the Circuits where he
travelled. He was admitted into full connection at the Conference 1795,
but was obliged immediately to desist from travelling, through a painful
and distressing disorder, which arose from a hurt he had received in the
work. This affliction, which continued
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and increased upon him for many months, he supported with great
resignation to the Divine will, and though frequently exercised with sore
temptations and much heaviness, he went off the stage of life in great
peace and triumph, at Leeds, in Yorkshire, some time in the year 1796.

JOHN DILLON

E was born in the army, and received his Majesty’s pay at fourteen
Hyears of age. In the year 1746 he was called abroad, and was in the
famous battle of Dettingen. He was likewise in the battle of Fountenoy,
where thousands fell on the right hand and on the left. He was there
taken prisoner, but received not one wound, which very deeply affected
his mind, and he resolved to lead a new life. But this, as he says, was in
his own strength, and in a few weeks he was the same man as before. The
Lord continued to strive with him mightily, yet he went on in sin. It
pleased God to visit him with three severe fits of sickness, in the last of
which his mind was so deeply affected with his state, that it was the
continual cry of his heart, What shall I do to be saved? As soon as he got
better, he went to church every day, and his distress continued and
increased, till on Friday, 11 October 1757, in the afternoon, while the
Cura