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PREFACE.

THE manuscripts from which this volume was prepared were chiefly left
by the Rev. William M’Culloch of Cambuslang, and are now the property
of the Free Church Library, of Mrs. Coutts, Mr. M’Culloch’s grand-
daughter, and another lady. The contemporary publications made available
are partly the property of the Free Church library, partly of James Hog,
Esq. of Newliston, and partly of the undersigned.

The preparation of the work was undertaken at the request of the
Assembly’s Publication Committee, but something of the kind had long
been contemplated by the writer, as a means of awakening a thoughtless
and sleeping generation.

It must be known to all conversant with the history of the period
referred to, that a painful controversy took place between some of the
early Seceders and friends of the revivals connected with the Establishment.
It was thought injudicious to mix up matters of a controversial nature
with the historical details of a work believed to be of God, but it was
not meant to conceal or suppress them. A Review of the whole was
prepared and sent to the printer, which could not be admitted without
greatly exceeding the

vi

fixed limits of the volume; and the same reason prevented the insertion
of a greater number of Mr. Whitefield’s sermons. In absence of the review
above referred to, it may be stated, that there were circumstances on both
sides leading to temptation; that these were allowed, especially on the
one side, a very undue influence; that much may be learned from what
then took place to guard parties similarly circumstanced against falling
into similar errors; but that there is nothing going either to weaken the
evidence of the work being of God, or to discourage in seeking anew
times of refreshing.
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The Frontispiece was taken on the spot; but from the extent of the
scene and the narrow limits of the sketch, farther description may be
useful to enable the reader to understand the references which occur in
the volume. It was taken from the top of the bank on the south side of
the church-yard, and therefore the church, which has been rebuilt, does
not appear. Immediately in front, but at the extremity of the low ground
nearly southward, will be seen the meeting of two small streams, which
flow together past the church under the name of the Kirk-burn. From
the meeting of these streams, northward along the east side, there is a
comparatively level green, having near its centre two aged hawthorn
trees, growing so much together as scarcely to fail in attracting notice.
On this green, and probably on the south side of these trees, stood the
communion tables at the great meetings in July and August, 1742, and
the principal tent on these occasions is said to have stood on the stripe
of ground separating the two streams. Preaching from this, the minister
would be looking to the north-east, having the brae from the south-ecast
all the way round to the north before him, as well as the

vii

level tract of ground immediately in front of the tent-a space altogether
capable of containing many thousands, and remarkably well adapted for
sitting and hearing. West of the burn and nearly opposite the church, the
hill slopes so away as to admit of a separate meeting very much out of
hearing from the tent already described, and here a second tent was
pitched on these sacramental occasions, and a second congregation formed.
The church-yard rests on a sandstone cliff, with the burn passing deep
below on the west; and there was a third tent with a separate congregation.
The old manse stood a little way to the south-east of the church-yard,
and not far from the top of the brae on the east. And all round, but
especially southwards in the direction of the farm seen in the distance,
are the braes so often referred to as places of retirement for devotional
purposes. The hollow space given in the sketch and the brae round the
east side, were occupied not merely on communion occasions, but generally,
when weather permitted, throughout the Revival period, the church
being both small and out of repair.

It is necessary only to add, that the state of religion preparatory to the
Revivals of the last century, and the longing desires of many who, in
discouraging circumstances, feared God, were not unlike what may be
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observed at present. May God grant us the farther likeness of experiencing,
as they did, the power of the Highest!

D. MACFARLAN.

FREE CHURCH MANSE, RENFREW.
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THE REVIVAL OF THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY,
ESPECIALLY AT CAMBUSLANG.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY SKETCH OF THE TIMES IN WHICH THE
REVIVAL OCCURRED.

n interesting subject, connected with the history of practical godliness,
Ais the recurrence of reviving power after long seasons of deadness.
Occasions of this kind are most noticeable when confined to particular
churches or countries; but they are more wonderful when they occur in
churches and countries widely apart. It seems, on such occasions, as if
the voice of the Bridegroom were heard, saying to the church at large,
“Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away; for, lo, the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone: the flowers appear on the earth; the time of
the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our
land; the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the
tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come
away.” (Canticles 2:10—13)

Is
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About the end of the seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth
century most of the churches, whether in the United Kingdom or the
American colonies, were in a comparatively low state. Arianism. and
Deism prevailed in England. In Scotland, the old style of preaching was
being fast laid aside, and cold formal addresses, verging towards a kind
of Socinianism, were becoming fashionable. Old Mr.

10

Hutchison, Minister of Kilellan, in Renfrewshire, who saw but the
beginning of this progress, used to say to Wodrow the historian: “When
I compare the times before the restoration with those since the revolution,
I must own that the young ministers preach accurately and methodically;
but there was far more of the power and efficacy of the Spirit and of the
grace of God went along with sermons in those days than now. For my
own part (all the glory be to God), I seldom set my foot in a pulpit in
those days, but I had notice of some blessed effects of the word.” The
Arianism of England was carried to the north of Ireland, and finding a
state of feeling suited to its reception, it took root and grew up, so as to
characterize a distinct section of the presbyterian church, and now
distinguished by the name of the Remonstrant Synod. The south and
west of Ireland were subjected to a blight not less withering, though of
a different kind, and which continued much longer-continued, to a great
extent, throughout the whole of the last century.

The following extract is from a letter now before us, written in 1838
by a highly honoured servant of God in the Irish establishment, and who,
perhaps more than any one else, is able to speak of what God has since
done in these parts: “The state of the south and west of Ireland is very
peculiar. The counties have twice changed their landholders. In the time
of Cromwell and of king William there were forfeitures, and these
continued till the reign of George I.The principal lands were given to
military officers and soldiers connected with the two armies; but some
of the estates were purchased by English adventurers—all, however,
protestants. In some places the original land tenants were driven out, in
others they were allowed to remain, but nearly all the original proprietors
went to the continent, most of them to France. The gentry were now all
soldiers, and utterly regardless about religion, education, morality, or
anything tending to the instruction or improvement of the people. They
gave themselves to sporting and carousing, leading a kind of half-savage
life. Many
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noblemen and gentlemen rose above this; but, as their manners got
more refined, they generally went to England, leaving the country at the
disposal of mere fox-hunters—few of them remaining longer than during
the sittings of the Irish parliament. As agriculture extended, benefices
became more valuable, unions were multiplied, and large districts of
country were in consequence severally placed under one clergyman. The
clergy were usually all sons of the gentry, and accustomed to their sporting,
drinking, and riotous habits. They had no preparation for ministerial
duties but a college degree; and no education, either literary or moral,
which had not been obtained among wild young men at college. According
to the interest which they happened to have, they passed at once from
college to ministerial charges, and again mixed in all the dissipation of
the districts where these lay. Ignorant of the truth, they and their
congregations were satisfied with some short moral discourse. The people
were very generally as ignorant of the Scriptures and Scripture truth as
the inhabitants of Hindostan. The priests were meanwhile at work among
the people, and they had many helping them. The sick and dying were
watched; their fears were wrought upon. They were told of the power
which the priests had—of the influence possessed by the Virgin, and
much about the old church; and as soon as any seemed to give way, on
whatever point, the priest was sent for—he plied them anew, and seldom
failed in succeeding with the poor ignorant people. They were now ready
to receive absolution; but lie had farther conditions to propose. The whole
family must submit to be rebaptized, or at least promise to attend mass;
and this, also, was not infrequently gained—the protestant clergyman
being all the while at a distance, neither knowing nor caring much about
what was going on. In this way more than two-thirds of the lower and middle
classes of protestants went over to the church of Rome. Throughout whole
districts our churches were almost emptied, and many in country places
were allowed to fall into ruins.”

12

In New England, the visitation of barrenness was much more of the
kind common to most of the other countries, and its continuation was,
like theirs, temporary. Dr. Increase Mather, writing towards the end of
the seventeenth century, says: “Prayer is necessary on this account, that
conversions have become rare in this age of the world. They that have
their thoughts exercised in discerning things of this nature, have sad

— b
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apprehensions that the work of conversion has come to a stand. During
the last age scarcely a sermon was preached without some being apparently
converted, and sometimes hundreds were converted by one sermon. Who of us
now can say that we have seen ,anything such as this? Clear, sound
conversions are not frequent in our congregations; the great bulk of the
present generation are apparently poor, perishing, and, if the Lord prevent
not, undone; many are profane, drunkards, lascivious, scoffers at the power
of godliness, and disobedient; others are civil outwardly, conformed to
good order, because so educated, but without knowing aught of a real
change of heart.” The same esteemed writer says, in 1721:“l am now in
my eighty-third year, and having had an opportunity of conversing with
the first planters of this country, and having been for sixty-five years a
preacher of the gospel, I feel as did the ancient men, who had seen the
former temple, and who wept aloud as they saw the latter. The children
of New England are, or once were, for the most part, the children of
godly parents. What did our forefathers come into this wilderness for?
Not to gain estates as men do now, but for religion, and that they might
have their children in a hopeful way of being truly religious. There was
a famous man who preached before one of the greatest assemblies that
ever was addressed—it was about seventy years ago—and he said to them,
‘I lived in a country seven years, and all that time I never heard a profane
oath or saw a man drunk.’ And where was that country? It was New
England! Ah, degenerate New England! what art thou come to at this
day? How are

13

these sins become common that were once not even heard of!”

It was amidst circumstances such as these that the revivals of the
eighteenth century took their rise. There is perhaps no time during which
the natural tide is not either ebbing or flowing, and yet there is a period
during which it would be difticult to say, from observation, whether the
one has ceased or the other begun. In this case, our difficulty is dependent
on our judging from appearances, instead of observing the relation of
the heavenly bodies. The same thing occurs in those changes which affect
the state of religion. Judging from appearances, it is often difticult to say
whether a progress for the better has begun, or whether matters are not
still growing worse; but we know that in the purposes of God there is
nothing doubtful; and even the observer may sometimes detect, in the
under-current, a change in the flow of the stream, although not yet

— b
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perceptible to all. Early in the eighteenth century there were, in many
places all over the countries referred to, a feeling of the evil, inquiries as
to the remedial means which should be employed, and an enlarged
measure of the spirit and exercise of prayer; not a few of the pious were
stirred up to unusual wrestlings with God. Societies were formed in
various places, but especially in London, for discouraging vice and
instructing the ignorant; missionary societies were formed, and missions
sent forth to the heathen—the Danish missionaries set sail for the East
Indies in 1705; and as regarded societies, something like what occurred
towards the end of the last century, though far less in amount, made its
appearance; in 1701, the society for the propagation of the gospel in
foreign parts was established, under the auspices of king William, and
towards the end of the same year, a society was formed for promoting
Christian knowledge at home; in Scotland, also, a society for propagating
Christian knowledge in the highlands and islands, and in foreign parts,
began to be formed in 1704, and in 1709 received, according to the

14

fashion of the times, a charter from the crown. In the course of a few
years, these and many similar undertakings began to lay hold of the
religious mind; and this was, no doubt, indicative of divine power, though
as yet apparent only, or chiefly, in what concerned others. But it was not
long after this, when the power of the Spirit became manifest, and it
appeared, not merely in the doings of men, but on men themselves, even the
disobedient.

To begin where we stopped-in reviewing the preceding period, and
passing over less remarkable manifestations of divine power, so early as
1734, a very wonderful revival took place in Northampton, New England,
under the ministry of the celebrated Jonathan Edwards, a man of deep
thought and guarded language, and not at all likely to be either himself
carried away with strong feelings, or to be the instrument of mere
excitement among others. His own narrative of what took place is so
generally known as to render any notice of it here unnecessary. But we
ought not to take leave of the labours of Edwards without reminding
the reader of that blessed work, some ten years later, among the poor
Indians, under the ministrations of the holy and self-denied Brainerd—
a work brought before the public through Edwards, and connected also
with the society in Scotland. But on casting our eye across the white
harvest fields, which were from 1734 downwards beard rustling and falling

— b
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beneath the gospel sickle, all over New England, and other parts of the
colonies, south and north, we are at a loss where to begin or how to
shape our way. The vast number of publications issued about the middle
of the last century on American revivals, greatly injure the effect which
fewer would have produced.* On the history of revivals, whether here
or in other parts of the world, we know of no single work, on the whole,
better than Dr. Gillies’ Historical

*We have examined upwards of a score of these, including some full of the most virulent
abuse. One, entitled “A faithful Narrative of the Remarkable Revival of Religion in East
Hampton, Long Island, by the Rev. Samuel Buell,” is, among others, truly interesting and
satisfactory.

s

Collections. But the letters and journals of Whitefield shed a strong,
though rapidly passing light, over the whole of that interesting scene.
And as some very naturally call in question strong statements made under
strong feelings, they will find a calm and judicious review of the whole
in the Constitutional History of the Presbyterian Church, by Professor
Hodge of Princeton college—a living author, equally distinguished for
talents and orthodoxy. As this work is, we fear, but little known in this
country, we shall extract from it the more largely. After describing the
general deadness which prevailed on both sides of the Atlantic at an
earlier period, he adds: “The earliest manifestation of the presence of the
Holy Spirit, in our portion of the church (meaning the presbyterian),
was at Freehold, New Jersey, under the ministry of the Rev. John Tennent,
who was called to that congregation in 1730, and died in 1732.” “The
settling of that place,” says his brother, the Rev. William Tennent, “with
a gospel ministry, was owing, under God, to the agency of some Scotch
people that came to it; among whom there was none so painstaking in
this blessed work as one Walton (Walter?) Ker, who, in 1685, for his faithful
and conscientious adherence to God and his truth, as professed by the
church of Scotland, was there apprehended and sent to this country, under
a sentence of perpetual banishment. By which it appears that the devil
and his instruments lost their aim, in sending him from home, where it
is unlikely he could ever have been so serviceable to Christ’s kingdom
as he has been here. He is yet alive (in 1744), and, blessed be God, flourishing
in his old age, being in his eighty-eighth year.”

This incident is full of interest. In 1685 there was much blood shed in
Scotland, many wanton cruelties were practised, and many hundreds were

— b
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banished to the colonies; and among these New Jersey is particularly
mentioned. The name of “Walter Ker” also occurs as “banished to the
plantations, September 3, 1685.” (Wodrow.) What wisdom but that of God
could so overrule, that the puritans

16

driven from England, and the presbyterians from Scotland, should be
as the sowing of that glorious harvest which was to be so largely reaped
towards the middle of the following century; and that this should be a
chief means of reviving the cause of God, both in England and Scotland?
Yet so it was, as might be shown from other and detailed evidence. “O
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Romans
11:33.)

After detailing, to some extent, this work of God, not only among the
presbyterians, but also the congregationalists and others, the author goes
on to remark respecting its character, as genuine or otherwise: “We can
compare the doctrines then taught, the exercises experienced, and the
effects produced, with the word of God, and that learn how far the work
was in accordance with that infallible standard. The first of these points
is a matter of primary importance. How will the revival under consideration
abide this test? Is there any doubt as to the doctrines taught by Whitefield,
the Tennents, Blair, Dickinson, and the other prominent preachers of that
day? They were the doctrines of the reformation, and of the standards
of the presbyterian church. The doctrines preached,” says Turnbull, “by
those famous men, who were owned as the principal instruments of this
remarkable revival of God’s work, were the doctrines of original sin, of
regeneration by the supernatural influences of the Divine Spirit, and of
its absolute necessity; of effectual calling, of justification by faith, wholly
on account of the imputed righteousness of Christ; of repentance towards
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ; of the perseverance of the
saints, of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in them, and of its divine
consolation and joy.” The second criterion is the nature of the experience
professed by its subjects. When we come to ask, What was the experience
of the subjects of this revival? we find, amidst much that is doubtful or
objectionable, the essential characteristics of genuine

17
conversion. In a great multitude of cases, the same feelings were professed
which we find in the saints whose spiritual life is detailed in the Bible,

— b
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and which the children of God, in all ages, have avowed; the same sense
of sin, the same apprehension of the mercy of God, the same faith in
Christ, the same joy and peace in believing, the same desire for communion
with God, and the same endeavours after new obedience. Such, however,
is the ambiguity of human language, such the deceitfulness of the human
heart, and such the devices of Satan, that no mere detail of feeling, and
especially no description which one man may give of the feelings of
others, can afford conclusive evidence of the nature of those feelings in
the sight of God. We must, therefore, look farther than mere professions
or detail of experiences for evidences of the real character of this work.
We must look to its effects. What, then, were the fruits of this revival?
Mr. William Tennent says, that the subjects of this work, who had come
under his observation, were brought to approve of the doctrines of the
gospel, to delight in the law of God, to endeavour to do his will, to love
those who have the divine image: that the formal had become spiritual;
the proud, humble; the wanton and vile, sober and temperate; the worldly,
heavenly-minded; the extortioner, just; and the self-seeker, desirous to
promote the glory of God. The convention of ministers, that met at
Boston in 1743, state, that those who were regarded as converts confirmed
the genuineness of the change which they professed to have experienced,
by the external fruits of holiness in their lives, so that they appeared to
those who had the nearest access to them, as so many epistles of Jesus
Christ, written not with ink, but by the Spirit of the living God.

And after rehearsing the opinion of president Edwards, which we need
not copy, he adds: “Turnbull, a later witness, says, ‘“The effects on great
numbers were abiding and most happy. They were the most uniformly
exemplary Christians with whom I was ever acquainted. I was born,

18

and had my education in that part of the town of Albany, in which the
work was most prevalent and powerful. Many, who at that time imagined
that they were born of God, made a profession of their faith in Christ,
and were admitted to full communion, and appeared to walk with God.
They were constant and serious in their attendance on public worship,
prayerful, righteous, and charitable, strict in the government of their
families; and not one of them, so far as he knew, was ever guilty of scandal.
Eight or ten years after the religious excitement, there was not a drunkard
in the whole parish. It was, he adds, I the most glorious and extensive
revival of religion and reformation of manners which this country has

— b
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ever known. It is estimated, that in two or three years, thirty or forty thousand
souls were born into the family of heaven in New England, besides great

299

numbers in New York, New Jersey, and the more southern provinces.
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CHAPTER II.

INTRODUCTORY SKETCH OF THE TIMES CONTINUED.

n now turning to England, we are at once met with the full blush
Oofa returning summer. On looking back, we see, so early as 1729,
a few students in the university of Oxford meeting for prayer, giving
themselves wholly to God, and going forth among the poor and the
ignorant to instruct and comfort them. And in the course of ten years,
those who had thus been a small and despised meeting of students, went
forth as apostles, over England and Wales, and into the American colonies,
and were accompanied, especially at home, with men of extraordinary
gifts and devotedness. There was now active and open war between the
men so raised up and their followers on the one hand, and the world on
the other. The history of this period, and especially of the methodists,
whether of the school of the Wesleys, or of Whitefield, is large and
diversified, and is to a greater or less extent within the reach of most. It
would lead us altogether beyond our limits were we to enter upon it.
But as the labours of Whitefield are to some extent interwoven with the
Scottish revivals, it is necessary to say something of his proceedings before
his coming to Scotland.

He was one of the little society in Oxford, and began to attract attention
as soon as he received orders, though he was still a very young man-little
more than twenty-one years of age. In 1737, the year after he obtained

— b
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ordination, he went to Georgia, where he projected an orphan institution.
Towards the end of 1738, he returned to make

20

collections. This gave him occasion to go forth over England, very
much as an evangelist. Early in 1739 he was at Bristol, and preparing to
return to America, when it was said to him, “Why go abroad? have we
not Indians enough at home? If you have a mind to convert Indians,
there are colliers enough in Kingswood.” He had before this thought of
the duty of going forth to the highways and the hedges, that he might
compel sinners to come in, but had not yet ventured on what was then
altogether unusual. But it seemed to him now that he had a call in
providence. The colliers, he was told, were exceedingly rude, so much
so that few cared about visiting them, and they had no place of worship.
After much prayer and many inward struggles, he went one day to Hannam
Mount, and standing on a hill, he began to preach to about a hundred
colliers. This soon took air, and meeting after meeting his audience
increased, till he found himself addressing nearly twenty thousand persons.
His own account of the effects produced is very striking. “The first
discovery,” says he, “of their being affected, was in the white gutters made
by their tears, which plentifully fell down their black cheeks, as they
came out of their coal-pits. Hundreds and hundreds of them were soon
brought under deep convictions, which happily ended in sound and
thorough conversion. As the scene was quite new, and I had just begun
to be an extempore preacher, I had often many inward conflicts. Sometimes,
when twenty thousand people were before me, I had not, as I thought,
a word to say; but I was never deserted, and I was often so assisted as to
understand what that meaneth, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water.” The open firmament above; the prospect of the adjacent fields;
the sight of thousands and thousands, some in coaches, some on horseback,
and some in the trees, and some of all affected, so as to be drenched with
tears, amidst the solemn stillness of the approaching night, were almost
too much for me; I was occasionally all but overcome.”

From this time forward, his course was as that of an
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apostle. But as it is not necessary for the present to follow him much
farther, we shall here allow him to introduce us to a separate corner of
the Lord’s vineyard less known than England, and which, from its smallness,
can be more easily judged of, Wales was at that time more than now
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separated from England in language, and generally in whatever characterizes
a people. The history of God’s work in that country is intensely interesting,
and may be, to some extent, learned from a well written life of the great
Rowland, and another of Charles of Bala, both of which are in general
circulation. But, having access to contemporary information, we shall
furnish a few extracts of what is perhaps less generally read.

An awakening had by this time existed in Wales for several years. It is
said to have commenced through the labours of Griffith Jones, a truly
eminent man, particularly in doing good and devising means of usefulness;
and it was being carried forward, especially by Howell Harris, a very
extraordinary character, to whom Whitefield will by-and-by introduce
us. Whitefield had himself taken leave of his friends in Bristol, and the
following entry was made in his journal on his landing in Wales:—

“Cardiff, March 8, 1739,Arose before twelve at night, sung psalms, and
prayed; and the wind being fair, we had a speedy passage over to the
Welsh shore. Our business being in haste, God having of his own providence
sent one to guide us, we rode all night, stopped at Newport to refresh
ourselves, where we met with two friends, and reached Cardiff about
eleven in the morning.

“The town, I soon found, was apprehensive of my coming; and therefore,
whilst I was giving a word of exhortation to some poor people at the
inn, who hung upon me to hear the word, Mr. Seward went to ask for
the pulpit. But being denied, we pitched on the town-hall, which Mr.
Seward procured; and at four in the afternoon, I preached from the judge’s
seat to about four hundred hearers. Most off them were very attentive,
but some mocked. However, I
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offered Jesus Christ freely to them, and would have rejoiced if they
had accepted him; but their foolish hearts were hardened. Lord, make
them monuments of thy free grace!

“After I came down from my seat, I was much refreshed with the sight
of my dear brother, Howell Harris, whom I knew not in person, but long
loved in the bowels of Jesus Christ, and on whose behalf I have often
felt my soul drawn out in prayer.

“He is now about twenty-five years of age. Twice has he applied for
holy orders, being every way qualified, and yet refused, under the pretence
of his not being of age, although he was then twenty-two years and six
months. About a month ago he offered himself again, and was put oftf.
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On this he was, and is still, resolved to go on, and he has already shown
indefatigable zeal in his Master’s work. During these three years, he has
discoursed, as he told me, almost twice every day, for three or four hours
together; not authoritatively as a minister, but as a private person, exhorting
his Christian brethren. He has been, I believe, in seven counties, and has
made it his business to go to wakes, and to turn people from their lying
vanities. Many ale-house people, fiddlers, harpers, &c., cry out against
him for spoiling their trade. He has been the subject of many rumours,
has been threatened with public prosecution, and has had constables sent
to apprehend him; yet God has blessed him with inflexible courage, and
he still goes on conquering and to conquer. He is of a most catholic
spirit, loves all who love Christ, and is therefore styled by bigots a dissenter.
He is despised by all who are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God;
but God has greatly blessed his endeavours. Many call, and even venerate
him as their spiritual father, and would, I believe, lay down their lives for
his sake. He discourses generally in a field, but at other times in some
house, from a wall, or a table, or anything else. He has established nearly
thirty societies in South Wales, and still the field of his labours is becoming
wider. He is full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.
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“When I first saw him, my heart was knit closely to him. I wanted to
catch some of his fire, and I gave him the right hand of fellowship with
all my heart. After I had saluted him, and given a warm exhortation to
a great number of people, who followed me to the inn, we spent the
remainder of the evening in taking sweet counsel together, and telling
one another what God had done for our souls. My heart was still drawn
out towards him more and more. There seemed to be a strong and divine
sympathy between us, and I resolved to promote his interest with all my
might. Accordingly, we took an account of the several societies, and agreed
on such measures as seemed most conducive to promote the common
interests of our Lord. Blessed be God, there seems to be a noble spirit
going out into Wales, and I expect that ere long the fruits will be more
visible. After much comfortable and encouraging conversation, we knelt
down and prayed with great enlargement of heart. This done, we had a
little supper, sung a hymn, and went to bed, praising God for having
brought us face to face. Satan, I doubt not, envied our happiness; and we
hope, by the help of God, that we shall make his kingdom shake. God
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loves to do great things by such instruments, that the power may be seen
to be of God, and not of man.”

Being thus introduced to Howell Harris, we shall next furnish an extract
from a letter written by Rowland to Harris, and which is descriptive of
both, and of the work of God in their common and much loved country,
Wales:—

“October 20, 1742. My dear Brother,—I bless you for your letters; they
were like showers of rain to a dry land. Indeed, the Lord gave you the
tongue of the learned. But O what am 1? A painted hypocrite, a miserable
sinner! I know all the to’s and fro’s, ups and downs that are in religion;
but the blessed liberty that remains for the children of God is still hidden
from me. God grant that you may prevail. I wish I could skip and leap
over all the mountains of pleasure and laziness, hard-heartedness, unbelief,
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and rest on the breast of the beloved and never-enough praised Jesus.
O blessed time, when all prisoners of hope shall be released, and enter
into the rest of their dear Immanuel! I doubt not that your soul joins
me in saying, Amen, amen.

“I have been of late in Montgomeryshire, and had great power to
convince and build up. Persecution increases. Some of the brethren have
been excommunicated. I hope you will consult with the brethren in
London, and send us word what we ought to do. At Brecknock, I preached
in several churches and houses with uncommon power. I have heard
since, that I am brought into court for preaching in. an ale-house while
there. Your sentiments about this, too, would be very serviceable. Last
week I was in Carmarthenshire and Glamorgan, and brave opportunities
indeed they were. Whole congregations were under concern and crying
out, so that I my voice could not be heard. Some persons of quality
entertained me with more than ordinary respect. O what am I, that my
ears and eyes should hear and see such things? Help me to bless the God
of heaven. I hope his kingdom begins to come. Be packing, Satan; flee,
flee with trembling, lest the God of Israel overtake thee. Lord, chastise
him. Lord, down with him. Let his kingdom be shattered, and let him
be himself trampled under the feet of thy children! How long shall he
domineer over thy little ones? My dear brother, up, up with your arms;
yield not an inch. That God whom we serve can, yea and will, deliver
us. Through his might, we shall win the field. Don’t you hear all the
brethren in Wales crying out loudly, Help, help, help, help, brother Harris—
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the bold champion, where art thou? What! in London! though it is now
the day of battle! What! has not London champions enough to fight her
battles? Where are the great W——, C——, &c.* Must poor Wales send
help to England? O poor Wales! thine own ingratitude has caused all
this. Good Lord, pity poor Wales! Send our dear brother back among

* Probably Whitefield and Cennick.
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us with thy power, and in the fulness of thy blessing; and let the devil
tremble before him. Amen, amen.

“My poor flock increases daily. They would be heartily glad to see and
hear you. Brother W
I love him more and more, because of his simple, honest, plain way of

s* was here last Sunday, and a sweet day it was.

dealing with the people. His parishioners are highly incensed against
him. I trust we shall have him out before long.T Methinks I hear you inquiring
after Carnarvonshire. B n'T st is there. They come by thousands
to hear. Brother H 11 D s (Howell Davies) promised to go there;
what detains him I know not. I cannot possibly go this winter, for want

of one to supply my room at my churches.§ The next week I promised
to be at Pembroke and the lower part of Carmarthen, shortly after at
Colvill, &c. Dear brother, never fail to intercede for me, who am your
loving friend, well-wisher, and unworthy brother, Daniel Rowland.”

This letter from Rowland was written in October, 1742.The following
extract is from a letter written by the Rev. Edmond Jones, a dissenting
minister in Wales, and is dated the 8th of December, J743, fully a year
later: “As for the three ordained church of England ministers mentioned
by Mr. Howell Harris, namely, Mr. William Williams, Mr. Howell Davies,
and Mr. Daniel Rowland, I know them very well, although they live at
a great distance from this place. They are all three men of unblemished
character, very zealous, laborious, and popular. Mr. Williams labours
chiefly in Brecknockshire and Carmarthenshire; Mr. Howell Davies lives
in Pembrokeshire, and labours there and in Carmarthenshire and
Cardiganshire,

* Probably William Williams.

T Rowland, as well as Williams, had been a parish minister, but was outed because of his zeal
in his Master’s work, episcopally called his irregularities, and so he and others united in setting
up the Calvinistic methodist communion.

I Mr. John Thomas was at this time minister there.

§ He had four to supply.
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and likewise in some parts of Glamorganshire, with great zeal and effect;
and Mr. Rowland in Cardiganshire, chiefly where his churches are-but
he preaches in many other parts of both North and South Wales. His
people are the most zealous in the kingdom, or perhaps in the world.
They sing psalms and hymns night and day, when going and returning
from their places of worship, and also when at their work. It is with them
as it was in St. Jerome’s time in the primitive church. Some time ago, at
Landewe Brevi-Church, he had above two thousand communicants; and
Mr. Philip Pugh, a dissenting minister not far distant, had about five
hundred. And besides, there are other meetings and congregations in the
same country; so that the lower part of Cardiganshire is almost all over
religious. I have been informed, that in one of Mr. Rowland’s parishes
there axe ‘but two men who are not well affected to religion; and even
these come to hear, and are not grossly immoral. I desire both you and
Mr. M’Culloch (he is writing to Mr. Robe) to be pleased to print some
of your best notes of sermons, especially if you have anything remarkable
on subjects rarely handled. We, who in this kingdom are for the doctrines
of free grace, do greatly affect the sermons and writings of Scots ministers,
and desire to have more of them. I do assure you that the works of those
famous gospel preachers, the Erskines, are greatly valued, and have been
of much use. The sermons entitled Law Death and Gospel Life, are in
course of being translated into Welsh, in order to be printed. Also Mr.
Willison’s Balm of Gilead is come into some hands in this country, and
is greatly and deservedly valued. It would be long before we would be
wearied of such books, especially as they strengthen our hands against
the adversaries of the doctrines of free grace.”

The following extract, or rather abstract, is from a letter dated 14th
February 1745: “Last night I came home, after a month’s journey, which
our dear Lord carried me through in the most tender manner. More of
the divine presence and power I never knew; and such congregations
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I never before saw. The meetings are generally out of doors, no house
being sufficient to contain them. The work is even greater than it was
some years ago. The word is quicker and more powerful—the mystical
glory of Christ more set forth. The hearts of many are as if on fire, and
they seem to set on fire others also. They live as if in the suburbs of
heaven, and use much of its language. Others have still to struggle with
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the bondage of a legal spirit, though hopefully. Some are brought under
conviction gradually, and others all at once. Some of the wealthier classes
are growing less prejudiced—are coming even to hear; and of them, too,
some have been awakened. In several parts of Carmarthen, Pembroke,
and Cardigan shires, it is difficult to say where the gospel runs most, and
where divine power is most seen. Mr. Rowland is one of the most
surprising men that ever I heard. Such wisdom to divide the word rightly,
such light in reaching the spirituality of the word, and such power in
applying it, I never witnessed. He has four congregations; but the people
come from six, seven, or eight counties round. It is impossible to express
what life and power, what warmth and holy fire, what praises from some,
what mournings and groanings from others, what tears of love and joy,
and what looks of happiness, are manifested. These indications can be
properly understood only by such as have experienced what they express.
Mr. Rowland is assisted by Mr. Williams of Carmarthenshire, who is
younger in years and in grace, but is much honoured by his Lord. He is
a flaming instrument, and is day and night on the stretch in his Master’s
service. In Pembroke, Cardigan, and part of Carmarthenshire, the laborious
Mr. Davies sounds the glad tidings of the gospel with great success. He
is also Young, but greatly owned, especially to the English-speaking
population of Pembrokeshire, who were, till he went among them, utter
strangers to the very forms of godliness. Under his ministry, the Lord
does very manifestly display his great power in wounding and healing.
These men preach day and night, in houses, in barns, and in the
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fields; the whole country being open to them.”—It will perhaps occur
to some, that these extraordinary eftects were the result of the extraordinary
gifts of the men described. And so in some sense they were. But these
very gifts were of God. Rowland’s mind was once unawakened, and his
ministrations were barren. The awakening was of God, and so were the
gifts. And it is very observable that such men grew in wisdom as well as
eloquence.

On taking leave of Wales, it may be right to notice the extension of
this work to the army even in foreign parts. Some will recollect a very
interesting account in the Life of Walker of Truro, concerning a work of
God not many years after this, among soldiers who were for some time
at Truro, before going abroad. But it is more remarkable when found in
the army while abroad, and wanting in the opportunities which they had
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at home. There was a British army at this time in Flanders; and letters
were written by some of the soldiers and others on the spot, and published
in the journals of the day. Most of those we have seen are by Englishmen.,
but the following extracts are from letters written by Scotchmen—the
one “by a private Christian,” probably an officer at Bruges, dated 20th
March 1745; and the other dated 25th May 1745, from a common soldier;
and both are addressed to ministers in this country: “Indeed, there is a
great awakening in our army. There is one John Haime, a dragoon in
major-general Cope’s regiment; likewise one Clemens in the First
Regiment of Guards; and one Evans in the Train of Artillery, who met
together for searching the Scripture, for prayer and other duties, as also
for rebuking others in following sinful ways, and for setting before them
their dreadful state, from Scripture and reason. In our last campaign, there
was open field preaching, and there is now, in most of all our regiments, a
remarkable awakening. In this company there are three, who were notoriously
wicked, and now desire only to know Christ, and him crucified. There
is also a society of praying people in this and several other regiments.
This society was
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erected before the awakening. There are two of colonel Johnston’s
regiment who preach. The dragoon belonging to Cope’s regiment and
these two preach here every night, in a house they have taken. The general
gave them liberty to go to the church, and preach every day. Major-
general Ponsonby, who commands here, seems to be more religious; for
he both encourages these men, and causes the ministers to go to church
every morning and read prayers to the men that mount guard. In Ghent
there is another assembly of the awakened soldiers.”—The following
extract is from the soldier’s letter: “Rev. Sir,—I received the book which
ye sent me. I am obliged to you for your love and kindness to me, and
to all my father’s family, and especially as I am but a prodigal, and that I
refused all your good advices, and those of my friends. I desire to be very
thankful to God that he hath, by your hand, sent me such a book. I hope
it will be useful to me, and also to some others of this army, who are ten
thousand times more deserving, and who on all occasions seek to do me
good. There are a few who, in this wilderness, where we are deprived of
those refreshing ordinances which you have among you, that assemble
together; which we believe to be our duty. There are nearly forty of us,
who meet as often as we can. But we have not in this campaign the same
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opportunities we had in the last; and in winter quarters, we commonly
meet on Sabbath and Wednesday, and oftener when we can. We begin
with prayer, we then sing, then read a chapter, we have then prayer again,
and questions on practical heads of divinity, such as are in the writings
of Mr. Isaac Ambrose. There is one young lad in the company who sent
to London for his whole works. He got it over in winter; but we could
not get it to camp with us. After the question has gone round, duty is
gone about, and we conclude with praise. There are amongst us men of
different regiments, who take upon them to exhort and preach publicly
in the camp. There is a great work of conviction among the men, and I
hope that there are also some conversions. They
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go after the strain of the Messrs. Wesley in England. If it were not too
much trouble, I would be very glad to have your advice concerning our
society, and the means whereby we may obtain and preserve the presence
of God among us; and concerning myself. I greatly desire to hear of the
healing of divisions, and of a reformation-work, both in heart and life,
among high and low. O that that promise were made good! I When thy
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the earth will learn
righteousness.” (Isaiah 26:9.) Surely his judgments are in the earth now,
and in some measure executed on our army. His hand seems to be lifted
up against both nations and armies.”*

When one goes forth in spring, and finds on the exposed hill-side the
flowers and other indications of the advancing year, he naturally concludes
that long ere now these must have appeared in the sheltered valley; and
so might we also conclude, from what we have seen of the work of God
even in the British camp. Scotland, with all its ecclesiastical wrongs and
moral degeneracy, was comparatively a privileged land; the very sufterings
which had been endured on the side of truth during the preceding
century, had left behind them witnesses for truth, which, though like the
works of God described by the psalmist, having no speech nor language
so as to make their voice heard, had their line, nevertheless, going forth
over the land, and with a meaning as intelligible as words. In very many
cases, the men of this generation were the sons of persecuted fathers,
whose prayerful instructions and high testimony for truth were not soon
to be forgotten. The very oppression of an ecclesiastical majority, and
domineering power of an irreligious age, increased the amount and
intensity of their prayerful communings, who wept over the degeneracy
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of their times. A certain class of ministers, and a greatly larger class of

the

* There are several other letters to the same effect, one addressed to the congregation at
marten, and published in the Monthly History, and another communicated by Mr. Halley of
Muthil, in Perthshire.
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people, were like the Simeons and the Annas of other days—the life
of the church, and the hope of their generation. In such writings as the
Memoirs of Boston, the Lives of the Erskines, and others of that age, we
have laid open to us many of the hidden springs of a coming change;
and in this there is much interest. There were general causes, otherwise
so general a change would be unaccountable; but there were also special
causes, and these lay hid in the circumstances of the different countries.
From almost the very commencement of the century, there were in
Scotland indications of returning power. The habitations of horrid cruelty
abroad, and the abominations of immorality at home, being both glaring,
began to engage the public mind. The country was not so far gone as
not to feel, at least in many places, a want of gospel light and gospel
warmth in the pulpit, and the tyranny of ecclesiastical moderatism in the
church courts; and for a time the few strove against the many, in seeking
to arrest the downward progress in both: the secession broke the strength
of this reclaiming party within the church, and their attention was perhaps
all the more directed to other and brighter scenes. Far in the west, beyond
the Western Ocean, the Sun of righteousness seemed anew to arise—it
was as if the apocalyptic angel had been seen to “fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour
of his judgment is come; and worship him that made heaven and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” (Revelation 14:6—7.) So astonishing
were the things seen and done, that many of the calmest and most
philosophical friends of truth were of opinion, that what they then
witnessed was to usher in the full revelation of the millennium. The
minds of many in this country, wearied, as if labouring in the fire and
for very vanity, were naturally drawn out to behold, and if possible to
realize, some share in this coming glory.



Revivals of the 18th Century v2.qxp:Layout$ 7 12 2008 15:48 Page 35

FIRST PROOF READING DRAFT 35

32

But even in separate localities there were special preparations. Among
other cases, Mr. Robe of Kilsyth speaks of providential events affecting
that parish, and preparing the way for what followed, so early as 1733;
and the direct means afterwards blessed, began to be used two years before
the commencement of the revival. “In 1740,” says he, “I began to preach
on the doctrine of regeneration. The method I followed was, first to press
the importance and necessity of it, from John 3:3:‘Except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God. Next, to show the mysteriousness
of the way and manner of the Holy Spirit, in effecting it, from John 3:8:
‘The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; so is every
one that is born of the Spirit’ Thirdly, to explain and apply the various
Scripture views and expressions of it; as first, being born again, from John
3:8;secondly, as a resurrection, from Revelation 20: 6, ‘Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection;’ thirdly, as a new creature,
from Ephesians 2:10, ‘For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works;” fourthly, as Christ’s conquest of the sinner to himself,
from Psalm 110:3, ‘Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power;’
fifthly, as the circumcision of the heart, from Ezekiel. 44:9, ‘Thus saith
the Lord God, No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised
in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger, among the children
of Israel;” sixthly, as the taking away of the stony heart, and the giving a
heart of flesh, from Ezekiel 11:19; seventhly, as the putting of God’s law
in the mind, and writing it in the heart, from Hebrews 8:10. I sometimes
could observe,” he adds, “that the doctrine of these sermons was acceptable
to the Lord’s people, and that there was more than ordinary seriousness
in hearing them; yet I could see no farther fruit. But now (1742) I find
that the Lord, who is infinitely wise, and knoweth the end from the beginning,
was preparing some for this uncommon dispensation of the Spirit, which
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we looked not for; and that others were brought under convictions,

issuing, by the power of the Highest, in their real conversion, and in a
silent way.” (See Mr. Robe’s Narrative.)

Similar preparations were going on at Cambuslang for some time before
the awakening broke out. But these will fall to be considered under a
separate head.
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CHAPTER III.

SOME ACCOUNT OF MR. M’CULLOCH OF CAMBUSLANG,
CHIEFLY AS FURNISHED BY HIS SON,THE REV. DR. ROBERT
M’CULLOCH, MINISTER OF DARSIE,AND PUBLISHED WITH A
VOLUME OF SERMONS IN, 1793.

THE late Rev. William M’Culloch, minister of the gospel at Cambuslang,
was born towards the end of last century (the seventeenth), at Whithorn,
in Galloway, where his father was the teacher of the public school. He
received the rudiments of his education from his father, who, perceiving
his studious disposition, sent him to the universities of Edinburgh and
Glasgow. There he laid a good foundation; and in time acquired the
character, which he always maintained among those that knew him, of
extensive reading, good acquaintance with the Greek and Roman classics,
and uncommon skill in Hebrew. His genius led him also to the mathematical
sciences, particularly astronomy and geography, which he afterwards
taught in Glasgow to numerous classes of young men, with great applause;
and in subserviency to such studies, he constructed small globes with
great accuracy. But his favourite study was theology, as contained in the
Holy Scriptures; and being early called of God, by his grace, he determined
to consecrate all his talents to the work of the ministry; and from that
time forward no prospect, however alluring, could divert him from his
steady purpose of preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ.

After attending the divinity colleges of Edinburgh and
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Glasgow, he was licensed to preach the gospel by the presbytery of

Wigton, in the year 1722. He resided mostly at Glasgow, where, in 1725,
he was nominated to preach the annual sermon for the reformation of
manners, which he published at the desire of the magistrates.. This was
the only sermon he ever published. Though at different periods of his
ministry he was solicited to favour the public with some of his discourses,
his modesty still prevented him. When he was a preacher, and had not
yet received ordination, he lived some time in the family of Mr. Hamilton
of Aikenhead, in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, where he acquired the
esteem and friendship of that respectable gentleman and his family; for
whom he always expressed a particular regard.

On the 29th April 1731, he was ordained by the presbytery of Hamilton
minister of Cambuslang. This parish lies on the south side of the river
Clyde, and about five miles east of Glasgow. It runs about three and a
half miles south of that river, and nearly the same length east and west.
At present the population is not much short of three thousand, but in
1742 it was only about nine hundred.

All the accounts we have seen of Mr. M’Culloch, unite in describing
him as able, judicious, and faithful, yet no way distinguished as a popular
preacher. “He was not,” says his son, “a very ready speaker. Though eminent
for learning and piety, he was not eloquent. Thoughtful and studious, he
delivered the truths of God faithfully; but his manner was slow and
cautious—very different from that of popular orators.”

The sermons published by his son correspond with this description.
They are in all thirteen, and are throughout clear, simple, and manly
exhibitions of divine truth, but no way distinguished either for eloquence
or unction.

In speaking of his habits, his son says: “He commonly rose about five
in the morning, and excepting about two or three hours, which he allowed
for relaxation, he was closely employed in study till about eight o’clock
in
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the evening. His ordinary practice was to write out and commit to
memory two sermons every week. He spent much time in secret prayer,
waiting with humble patience for a favourable return. He greatly encouraged
private Christians to meet for social prayer, and particularly that God would
revive his work everywhere. He was often employed in reading and meditating
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on the Scriptures; and when his memory began to fail, he transcribed
large portions of them, that he might impress them the more upon his
mind. ‘I never knew a man, said one who had access narrowly to observe
his conduct, I that seemed to be more conscientious in remembering
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy.”

“In works of charity he was also singular. He was timorous in the
extreme lest what he did in this way should be known.To mention a few
instances: in 1752, he caused print, with the greatest privacy, three thousand
copies of an exact and easy way of teaching children to read; to which
he subjoined the Shorter Catechism, and the Proverbs of Solomon. These
he dispersed throughout Scotland and America, for the benefit of young
people of the poorer sort. This cost him about £12.In 1768, he purchased
three hundred Bibles, which cost nearly /25, and secretly ordered them
to be dispersed for the same benevolent purpose. About the same time,
he employed one of his elders, in whom he could confide, to go to
Edinburgh with £200 to the society for propagating Christian knowledge,
with a strict charge that he should not tell any person by whom it was
sent.

“Amidst the increasing frailties of age,” his son goes on to say, “he
continued his incessant labours in the gospel, and preached to his
congregation till within a Sabbath or two of his death—even when,
through weakness, he was obliged to be supported to the church by a
person on each hand.

“About the 1oth of December 1771, when he was beginning family
worship in the evening, he was suddenly
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seized with the disorder that terminated his valuable life. During his

affliction he was almost continually insensible. Recollecting himself one
night, he said: ‘The whole is shortly summed up in the words of Jesus
Christ, ‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” On the 18th of December 1771, and in
the forty-first year of his ministry, after some days bf severe distress, he
departed in peace from this life, to enter into the joy of his Lord. On the
Saturday following his body was interred in the churchyard of Cambuslang,
amidst the tears and lamentations of an affectionate people, who highly
respected and loved him as their minister. On his grave-stone is this
inscription: I He was holy in his life, esteemed in his congregation, and
honoured of God to be remarkably useful in preaching the gospel.”
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These biographical notices, though applicable perhaps chiefly to an
after-period of life, are sufficient to bring before us the man, with his
ordinary habits and constitutional tendencies. And it will now be seen,
that there was nothing in these to account for the awakening which took
place. There was, indeed, apparently the absence of what might otherwise
have been regarded as a hindrance, especially pride of intellect, and a
fondness for display; but there was really nothing on account of which
the most observant could have said—God will yet employ that man in
doing great things.*

* His son, the Rev. Dr. Robert M’Culloch, was recognised and respected by his cotemporaries,
as a man of excellent talent, sound judgment, and evangelical views; and he is still favourably
known as the author of Lectures on Isaiah, and two volumes of sermons. He was horn in 1740,
and died September, 1824. He is now represented by Mrs. Coutts, his daughter, and widow of
the late Robert Coutts, Esq., Brechin.
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CHAPTER V.

MEANS AND CIRCUMSTANCES APPARENTLY EMPLOYED IN
BRINGING ABOUT THE REVIVAL AT CAMBUSLANG.

It may be well again to recur, in a few sentences, to the proceedings of
Whitefield, as apparently connected with what we have immediately to
add. We last parted from him in Wales, which was in March 1739. In the
August following he embarked for America, landed at Philadelphia, went
from that to New York, and from this largely over the colonies; and he
was thus thrown among the men who had been engaged in America as
he had been in England. The field-preaching, begun among the colliers
at King’s-wood, was now practised in the colonies. He learned from the
colonial brethren in some things, and they from him in others; and the
work went on between them to the astonishment of all. Large districts
of country were now ripened for the spiritual harvest. There was little
spoken of but religion, and all who knew the truth were ever saying to
their neighbours, “Know ye the Lord.” Ministers, instead of preaching
as if engaged in some professional task, dealt with men’s souls in what
they said; and hearers had their consciences so awakened, that they could
not listen and remain indiftferent. The power of God was everywhere felt,
and the reports of what in this way occurred were spread everywhere,
and especially in the mother country.

Now this was in 1740, and early in 1741 Mr. M’Culloch appears to
have been in the habit of bringing the intelligence
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of these interesting events before his people. The following is the
statement given of this proceeding in the last statistical account of the
parish, and which, as regards this matter, was drawn up by the Rev. Dr.
Clason, now of Edinburgh: “The kirk of Cambuslang being too small,
and out of repair, the minister,, in favourable weather, frequently conducted
the public devotional services of the parish in the open fields. The place
chosen was peculiarly well adapted for the purpose. It is a green brae on
the east side of a deep ravine near the church, scooped out by nature in
the form of an amphitheatre. At present it is sprinkled over with broom,
furze, and sloe bushes, and two aged thorns in twin-embrace are seen
growing side by side near the borders of the meandering rivulet which
murmurs below. In this retired and romantic spot Mr. M’Culloch, for
about a year before I the work’ began, preached to crowded congregations,
and on the Sabbath evenings, after sermon, detailed to the listening
multitudes the astonishing effects produced by the ministrations of Mr.
Whitefield in England and America; and urged, with great energy, the
doctrine of regeneration and newness of life.” In a narrative drawn up
in 1742, and approved by Mr. M’Culloch, it is said, “The minister in his
ordinary course of sermon, for nearly a twelvemonth before this work
began, had been preaching on those subjects which tend most directly
to explain the nature, and prove the necessity, of regeneration, according
to the different lights in which that important matter is represented in
Holy Scripture.”

This was the state of matters at Cambuslang during the spring and
summer of 1741. But we must now again return to Whitefield, who, at
this very juncture, appeared, and for the first time, in Scotland. In the
month of March he had arrived in England, and soon after he was invited
by many in this country to visit Scotland. Among these, Messrs. Ebenezer
and Ralph Erskine, now separated from the establishment, and forming
with their brethren
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of the secession the associate presbytery, were among the earliest and
most urgent. Their wish was, that in coming to Scotland Whitefield should
preach only in connection with their body, and so help forward the
exclusive work in which they were engaged. To this he objected, regarding
himself as an evangelist at large; and out of this difference many things
that were to be regretted seem to have taken rise. But with these it is
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not necessary for us at present further to interfere. On the 3oth of July
he arrived in Edinburgh. He was urged to preach, but declined till he
had seen the Messrs. Erskine; and he accordingly proceeded to Dunfermline.
Writing on the 1st of August, he says: “I went yesterday to Dunfermline,
where dear Mr. Ralph Erskine hath got a large and separate, or, as it is
commonly termed, seceding meeting-house. He received me very lovingly.
I preached to his and the town’s people—a very thronged assembly. After
I had done prayer, and named my text, the rustling made by opening the
Bibles all at once quite surprised me; a scene I never was witness to before.”
The day following he returned to Edinburgh, accompanied with Mr.
Ralph Erskine, and preached in the Orphan House park to a large and
impressed audience. His text was, “The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (R omans
14:17) After sermon, a large company, including some of the nobility,
came to bid him God-speed, and among others, a portly Quaker, a nephew
of the Messrs. Erskine, who, taking him by the hand, said, “Friend George,
[ am as thou art; [ am for bringing all to the life and power of the ever-
living God; and therefore if thou wilt not quarrel with me about my hat,
I will not quarrel with thee about thy gown.” On Sabbath evening he
preached in the same place to upwards of fifteen thousand; and on the
evenings of Monday, Friday, and Saturday, to nearly as many; on Tuesday
in the Canongate Church; on Wednesday and Thursday at Dunfermline;
and on Friday morning at Queensferry. “Everywhere,” says he, “the
auditories were
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large and very attentive. Great power accompanied the word. Many
have been brought under convictions, and I have already received invitations
to different places; which, God willing, I intend to comply with.” Writing
on the 15th of August (that is, a week later), he says: “It would make your
heart leap for joy to be now in Edinburgh. I question if there be not
upwards of three hundred in this city seeking after Jesus. Every morning
I have a constant levee of wounded souls, many of whom are quite slain
by the law. God’s power attends the word continually, just as when I left
London. At seven in the morning we have a lecture in the fields, attended
not only by the common people, but also by persons of rank. I have
reason to think that several of the latter sort are coming to Jesus. Little
children, also, are much wrought upon. God much blesses my letters from
the little orphans. [Girls in the hospital.] He loves to work by contemptible
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means. O my dear brother, I am quite amazed when I think what God
has done here in a fortnight. My printed journals and sermons have been
blessed in an uncommon manner. I am only afraid lest people should
idolize the instrument, and not look enough to the glorious Jesus, in
whom alone I desire to glory. Congregations consist of many thousands.
Never did I see so many Bibles, nor people looking into them, when 1
am expounding, with so much attention. Plenty of tears flow from the
hearers’ eyes. Their emotion appears in various ways. I preach twice daily,
and expound at private houses at night, and am employed in speaking
to souls under distress great part of the day. I have just snatched a few
moments to write to my dear brother. O that God may enlarge your
heart to pray for me! This afternoon I preach out of town, and also to-
morrow. Next post, God willing, you shall have another letter. I walk
continually in the comforts of the Holy Ghost. The love of Christ quite
strikes me dumb. O grace! grace! Let that be my song. Adieu.”
In this way he continued preaching very extensively over
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the country; and early in September he arrived in Glasgow. On the
11th he began in the High Church-yard, and for five days in succession
he preached there twice a-day—at an early hour in the morning, and
again in the evening. The expectations were great, not only in Glasgow,
but all around, and crowds flocked to hear him. Morning after morning,
and evening after evening, that vast churchyard, almost paved as it is with
tombstones, was crowded with living worshippers, trembling under the
word. But not satisfied with hearing, the pen of the ready writer was
from day to day at work, and each sermon was printed by itself, and put
immediately into circulation. Eight of the ten are now before us in their
original form. On comparing these with the sermons contained in the
uniform edition of his works, only three out of the eight appear in that
collection. Some of the remaining five will be found in the appendix, as
true specimens of the kind of preaching which was so eminently blessed.
In these there are specimens of preaching eloquence fitted to impress
and to awaken; yet is there in them but little of the mere eloquence of
intellect or of imagination. They are throughout characterized by great
simplicity, as if the language of the preacher merely expressed what he
telt; and yet is there so much earnestness and so much closeness of
application, as in some measure to account for the effect produced—we
mean in so far as that was human. All that we know of that wonderful
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man from his writings, confirms us in the impression that this was very
much the character of all his ministrations; that with the advantage of a
thrilling voice and an impressive manner, he was in the pulpit very much
what Baxter was in the press. He spoke as a man realizing all that he said,
and laying open the feelings of his own heart in addressing the hearts of
others. And in this there is doubtless much of the power by which the
sympathies of others may be awakened.

The impression produced by these sermons was very great, and they
were blessed to not a few. Mr. Whitefield
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himself returned to England in the end of October, but many letters
followed him, detailing the fruits of his labours in Scotland; and one of
these was written by Mr. M’Culloch. This is important, not only as
showing the interest which he took in Mr. Whitefield’s first visit to
Scotland, but also in making us acquainted with the views which he
entertained concerning the eftects produced. The following is an extract:—

“As it 1s matter of joy and thankfulness to God, who sent you hither,
and gave you so much countenance, and so remarkably crowned your
labours with success here at Glasgow, so I doubt not but the following
account of the many seals to your ministry, in and about that city, will
be very rejoicing to your heart, especially as the kingdom of our glorious
Redeemer is so much advanced thereby, and as the everlasting happiness
of souls 1s promoted. I am well informed by some ministers, and other
judicious and experienced Christians, that there are to the amount of
fifty persons already known, in and about Glasgow, who appear to be
savingly converted, through the blessing and power of God on your ten
sermons. And there are, besides these, several others apparently under
conviction, but not reckoned, as being still doubtful. Several Christians,
also, or considerable standing, were much strengthened, revived, and
comforted, by what they heard. They were made to rejoice in hope of
the glory of God, having attained to the full assurance of faith. Among
those lately converted, there are several young people, who were before
openly wicked and flagitious, or at best but very negligent as to spiritual
things; and yet they are now in the way of salvation. Some young converts
are yet under doubts and fears, but a considerable number of them have
attained to peace and joy in believing. Several of those who were lately
wrought upon in a gracious way, seem to outstrip Christians of considerable
standing, in spiritual-mindedness, and in many other good qualifications;
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particularly in their zeal for the conversion of others, in their love to
ordinances, and in their freedom from
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bigotry and party zeal. Those converted by your ministry have not
been discovered at once, but only from time to time. A good many of
them have been discovered only of late. Their convictions were at first
less pungent, and through the discouragements they met with, in the
families where they resided, as well as from their own feelings, they
endeavoured for a time to conceal their state. These circumstances afford
grounds for hoping, that there are yet others who may afterwards become
known. Besides such as have been awakened through the power of God
accompanying your sermons, there are others who have been since
awakened, and who have been discovered in consequence of the change
observable in their conduct. Young converts are very active in seeking
to promote the conversion of others, especially their relations and
connections. Sometimes this is done by conversations, exhorting them
to flee to Christ, and sometimes by correspondence; and there are instances
of such means being blessed. Such converts have all a great love for one
another, and for all in Christ; and they have great sympathy with any
who are in a state of doubt and fear. Such as have not yet attained to
comfort, nevertheless of their deep concern and careful attendance on
the means of grace, are sometimes useful to Christians of older standing,
by the anxiety which they discover. These, dear brother, are a few hints
concerning some of the most remarkable things, as to the blessing which
accompanied your labours at Glasgow. May a rich and powerful blessing
give a plentiful increase to them everywhere!—With great respect and
esteem, I am, reverend and dear sir, your affectionate brother in the work
of the gospel.

“William M’Culloch.”

It may be added here, that many of those who were afterwards brought
under the power of the truth at Cambuslang, spoke of these sermons as
among the first means of awakening them to concern. Instances of this
will be brought out in the cases to be afterwards detailed.
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CHAPTER V.

THE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF THE REVIVAL AT
CAMBUSLANG.

We before saw the condition of this parish, as regarded the means of
grace, some of which were special, and had a direct bearing on the existing
state of religion. We have now seen that preaching of a very unusual kind
had been brought to the immediate neighbourhood, and that Mr. M’Culloch
had taken a deep interest in the work which ensued. It would have been
strange indeed, if, nevertheless, the people of Cambuslang had remained
wholly unmoved. On the contrary, we are informed, that towards the end
of the year 1741, there was an observable change in the attention and
apparent feelings of the congregation, under the ministrations of the
word. Still there was nothing so remarkable as yet to warrant the term
revival, in its ordinary acceptation: and as a narrative of the revival itself
was drawn up and attested in May 1742, it will be best for us simply to
copy the account given, and Mr. M’Culloch’s attestation to its accuracy.

A NARRATIVE OF THE EXTRAORDINARY WORK AT CAMBUSLANG, IN A
LETTER TO A FRIEND.

Sir,—As the report of the good work at Cambuslang, which has for
several weeks engaged the attention of numbers in this city and country
in the neighbourhood, is now spread over a great part of the nation, it
is no wonder that one who lives at the distance you do should be curious
to have a true relation of it. And as I would be glad
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of any opportunity to serve you, it is very agreeable to me to think
that I can gratify you in this matter, especially in what concerns the
people in that parish, and some other parishes near it; having had
opportunity to converse fully with the minister of Cambuslang, and with
many of the people there who are under this special exercise, and also
with some other ministers who have several in their parishes that appear
to be under the same happy impressions.

“There 1s one thing, in the entry, I must apprize you of, namely, that
I am to confine myself to a simple narration of facts, as the evidences on
which the opinion of many concerning the present happy change that
is wrought on that people is founded; and this, without entering on any
reasoning, but leaving it to yourself to draw proper conclusions from the
facts, after comparing them with Scripture rules and instances.

“I must also acquaint you, as it was natural to expect, when, on a singular
occasion of this sort, great numbers of people from adjacent towns and
country came flocking to a place which became so remarkable, that, in
such a promiscuous multitude, some counterfeits would readily appear.
It was the early care of ministers, who interested themselves most in that
matter, to enter into a strict examination of those who appeared to be
under a more than ordinary concern; so as to obtain satisfaction to
themselves whether the work was solid, being justly apprehensive that
the powers of darkness would not fail to employ their devices to bring
contempt on what might tend so much to the honour of the gospel.

“In those watchful endeavours, it must be owned that some impostors
were found to have mixed with the sincere; but there is reason to bless
God that, so far as yet appears, they have been very few; and, as these
have been severely rebuked, so the most awful warnings have been given
against all such insincere pretensions; which warnings, there is ground
to believe, have had very good effect.

“Now, sir, to give you the short history of this matter:

47
The minister of the parish, in his ordinary course of sermons, for near

a twelvemonth before this work began, had been preaching on those subjects
which tend most directly to explain the nature and prove the necessity
of regeneration, according to the different lights in which that important
matter is represented in Holy Scripture. And for some months before the
late remarkable events, a more than ordinary concern about religion appeared
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among that people. One evidence of this was, that about the end of
January last, a petition was given in to the minister, subscribed by about
ninety heads of families, desiring that a weekly lecture should be set up;
which was readily granted, and the day fixed was Thursday, as the most
convenient for the temporal interests of the parish.*

“On Monday, the 15th of February, there was a general meeting, at the
minister’s house, of the particular societies for prayer, which had subsisted
in the parish for several years before. On Tuesday, there was another
meeting for prayer in the same place; the occasion of which was a concert
with several serious Christians elsewhere about solemn prayer relating
to the public interests of the gospel. In this concert, only a small number
of people in Cambuslang were engaged at first; but others getting notice
of it desired to join, and were admitted. The people who met for prayer
these two days apprehended that they had been so well employed, and
found so much leisure for it, that they had a third meeting on Wednesday.
But, on all these three days, they returned timeously in the evening to
their own houses; so far is it from being true that they rushed from some
of these meetings to the church, and continued for days and nights, as
was reported.

“Previous to Thursday, the 18th February, they had weekday sermons
only on Thursdays, according to the abovementioned desire of the parish.
And up to this time, though

* That the class with whom this movement originated may be known, it may he added, that
the two men who went round for signatures, were Ingram More, a shoemaker; and Robert
Bowman, a weaver.
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several persons came to the minister under deep concern about their
salvation, yet there came no great number together. But on that day
(Thursday the 18th of February), after sermon, a considerable number
of people, reckoned by some present to be about fifty, came together to
the minister’s house, under convictions and alarming apprehensions about
the state of their souls, and desiring to speak with him.

“From this unexpected number coming in one evening in so great
distress, and the necessity of the minister’s exhorting them in general
and conversing with them separately, you will easily perceive that he
behoved to spend that night with them, as he had done most part of two
or three more since this work began, which is about twelve weeks.
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“After this, numbers daily resorted to that place—some to hear the
word, some to converse with people who were under this remarkable
concern, and others with different views. And the desires and exigencies
of these were such that the minister found himself obliged, without any
previous intimation, to provide them with daily sermon, a few days excepted,
and after sermon usually to spend some time with them in exhortation,
prayer, and singing of psalms; he being especially encouraged thereto by
the extraordinary success with which God was pleased, from time to
time, to bless his own ordinances, insomuch that, by the best information
that could be had, the number of persons awakened to a deep concern
about salvation, and against whom there are no known exceptions as yet,
has amounted to above three hundred. And, through divine mercy, the work
seems to be still making considerable progress every week, and more for
some weeks of late than formerly.

“Of the number just now mentioned, the far greater part have already
given, both to ministers and other serious Christians, g good account of
what they have felt in their convictions and humiliation for sin, of the
way of their relief by faith in the mercy of God through Jesus Christ,
and of the change they feel in the prevalent inclinations and dispositions
of their hearts.

49

As to their devotion, with other parts of their practice, which is what
chiefly attracts the attention and regard of this country, there are comfortable
accounts given of it, by those who have the best and most frequent
opportunities of knowing their daily behaviour.

“The parish of Cambuslang being of so small extent that most of the
people live within a mile of the church, and some who have the best
intelligence being almost every day with the minister, he and they have
abundant opportunities of knowing the practices of such of the people
as live within their bounds. And the account which they give is, that they
appear to be in a very hopeful way; and the like good accounts are given
by several ministers and others, of such as belong to other neighbouring
parishes.

“Among the good fruits already appearing, both in Cambuslang and
elsewhere, the following instances seem very encouraging: There is a
visible reformation of the lives of some who were formerly notorious
sinners, particularly in the laying aside cursing and swearing, and drinking
to excess, among persons addicted to these practices;—remorse for acts
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of injustice and the violation of relative duties, confessed to the persons
wronged, joined to new endeavours after a conscientious discharge of
the duties previously neglected;—restitution, which has more than once
been distinctly and particularly inculcated in public, since this work
began;—forgiving injuries;—desirable evidence of fervent love to one
another, to all men, and even to those who speak evil of them;—and
among those people, both in Cambuslang and other parishes, more
affectionate expressions of regard than ever to their own ministers, and
to the ordinances dispensed by them;—the keeping up of divine worship
in families, where it was often neglected by some, and entirely by others;—
the setting up of new meetings for prayer, both of old and young, partly
within the parish, where twelve such societies are now begun, and partly
elsewhere, among the awakened;—and together with
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all of these, ardent love to the Holy Scriptures, vehement thirsting after
the public ordinances, earnest desires to be instructed in private by
ministers and others, with commendable docility and tractableness in
receiving such instruction.

“This thirst after knowledge is remarkable among those who were
formerly more ignorant than others. Some who cannot read, though old,
are thus desirous that they may become better acquainted with God’s
word; and so they have resolved to learn to read; some of the younger
having gone to school.

“These good impressions have been made on persons of very difterent
characters and ages; on some of the most abandoned, as well as the more
sober; on the young as well as the aged; on the illiterate as well as those
better instructed; on persons of a slow as well as quick and more sprightly
genius; and what seems to deserve special attention, on persons who were
addicted to scoffing at sacred things, and at this work particularly, when
it first began.

“The sum of all these facts is, that this work has been begun and carried
on under the influence of the great and substantial doctrines of Christianity,
pressing jointly the necessity of repentance towards God, of faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and of holiness in all manner of conversation; that it came after
such preparations as an extensive concern about religion, gradually
increasing, together with extraordinary and fervent prayers in large
meetings, and particularly in relation to the success of the gospel; that
great and successful pains have been taken to discover and discountenance
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hypocritical pretences, and to warn people against what might have the
least appearance of enthusiasm or delusion; that the account given by a
very large number of people concerning their inward exercises and
attainments, seems to agree with the Scripture standard; and that they
are bringing forth in practice fruits meet for repentance, comprehending
the several branches of piety,

ST

and of the most substantial morality, that can entitle men to the regard
of the friends of religion and virtue.

“And now, sir, I have given you a plain and simple account of the most
material facts relating to this extraordinary work at Cambuslang, and of
such as were awakened there belonging to other parishes, together with
the proper evidence by which these facts axe supported; in all which I
have avoided disputing, and studied brevity. I leave it with you to judge
how far such facts make it evident that this work is from God; seeing
that, to use the words of a pious divine, treating a subject of the same
nature, ‘He that was formerly a drunkard, lives a sober life; he that was
vain, light, and wanton, becomes grave and sedate; the blasphemer praises
God; joy is turned into heaviness, and that on account of the condition
of the soul; the ignorant are filled with the knowledge of divine things;
and the tongue that was dumb in the things of God, speaks the language
of Canaan;’—Seeing that secure sinners have been roused with a witness
to care for the state of their souls, that those who were ignorant speak
skilfully concerning religious matters, and that even the graceless increase
in knowledge; that swearers stop their oaths and speak reverently of God,
that vain persons, who minded no religion, but frequented taverns and
frolics, passing their time in filthiness, foolish talking and jesting, or
singing paltry songs, do now frequent Christian societies for prayer, seek
Christian conversation, talk of what concerns the soul, and express their
mirth in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs; that they who were too
sprightly to be devout, and who esteemed it an unmanly thing to shed
tears for the state of their souls, have mourned as for an only son; and
that persons who came to mock at the lamentations of others, have been
convinced, and by free grace brought over to such ways as they formerly
despised.” cc I am, sir, yours,” &c.

“May 8, 1742

This letter was published without the name of the author,
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but with the following attestation by Mr. M’Culloch himself:—

May 8,1742.

“I have perused the following short narrative,* and can attest the facts
contained in it; partly from personal knowledge, and partly from the most
credible information; but I think it a loss that it is not fuller. I have seen
a large paper compiled by different hands; which, besides the facts related
in this, contains several useful reasonings, tending to prove that the
favourable judgment formed by many, and even by some who, through
want of information, hesitated at first about this work, is supported by
all that kind of evidence that things of this nature are capable of, in such
a space of time; and consequently, that there 1s good ground to hope that,
by the divine blessing, the confirmation arising from perseverance will
be daily increasing, as hitherto it has been. The said large paper contained
also a vindication of this work from various objections, and false and
injurious aspersions thrown on it in print by some who have not yet
appeared to own their accusations; which in justice they ought to do, or
retract them. But though it has not been thought expedient to publish
that large account at present, I understand the compilers of it can easily
prepare it for the press, if it shall be thought needful afterwards. For my
own part, I desire to join in hearty prayers with the people of God, that
he may revive his work in the midst of the years, in this and all the
churches, and make it to triumph over all opposition; and I conclude
with the words of the prophet Zechariah (4:6—7): ‘Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord. Who art thou, O great mountain?
Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth
the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace, unto it
“William M’Culloch.”

‘We have not observed whether the large paper here referred to was
published or not. But there is a collection

* This attestation was originally prefixed to the narrative.
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of not fewer than nine attestations, nearly all by ministers whose nearness

enabled them to judge, or who had themselves shared in the work. It is
now unnecessary, and would be tiresome, were these to be all copied.
But in several cases there is so much of what was actually observed by
the writers, that extracts at least from their attestations can scarcely fail
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to be interesting. And they are all, it will be seen, attesting what had
occurred during the same period, namely, the first three months of the
revival.

The first which we shall copy is the attestation of Mr. Willison of
Dundee, a name familiar among the pious as a household word. His letter
is as follows:—

“Glasgow, April 15, 1742.

Reverend and Dear Brother,—Seeing some are desirous to have my
thoughts of the work at Cambuslang, I am willing to own that I travelled
a good way to inquire and get satisfaction about it. And having resided
several days in Mr. M’Culloch’s house, I had occasion to converse with
many who had been and were under convictions there. I found several
in darkness and great distress about the condition of their souls, and with
many tears bewailing their sins and original corruptions; and especially
the sin of unbelief and slighting of precious Christ; some of whom had
been in this state for several weeks past.Yet I saw nothing in any tending
to despair; but, on the contrary, their exercise pointed still at the great
remedy: for oft they would be breaking out in hopeful expressions, such
as, ‘Though He slay me, I will trust in him.” Others I found in a most
desirable frame—overcome with a sense of the wonderful love and
loveliness of Jesus Christ; they were even sick of love, and inviting all
about them to praise him. I spoke also with many who had got relief
from their soul-trouble, and in whom the gracious work of the Spirit of
God appeared, according to my apprehension, in its fruits and effects.
Such were ingenuous confessors of their former evil ways, professed
hatred of sin, low and abasing thoughts of themselves, the renouncing
the vanities of the world and all
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their own doings, and relying wholly upon Christ for righteousness
and strength; expressing great love to Christ, to the Bible, to secret prayer,
to the people of God, and to his image in whomsoever it might appear;
and also love to their enemies, so that when they heard of some calling
the work at Cambuslang a delusion, they showed no resentment, but
wished their eyes might be opened; and they earnestly wished they could
bring all their enemies and all the world to their dear Redeemer. I
conversed with some who had been very wicked and scandalous, but
who were now wonderfully changed. Some of them, who had before
been rude and boisterous, had now the meekness of the lamb. When they
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spoke of their former ways, they blushed and wept, saying that none in
all the country round had been so wicked as they; and they earnestly
desired to exalt free grace. When I was cautioning them against new
temptations, they showed a proper sense of their own weakness, and
seemed on this account afraid of going near their old companions, though
they would fain have had them brought to Christ. They would rather,
they said, die than return to their old sins; and that if ever they should
be so left to themselves as to fall into any of them, they would rather
leave the country than bring dishonour on the cause of God. Though I
conversed with a great many, both men and women, young and old, I
could observe nothing visionary or enthusiastic about them. Their
conversation was solid, their experience scriptural, and the comfort or
relief they had got still came to them through some promise or word of
Scripture cast into their minds. And it was pleasant to hear them mention
so great a variety of these, up and down the Bible. Some who could not
read repeated their words of consolation without knowing well whether
they were words of Scripture or not; and on finding that they were, they
greatly rejoiced. I had heard much of this surprising work by letters, and
from eye-witnesses, before I came; but all that made slight impressions
on me when compared with what I saw and heard for myself. On the
whole,
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I look upon the work at Cambuslang as a singular and marvellous

outpouring of the Holy Spirit; and I pray that it may be a happy forerunner
of a general revival of the Lord’s work in this poor decayed church, and
a blessed means of union among all the lovers of our dear Lord.

“John Willison.”

A somewhat similar account is given by Mr. Matthew Connel, minister
of East Kilbride, a neighbouring parish; but as it does not contain much
additional information it may be omitted. The third is by Dr. John
Hamilton, minister of the Barony parish of Glasgow, and who was himself
also honoured of God. He speaks in his attestation of some who belonged
to his own parish, and who had been benefited at Cambuslang. We shall,
therefore, communicate an abstract of his statements. Writing on the 20th
of April, he says: “I understand it to be expected that I should declare
my sentiments concerning the extraordinary work at Cambuslang, especially
as a good many of my parishioners have lately been awakened there to
a great concern about their souls. As soon as I was informed of their
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condition, I made it my business to wait on them.And I found a good
many persons under the deepest exercise of soul, crying out most bitterly
of their lost and miserable state, by reason of sin; of their unbelief, in
despising Christ and the offers of the gospel; of the hardness of their
heart; and of their gross carelessness and indifference about religion. And
though some of them said that they had regularly attended the preaching
of the gospel, yet they acknowledged with much regret their misimprovement
of it; that they had heard many sweet sermons without benefit, and had
come to church only to see and be seen. I have heard them express great
sorrow for these things, and seemingly in the most serious and sincere
manner, and this not so much, as some of them told me, from fear of
punishment as from a sense of the dishonour done to God and the blessed
Redeemer. Though I have seen some of them in great distress, [ could
never observe any
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disordered in mind, and their complaints were always suited to their
circumstances. Neither did I observe any of them in a state of despair,
but all of them secking relief according to the gospel method of salvation—
through an interest in Christ. When speaking of prayer, they have told
me how much they had formerly neglected that duty, and how coldly
and lifelessly it had been performed. But now they had much sweetness
in it. Their love for the Scriptures was great. They spoke of them as very
precious, and as an invaluable treasure. They seemed surprised how they
could have so slighted them before, and they wondered at the discoveries
which they were daily making in them.They had great love for the public
ordinances, and felt unwilling, they said, to retire even when they were
over. They are also very desirous of being instructed in private. Some of
them came to my house; and I never saw persons more docile. Some
were at first but little acquainted with doctrinal knowledge; but their
progress was rapid. I have been surprised to observe how readily and
even judiciously some, who had but lately been ignorant and unconverted,
spoke concerning the most important points of practical religion, and
with how much facility they adduced passages of Scripture suited to the
subject in hand. I have often heard them express very strong desires for
the conversion of others; and they discover great love to as many as are
in Christ. The persons I conversed with had been different from one
another in their previous character and conduct. Some had all along been
sober and regular, and in the habit of attending public ordinances; whereas
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others had been careless, and addicted to many sins. But even the more
blameless declared, that till now, their hearts had never been touched
with the word; that they had never till now felt the influence of religion,
but were altogether unconcerned.”

Other attestations are afforded by the Rev. William Hamilton, at
Bothwell; the Rev. William Hamilton, at Douglas; the Rev. John M’Laurin
of Glasgow, whose
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name is in all the churches, and others in the neighbourhood; but
passing over these, we shall further quote only from a letter by the Rev.
William M’Knight, minister of Irvine, and father of Dr. M’Knight, well
known as a critical commentator. And we furnish an abstract of his letter
all the rather that, like Mr. Willison’s, it describes the impressions produced
on his own mind when at Cambuslang. Writing on the 6th of May, 1742,
he says:—

“As I had, by information from letters, conceived a good opinion of
the extraordinary and surprising work at Cambuslang before I went
thither, so my opinion has been much confirmed by what I saw and
heard. While I joined with your congregation in public worship, I observed
among the vast Dumber assembled to hear, not only serious looks, grave
deportment, and close attention, but also weeping eyes, and other indications
of deep distress. In conversing with some after the public services were
over, I found that their convictions were deep touching the evil and
demerit of sin, both original and actual, particularly that of unbelief. On
directing them to the words of Paul, as addressed to the Philippian jailer,
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house’
(Acts 16:31), their answer was, ‘Lord, help me to believe; gladly would I
believe, but I cannot.’Yet I observed that, even in these circumstances,
they expressed ardent desires after Christ. I conversed with others, who
had been under deep and piercing convictions of sin, but who had also
found in the blood of Christ a sufficient remedy; and these were ever
exalting free grace, saying, with the apostle Paul, ‘It is by grace that we
are what we are; and blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ’ When I conversed with them, they declared distinctly how
their convictions began, and wrought, and how they got relief. They
discovered, also, how gracious that work was, in their confession of sin
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with shame, sorrow, and blushing; in their professing so to hate it as to
loathe
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themselves on account of it; crying out, ‘Behold we are vile; we abhor
ourselves, and repent in dust and ashes:” also in their love to God and his
ordinances, in renouncing their own righteousness, and relying wholly
on Christ for righteousness and strength; in their high esteem and ardent
love for their dear Redeemer; in their charity and love for one another,
and for all who are Christ’s; in their affectionate concern for such as fall
under distress and anguish of spirit on account of sin; and in their
endeavours to relieve them, whether by suitable exhortations, or by
comforting with the consolations wherewith they had themselves been
comforted. These are a few of the good fruits which I observed among
some of those with whom I conversed at Cambuslang.

“Wm. M’Knight.

“Irvine, May 6, 1742.

These attestations are, we doubt not, sufficient, and therefore we shall
now only add the account which Mr. M’Culloch himself gives of what
had taken place. Writing to Mr. Whitefield, on the 28th of April 1742,
he says:—

“Rev. and very Dear Sir,—I have been so much employed daily for so
long time in the Lord’s work in this place, that I have not had leisure to
write to you half so often as I inclined; but I cannot forget you one day,
and would gladly hear more frequently from you, if your more important
work will permit you now and then to employ a few minutes that way.
It is matter of great joy to hear that our Immanuel is making such quick
and amazing conquest in New England, and that his work still goes on
and prospers with you. May he continue more and more to strengthen
and furnish you for that great and extraordinary work to which he hath
called you; and may he abundantly bless and promote your labours for
the good of multitudes of souls, who may be as so many jewels in that
crown of glory that our Lord will give you at his appearing! For my part,
I cannot but often cry out, with wonder and astonishment, Whence is
this to me, that the great God our Saviour should put so great and
extraordinary a
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work into my hands—a work relating to the interests of his kingdom,

and the bringing of souls to him—and that he should give any countenance
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at all, especially to the worthless endeavours of such a poor sinful creature
in this work? How well does it become me often to say and to sing, ‘Not
unto me, O Lord, not unto me, but unto thy name, O Lord, be all the
glory, for thy mercy’s sake, and for thy truth’s sake!”

“Help us, dear brother, to praise him for his goodness, and for his works
of mercy to perishing sinners, that are everywhere made to taste of his
distinguishing goodness, and particularly in this place of late. To the praise
of his own mercy and grace be it spoken, I believe that, in less than three
months past, about three hundred souls have been awakened and convinced
of their perishing condition without a Saviour, more than two hundred of
whom are, 1 believe, hopefully converted and brought home to God, and have
been at times filled with joy and peace in believing; and the rest are
earnestly seeking for Jesus, and following on to know the Lord.

“We have had several glorious days of the Son of man since this work
began. Last Lord’s-day was a remarkable day of divine power amongst
us. The Lord was with us of a truth. The arrows of conviction flew thick
among my people, and though there were but a dozen persons that had
been awakened that day, who came to my closet to talk with me at night
after sermon, yet I am informed that a considerable number besides these
were wounded in spirit, and either could not get into the house for the
crowd, or went away wishing to conceal their distress as long as they
could. Some have computed the number present hearing, the last two
Lord’s-days, at nine or ten thousand. Mr. Willison came from Dundee
about three weeks ago, to see the Lord’s work here, and he returned
much pleased. I believe his sermons, while here, were blessed to many.
Our dear brother, Mr. L——n, has been very assisting and encouraging
to this work. We continue still to have
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a sermon here every day. I long much to see you here. Let me know
by the first opportunity when you think to be with us. Cease not, dear
brother, to pay for the continuance and spreading of this blessed work,
and for your poor and unworthy, but affectionate brother in the Lord,
Wm. M’Culloch.”

After hearing so much of the power experienced at Cambuslang, one
naturally feels desirous of having some specimen of the preaching, and
especially of Mr. M’Culloch’s. Eleven of his discourses were published
by his son. But they had generally been revised, remodelled, or, it may
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be, in some cases written out for the first time, after they had been
delivered. During the pressing season of special duty, his discourses were,
it may be, generally rather the fruit of meditation than of written
compositions, and not therefore to be had. Two only of the eleven published
sermons, however, are said to have been delivered during the revival, and
one of them during the period just reviewed. But even these, though
faithful manifestations of divine truth, were not the actual sermons, as
delivered on the occasions referred to. Of the one, his son says: “The
sermon which he preached, he afterwards altered, particularly in the
improvement, when, about twenty years after, he again wrote and preached
on the same text.” It would, therefore, lead only to mistake, were these
to be given as actual specimens of the preaching so eminently blessed.
Many of the passages remembered by the awakened, as having been the
most effective, are not likely ever to have been written, but spoken, in
addressing the persons whose hearts had thus been touched and awakened.
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CHAPTER VI

THE FIRST COMMUNION.

WE have already been carried forward to the month of May, and as the
usual period for observing the communion appears to have been in July,
it was to be expected that some further progress would be contemplated.
It is through the gospel that God especially calls sinners. But there must
be more than calling—there must be answering. “When thou saidst, Seek
ye my face, my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek. O Lord,
truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid;
thou hast loosed my bonds.” (Psalm 27:8, 116:16.) These are sayings of
the heart, and may be addressed to God in private: but it is at the Lord’s
table that they are fully and solemnly said. There, such as can use this
language have a seat among the children; there they have to accept of
the bread and the cup personally; there they profess to accept of Christ
as set forth in these—of Christ as having made an atonement for them—
of Christ as their loving and beloved Lord, reigning in them, reigning
over them, and reigning for them. The hundreds already converted at
Cambuslang must, therefore, have desired greatly such an opportunity as
this. And, accordingly, we are told that when it was said to them, “Let us
go into the house of the Lord,” they were glad. Their prayers and
conversation all looked forward to this holy meeting. Many spoke of
seeing “the King in his beauty,” and many
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hoped to have their bands loosed—each of these trusting that he might
be released at this New Testament feast.

On the 3d of June, Mr. Whitefield again arrived at Leith; and the
impression produced everywhere by this, his second visit to Scotland,
was greater than during the first. He began in Edinburgh, but had pressing
invitations to visit the west, which was by this time very generally in an
excited state, whether from one cause or another. He complied; and on
returning to Edinburgh, wrote as follows concerning what he had witnessed:
“I arrived here last Saturday evening from the west, where I preached
all last week. On Monday, I preached at Paisley; on Tuesday and Wednesday,
thrice each day at Irvine; on Thursday, twice at Mearns; on Friday, thrice
at Cumbernauld; and on Saturday, twice at Falkirk, on my way back. In
every place, there was the greatest commotion among the people that
was ever known. Their mourning, in most of the places, was as for a first-
born. The auditories were very large, and the work of God seems to be
spreading more and more. Indeed, I have seen and felt such things as I
never saw and felt before. I never before was enabled to preach so powertully
as I have been whilst in the west. I purpose going to Cambuslang to-
morrow, in order to assist at the communion.”

Besides Mr. Whitefield and some of the ministers in the neighbourhood
of Cambuslang, Mr. Alexander Webster of Edinburgh was present on this
occasion, and took part in the interesting services of the week.

It was in these circumstances that the first communion after the
commencement of the revival was observed at Cambuslang; and some
accounts of it cannot perhaps be better introduced than in the unstudied
notice which Whitefield gives of what he himself observed on that
occasion. The communion was fixed for Sabbath, the r1th of July; and
he is, in the extract to be made, speaking of the preceding Tuesday:
“Yesterday morning, I preached at Glasgow to a very large congregation.
At noon, I came
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to Cambuslang, the place which God bath so much honoured. I preached
at two, to a vast body of people; again at six in the evening; and afterwards
at nine. Such a commotion was surely never heard of, especially about
eleven o’clock at night. It far outdid all that ever I saw in America. For
about an hour and a half there was such weeping, so many falling into
deep distress, and manifesting it in various ways, that description is
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impossible. The people seemed to be smitten by scores. They were carried
off and brought into the house like wounded soldiers taken from a field
of battle. Their agonies and cries were deeply affecting. Mr. M’Culloch
preached after I had done, till past one o’clock in the morning, and even
then the people could scarcely be got to retire. Throughout the whole
of the night might the voice of prayer and praise be still heard in the
fields.”

On Friday night, Mr. Whitefield returned again to Cambuslang, and
remained till Monday. And writing on the Thursday following, he says:
“On Friday night I came to Cambuslang, to assist at the blessed sacrament.
On Saturday, I preached to above twenty thousand people. Two tents
were set up (for the Sabbath), and the sacrament was administered in the
fields. When I began to serve a table, the power of God was felt by
numbers; but the people so crowded upon me that I was obliged to leave
the tables to be served by some of the other ministers, and to go myself
to preach at one of the tents. God was also with them and with his people.
There was sermon all day by one or another; and when the table services
were over, [ preached to the whole congregation, this being at the request
of the brethren. I preached about an hour and a half. Surely it was a time
much to be remembered. On Monday morning, I preached to nearly as
many, but so general a stir I never saw before. The motion passed swift
as lightning from one end of the audience to the other.You might have
seen thousands bathed in tears, some wringing their hands, some almost
swooning, and others
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crying out and mourning over a pierced Saviour. In the afternoon the
concern was also very great. Much prayer had been previously offered
up, and during the whole night, you might have heard the different
companies praying and giving praise to God.”

This account is very striking, but it is mainly confined to what concerned
Mr. Whitefield’s own labours. It will, therefore, be gratifying to see what
Mr. M’Culloch himself says. His letter, detailing what took place, was
written on the Wednesday following this communion, and therefore, at
a time when every thing must have been fresh upon his mind. It is as
follows: “Our glorious Immanuel is still going on to make numerous
conquests in this place. It is not quite five months since the work began,
and during that time, [ have reason to believe that upwards of five hundred
souls have been awakened, brought under deep convictions of sin, and a feeling
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sense of their lost condition. Most of these have also, I trust, been savingly brought
home to God. I do not include in this number such as have been found
to be mere pretenders, nor such as have had nothing in their exercise
beyond a dread of hell, which, as you know, may never issue in any saying
change. There have been some of both classes, but, blessed be God, the
number has not been great, so far as I have been able to ascertain. I do
not include in this number, either, such as have been awakened by Mr.
Whitefield’s sermons; because I cannot pretend to compute them. He
has been much here. He has preached not fewer than seventeen times
during this, his last visit to Scotland. He and Mr. Webster of Edinburgh,
as well as others from the neighbourhood, assisted at the dispensation of
the Lord’s supper here last Lord’s-day, and they were also with me on
the Saturday and the Monday. Both were much assisted and countenanced
in their Master’s work. There was also a more than ordinary concern
among the people throughout all the services, but especially under Mr.
Whitefield’s sermon, which was preached on the Monday. Under it there
was
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great weeping and mourning. The meetings also were very great. On
Sabbath, it was reckoned that there could not be fewer than thirty thousand
present; but Mr. Whitefield, who has been accustomed to large meetings,
estimated them at twenty thousand. The tables were placed below the
brae. The whole work was conducted in the open air. There were two
tents, and two ministers employed in these all day, except in the evening,
when Mr. Whitefield preached to the vast multitude who remained. The
number of services was seventeen, and each table, except the last, contained
about a hundred, or rather more; and the issue of tokens shows that
upwards of seventeen hundred must have communicated. It was, I am
persuaded, a blessed time to many; and yet I am hopeful that we shall
see and hear of far greater things than these. May the Lord send a plentiful
rain to Glasgow, his ancient heritage, whereby multitudes in it may be
made to look to Him whom they have pierced, and mourn!

“William M’Culloch.”

It will be observed, that in none of these accounts is there any notice
of the texts from which so many impressive discourses were delivered.
We have not the means of supplying any regular list of these. But we
have observed, from references in some of the manuscript cases, that the
action sermon, preached by Mr. M’Culloch, was from the Song of Solomon
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5:16: “His mouth is most sweet; yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my
beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.” And that the
sermon, preached by Mr. Whitefield on Sabbath evening, was from Isaiah
54:5:“Thy Maker is thy husband; the Lord of hosts is his name.” The
sermon preached from this text has more references to it, as having been
blessed to individuals, than any other of all that great man’s addresses. It
is printed in the first edition of his works, and in the more recent collections
of his sermons. But no one can obtain from these publications a correct
impression of the sermon as delivered. We have been able to trace the
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same discourse as delivered in four or five places of the west, not very
distant from one another, during the same season, and have seen reason
to believe, that his ordinary practice was to adhere to a common outline
which had been prepared, but to fill it up variously in different places,
Ps his own feelings and a sense of duty prompted. It was in this way that
he secured regularity in his general method and trains of reasoning, and
yet gave all the freshness of originality, and all the directness of an
immediate appeal to his addresses. Different men have different methods,
as they ought, and different circumstances lead to changes even in these,
which would not otherwise be advisable; but it is instructive to observe
how a man of so much labour, so much eloquence, and who was so much
blessed, conducted his discourses.

Some of the details occurring in this and other parts of the narrative,
may require explanation. These outcries and faintings, it is said, do not
look well. Revivals, accompanied with exhibitions such as these, are not
desirable. They ought not to be encouraged. Well, even if it should turn
out so, let us first see how the matter stands. It is riot alleged, then, be it
observed, that there is any virtue in such bodily manifestations. It is not
wished that anything should be done for the purpose of promoting these.
It is admitted that the demand put forth in the gospel is not, My son,
give me thy tears, or thy groaning, or thy fainting, or thy bodily suftering
of whatever kind; but, “My son, give me thy heart.” These are regarded
merely as effects; and it is alleged that. as such, there is riot in them
anything contrary either to reason or Scripture. The mother weeps, and,
it may be, faints over the loss of a beloved child; the mercantile adventurer
is distracted on hearing of some heavy and overwhelming loss; and the
condemned criminal is removed from the bar agitated and convulsed;
and is there anything unnatural in the tears, or even in strong bodily
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agitation on his part, who has just been brought to see that his soul, as
well as his body, is in a lost, and, as appears
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to him, a hopeless condition? Then, every one conversant with the
common sympathies of our nature must be aware how much our feelings,
whether of joy or of sorrow, are heightened by the sight and the hearing
of others in like circumstances; and it will from this be seen how much
of the things observed at Cambuslang must have been owing to the vast
Concourse of people assembled, and to the intensity of the impressions
produced. And if we now turn to Scripture, there must surely be something
of this kind conveyed in such a passage as the following: “They shall look
upon mc whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him as one that
is in bitterness for his first-born.” (Zechariah 12:10.) And it is difficult
to conceive of the multitude who heard Peter on the day of Pentecost,
otherwise than as resembling the meeting at Cambuslang. Peter’s audience,
as well as Whitefield’s, must have consisted of many thousands. This vast
assembly were pricked in their hearts, and cried out, as men who saw
themselves lost, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” and not fewer
than three thousand found peace under that sermon, and were saved. It
is true we are not told of bodily agitations; but this was not to be expected
in so brief a history, nor was it necessary, as these are merely the natural
effects of such feelings as are here expressed.

But why, say some, have so many sermons and so many preachers, as
if to awaken and keep up such excited feelings? Simply because they
were found necessary. Men’s minds are usually so thoroughly engaged
with the things of this world, as to require all that can be done to bring
them into a state even of proper concern about their eternal wellbeing.
The common feeling is, that men require only to be informed on the
subjects brought before them. But why, then, was it that, “in the last day,
that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst,
let him come unto me and drink?” (John 7:37.) Was it not just because
of the little interest which they had
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been taking in his previous teaching, and because of the sense which
he had of their condition? And the same thing is true in such circumstances
as these under consideration. The saying of our Lord has need to be often
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repeated and considered: “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled
about many things, but one thing is needful.”

But it is the opinion, we know, of some who sympathize with all this,
that such gatherings on sacramental occasions are not advisable. Without
offering anything controversially on this subject, it is well that we do
not shut our eyes on purposes actually served by such meetings. It is of
itself an important fact, that most of the remarkable revivals which have
occurred in Scotland have been more or less in connection with these-
have ‘been eminently forwarded by them. They have also served the
important purpose of extended fellowship among God’s people connected
with different congregations, and even different parts of the country. In
consequence of this intercourse, these were often the means of opening
communications between different places, and of promoting the work
of God in these. Refreshed by what they heard, and saw, and felt, each
little company returned to their own locality; and, in very many cases,
their knowledge of each other, their intercourse when brought together
in such solemn circumstances, and their opportunities of meeting afterwards,
led to the employment of means which would not otherwise have been
thought of, and, through these, to the revival of God’s work in their own
neighbourhood.

It is also to be observed, as regards the number of ministers brought
together on such occasions, that the various gifts thus employed, no
doubt, contributed to the effects produced. Different men, all excellent
in their own way, are nevertheless very differently endowed. Some are
fitted to awaken, some to melt, some to comfort, some to lay open the
deceitfulness of the heart, some to solve difficult questions, and some to
unfold the mysteries of the gospel. These and other gifts are really wanted,
and hence
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another reason why greater effects have been experienced on such
occasions than under the ordinary ministrations of some one instructor.
And perhaps we should add, that there is really a blessing in Christian
tellowship, which comes to be greatly more felt when its feelings traverse
their usual limits, and bring together, as of one family, many otherwise
strangers, or known only by report.*

*We have been very much struck with the fact observable in Scottish revivals, that the services
of the Monday after the communion were usually, more than those of other days, eminently
blessed. Livingston, when on his death-bed, said that the only sermons he had ever preached,
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and which he wished to see written, were preached on the Mondays after communion Sabbath,
one at the Kirk of Shotts, and another at Holywood, near Belfast. And the readers of this volume
will find many notices of special blessings attending Monday sermons.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE SECOND COMMUNION.

The excitement produced by the first communion was very great. Frequent
mention of this is made in the manuscript cases. Some had been disappointed
at not being able to attend the former; some who were present had been
so distracted with a sense of their condition, that they dared not to
venture; and such as had been forward, and found Him whom they so
much loved, eagerly panted for a renewed opportunity of the same
enjoyment. But besides these personal feelings, there were extraordinary
reports carried into all parts of the country. The meetings had been large,
and many of those present were from a distance, and had never seen any
thing of the kind before. They went, therefore, to their own places,
proclaiming to all the things which they had seen and heard; and the
effect was an extraordinary desire that a renewed opportunity of witnessing
something similar should be afforded; many who had not been present
on the former occasion, resolving that in these circumstances they also
would attend.

But long before these desires could be learned, a proposal to this effect
had been suggested, and was at this very time under consideration. But
this cannot be better explained than in a letter written by Mr. M’Culloch
himself. This letter contains an account of the communion, and although
it wants the date, it must have been written very soon after that solemnity,
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for it was published in the 39th number of the “Glasgow Weekly History,”
which would
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fall due about the end of September. It is addressed to a brother minister,
but his name is not given, and is as follows:—

“Rev. and Dear Brother,—You know that we had the sacrament of the
Lord’s supper dispensed here on the 11th of July last. It was such a sweet
and agreeable time to many, that a motion was made by Mr. Webster, and
seconded by Mr. Whitefield, that we should have another such occasion
again in this place very soon.The motion was very agreeable to me, but
I thought it needful to deliberate before coming to a resolution. The
thing proposed was indeed extraordinary, but so had the work in this
place been for several months past. Care was, therefore, taken to acquaint
the several meetings for prayer with the motion. They relished it well,
and prayed for direction to those concerned in determining this matter.
The session met next Lord’s-day, and taking into consideration the divine
command to celebrate the ordinance often, joined with the extraordinary
work that had been here for some time past; and understanding that
many who had met with much benefit to their souls at the last solemnity,
had expressed their earnest desires of seeing another in this place shortly;
and hearing that there were many who intended to have joined at the
last occasion, but were kept back through inward discouragements, or
outward obstructions, and were wishing soon to see another opportunity
of that kind here, to which they might have access; it was therefore
resolved, God willing, that the sacrament of the Lord’s supper should be
again dispensed in this parish on the third Sabbath of August then next
to come, being the 15th day of that month. And there was first one day
and then another, at some distance of time from that, appointed for a
general meeting of the several societies for prayer in the parish, at the
manse. They accordingly met on the days appointed, with some other
Christians from places in the neighbourhood. And when the manse could
not conveniently hold them, they went to the church; and at one of these
meetings, when light failed them in the
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church, a good number, of their own free motion, came again to the
manse, and continued at prayers and praises together till about one o’clock
next morning.
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“The design of these meetings, and the business which they were
accordingly employed in—besides singing of psalms and blessing the
name of God together—was to ask mercy of the God of heaven to
ourselves; to pray for such as unhappily opposed this work of God here
and in other parts, that God would forgive their guilt in this matter, open
their eyes, remove their prejudices, and convince them that it is indeed
his work, and give them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth;
that the Lord would continue and increase the blessed work of conviction
and conversion here and in other places, where it has begun in a remarkable
measure, and that he would extend it to all the corners of the land; and
that he would eminently countenance the dispensing of the sacrament
of the holy supper a second time in this place, so as to make the glory
of this latter solemnity to exceed that of the former. Much of the Lord’s
gracious presence was enjoyed at these meetings for prayer. Returns of
mercy were vouchsafed in part, and are still further expected and hoped
for.

“The second sacramental occasion did indeed much exceed the former,
not only in the number of ministers, people, and communicants, but,
which is the main thing, in a much greater measure of the power and
special presence of God, in the observation and sensible experience of
multitudes that were attending.

“The ministers that assisted at this solemnity were, Mr. Whitefield; Mr.
Webster, from Edinburgh; Mr. M’Laurin and Mr. Gillies, from Glasgow;
Mr. Robe, from Kilsyth; Mr. Currie, from Kinglassie; Mr. M’Knight, from
Irvine; Mr. Bonar, from Torphichen; Mr. Hamilton, from Douglas; and
three of the neighbouring ministers, namely, Mr. Henderson, from Blantyre;
Mr. Maxwell, from Rutherglen; and Mr. Adam from Cathcart;—all of
them appeared to be very much assisted in their work. Four of them
preached on
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the fast-day, four on Saturday, on Sabbath I cannot well tell how many,
and five on Monday; on which last day it was computed that above
twenty-four ministers and preachers were present. Old Mr. Bonar, though
so frail that he took three days to ride eighteen miles, the distance between
Torphichen and Cambuslang, yet his heart was so set upon coming, that
lie would by no means stay away; and when he was helped up to the tent,
he preached three times with great life, and returned with much satisfaction
and joy. Mr. Whitefield’s sermons on Saturday, Sabbath, and Monday, were
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attended with much power, particularly that on Sabbath night about ten
o’clock, and that on Monday; several were crying out, and a very great
but decent weeping and mourning was observable through the auditory.
On Sabbath evening, while he was serving some tables, he appeared to
be so filled with the love of God, as to be in a kind of ecstasy, and he
communicated with much of that blessed frame. Time would fail me to
speak of the evidence of the power of God coming along with the means,
and I am in part prevented by what is noticed by Mr. Robe in his Narrative.

“The number of people present on Saturday and Monday was very
considerable. But the number present at the three tents on the Lord’s-
day was so great, that, so far as I can hear, none ever saw the like in
Scotland, from the revolution down, or even anywhere else, on a sacramental
occasion. Some have called it fifty thousand, some forty, and the lowest
estimate I hear of, with which Mr. Whitefield agrees, who has been used
to great multitudes, and accustomed to form a judgment of their number,
makes them to have been upwards of thirty thousand.

“The number of communicants appears to have been about three
thousand. The tables were double, and the double table was reckoned to
contain from a hundred and fourteen to a hundred and twenty communicants.
The number of tables I reckoned at twenty-four, but I have been since
informed, that a man who sat near the tables and kept a
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pen in his hand, carefully marking each service, declares that there were

twenty-five double tables or services, the last wanting only five or six
persons to fill it up. And this account seems the most probable, as it nearly
agrees with the number of tokens distributed, which was three thousand.
And some worthy of credit, and who had proper opportunities to know,
gave it as their opinion, that there was such a blessed frame fell upon the
people, that if there had been access to get tokens, there would have been
a thousand more communicants.

“This vast concourse of people, you may easily imagine, came not only
from the city of Glasgow, and other places near, but from many places
at a considerable distance. It was reckoned, that there were two hundred
communicants from Edinburgh, two hundred from Kilmarnock, a hundred
from Irvine, a hundred from Stewarton, and some even from England
and Ireland. A considerable number of quakers were hearing, and many
formerly of the secession, some of whom communicated. A young man
looking forward to the ministry, and who had been for some time under
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great temptation, as if the presence of God was to be no more enjoyed,
either in the church or the secession, communicated here, and went home
with great joy, and full of the love of God.

“There was a great deal of outward decency and regularity observable
at the tables. Public worship began on the Lord’s-day at half-past eight
in the morning. My action sermon was, I think, reasonably short. The
third or fourth table was a-serving at twelve o’clock, and the last was
serving about sunset. When that was done, the work was closed with a
few words of exhortation, prayer, and praise, the precentor having so
much day-light as to let him see to read four lines of a psalm.The passages
to and from the tables were kept clear for the communicants to come
and go. The tables were filled so quickly, that oftentimes only four lines
of a psalm could be sung between. The tables were all served in the open
air, beside the tent and below the
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brae.* The day was temperate; no wind or rain sufficient to disturb.

Several persons of rank and distinction, who were elders, most cheerfully
assisted in serving the tables: such as the honourable Charles Erskine,
advocate; Bruce of Kennet; Gillon of Wallhouse; Warner of Ardeer; and
Mr. Wardrop, surgeon in Edinburgh.

“But the thing most remarkable, was the spiritual glory of this solemnity—
I mean the gracious and sensible presence of God. Not a few were
awakened to a sense of sin, and of their lost and perishing condition
without a Saviour. Others had their bands loosed, and were brought into
the marvellous liberty of the sons of God. Many of God’s dear children
have declared that it was a precious time to their souls—that they had
been abundantly satisfied with the goodness of God in his ordinances,
and filled with all joy and peace in believing. I have seen a letter from
Edinburgh, in which the writer says, ‘That having talked with many
Christians in that city, who had been here at this sacrament, they all
owned that God had dealt bountifully with their souls on that occasion.
Some who attended here have declared, that they would not for all the
world have been absent. Others cried out, ‘Now let thy servants depart
in peace, since our eyes have seen thy salvation here!’t And there were
who wished, had it been the will of God, to be removed while waiting
on God in these ordinances, without returning again to the world or
their friends, and so to be with Christ in heaven, which is far better.
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“I thought it my duty to offer these few hints concerning this solemnity,
and so to record the memory of God’s great goodness to many souls on
that occasion. And, now,

* One tent was placed at the lower extremity of the amphitheatre, and near the joining of
the two rivulets, and here the sacrament was administered; a second tent was erected in the
church-yard; and a third in a green field a little to the west of the first tent. (Statistical Account.)

T This we believe was the saying of Mr. Bonar, when taking leave to return home.
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I suppose you will by this time find yourself disposed to sing the 98th
psalm at the beginning, or the close of the 72d, or some other psalm of
praise. May our exalted Redeemer still go on from conquering to conquer,
till the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, so let it be. In him, I
am yours, &c.

“William M’Culloch.”

Writing from Cambuslang on the 27th August, Mr. Whitefield says:
“This day fortnight I came to this place to assist at the sacrament, with
several worthy ministers of the church of Scotland. Such a passover has
not been heard of, The voice of prayer and praise was heard all night. It
was supposed that between thirty and forty thousand people were
assembled, and three thousand communicated. The ministers were enlarged,
and great grace was among the people. I preached once on Saturday, once
on the Lord’s-day in the morning, I served five tables, and preached about
ten at night to a great number in the church-yard, though it rained much.
There was a great awakening. On Monday at seven in the morning, the
Rev. Mr. Webster preached, and there was a very great commotion; and
also in the third sermon, when I preached. A very great and serious
concern was visible throughout the whole solemnity. The Lord’s people
went home much refreshed.”

We cannot better follow up this account of the second communion,
than by extracting a few of Mr. Webster’s remarks on the work at large,
but written immediately on his return from Cambuslang, and pictures,
no doubt, of what he had just witnessed. His letter is dated at Edinburgh,
on the 3oth of August 1742: “During the time of divine worship, solemn,
profound reverence overspread every countenance. They bear as for
eternity, and not knowing but the next moment they must account to
their great Judge. Thousands are melted into tears. Many cry out in the
bitterness of their soul. Some of both sexes, and all ages, from the stoutest
man to the tenderest child, shake
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and tremble, and a few fall down as dead. Nor does this happen only

when men of warm address alarm them with the terrors of the law, but
when the most deliberate preacher speaks of redeeming love. Bring them
to Mount Sinai, where the thunder roars and lightnings flash, and this
may occasion greater outcry; but lead them to the consolations that are
in Jesus, and then vastly greater numbers fall under the most kindly
impressions. Talk of a precious Saviour, and all seem to breathe after him.
Describe his glory, and how ravished do many appear! how captivated
with his loveliness! Open the wonders of his grace, and the silent tears
drop from almost every eye. Such eternal, such glorious themes, seem
the delight of their souls, and reign triumphant over each power and
faculty.

“These, dear sir, are the visible effects of this extraordinary work during
the time of divine worship. Upon conversing with the subjects of this
work, after public service was over, they gave a distinct and scriptural
account of the temper of their minds, and of the various springs whence
their tears of sorrow or of joy flowed. Those struck in the most awful
manner, when recovered from the violence of the shock, mentioned the
quick and affecting sense which they had of divine wrath, before they
were so affected. They condescended on the particular part of the sermon
or Scripture which occasioned such views of their guilt and misery. They
described the gradual opening of their minds, till, led back to the rock
whence they were hewn, they saw that they had been conceived in sin,
and brought forth in iniquity, and humbly acknowledged that they had
been transgressors from the womb. They spoke under a painful sense of
sin, not only as the ruin of the creature, but as dishonouring to a kind
and loving Saviour. Unbelief in a particular manner cuts them to the
very heart. They cannot bear the thought of having so long rejected the
Son of God, and despised his endearing calls, as set forth in the gospel.
Being persuaded that he is the only Redeemer of a lost world, they
breathe after him under every
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character and in every relation; as a king upon his throne, clothed with
authority to reign, as well as a priest on the cross, endowed with ability
to save. Willingly would they part with all for, an interest in Jesus, and
they desire nothing more than to be taught of him as their great prophet.
Sensible of their utter inability to believe, how earnestly do they pray,
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‘Open the everlasting doors of our heart: Come in, thou blessed of the
Lord: Be our God and portion!’

“Those who have attained comfort readily give a reason of the hope
and joy which are in them with meekness and fear, declaring, to the
praise of divine grace, how the Holy Ghost, formerly a convincer, proved
also their comforter, by discovering to them their warrant to lay, hold
on Jesus the Saviour, and happily determining them to embrace a whole
Christ as freely offered in the gospel: “Whom, having not seen,’ say they,
I we love; in whom though now we see him not, yet believing, we rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.’ Sensible of the blessed change
which has passed upon their minds, they rejoice that old things are done
away, and all things become new.

It is not pretended, nor can it indeed be supposed, that all should, on
being first awakened, give such distinct accounts of the working of their
minds; or that all who have fled for refuge to the hope set before them,
have attained to so joyful a faith; but I have honestly described the condition
of the generality as I had it from themselves.”

But before concluding our account of this second communion, there
are certain interesting memorials to be noticed. Mr. M’Culloch furnishes
a list of the ministers who preached on the occasion, and of their texts,
except those who preached at the tents during the table services. And it
cannot fail to be interesting to have some memorial of these, and of the
men who were so much honoured of God.

On Tiesday, the fast-day,—

1. Mr. Adams preached from Psalm 119:59:“I thought on my ways, and
turned my feet unto thy testimonies.”—(1.)

2. Mr. Robe from Isaiah s3:10: “He hath put him
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to grief; when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see
his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall
prosper in his hands.”—(2.)

3. Mr. Henderson from Romans. 8:33—34: “Who shall lay any thing to
the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth: who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”—
(3.)

4. Mr. Currie from John 3:29:“He that bath the bride is the bridegroom;
but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him.
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rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. This my joy, therefore,
is fulfilled.”—(4.)

On Friday evening,—

Mr. M’Culloch from Isaiah s3:11: “He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied.”—(5s.)

On Saturday,—

1. Mr. Whitefield from John 13:8.“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part
with me.”—(6.)

2. Mr. Webster from 1 Peter 2:7: “Unto you, therefore, which believe,
he is precious.”—(7.)

3. Mr. Robe from his former text, Isaiah §3:10.—(2)

4. Mr. Bonar from the Song 3:3.“Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?”—
(8.)

On the Lords-day,—

1. Mr. M’Culloch preached the action sermon from 1 John 4:10: “Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.”—(s.)

2.The sermons at the tents during the table services are not given.

3. Mr. Whitefield exhorted in the evening after the other services were
over, but without a text.—(6.)

On Monday,

1. Mr. Webster at seven o’clock A.m., from Luke 12:32:“Fear not, little
flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”—

(7)
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2. Mr. Hamilton from 1 Thessalonians 5:17:“Pray without ceasing.”—
(9)

3. Mr. Whitefield from the parable of the marriage supper, Matthew
22:2—14.—(6.)

4. Mr. M’Knight from Matthew 15:28:“O woman, ,great is thy faith:
be it unto thee even as thou wilt.”—(10.)

5. Dr. Gillies from Job 22:21: “Acquaint now thyself with him, and be
at peace; thereby good shall come unto thee.”—(11.)

NOTICES CONCERNING THE ABOVE MINISTERS.

1. Mr. George Adams was at this time minister of Cathcart, and was
esteemed of all as a man of piety, and faithful in the discharge of ministerial
duties: he afterwards fell into the sin of fornication, and was deposed
from the office of the ministry. The signs of his repentance, however,
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were so evident to all, that application has made by the session, by the
whole of the heritors, and by many of the parishioners, for his restoration.
The presbytery, after a course of discipline, before the congregation and
otherwise, were proceeding to replace him, when the commission, in
November 1747, ordered them to desist, till the advice of the assembly
had been obtained. The presbytery accordingly referred the case to the
assembly, in May 1748; and, under the circumstances, the assembly allowed
the presbytery to proceed, and he was re-instated in his former parish,
oil the 17th of August following. It is said by local tradition, that as often
as lie had discipline to administer on others for a like offence, his reference
to his own case was so touching as greatly to affect all present.

2. Mr. James Robe was minister of Kilsyth, and a son of Mr. Michael
Robe, minister of Cumbernauld before the revolution, probably as an
indulged minister under the act of 1687, and after it as parish minister.
His son, Mr. James, was inducted at Kilsyth in 1713, and died in 1755. His
Narrative of the Revival shows much of his character and labours. His
“Monthly History” contains much that is
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not to be found in any other original work. His controversial pamphlets
discover talent as well as zeal. His sermons, of which there are several
volumes, are simple, full of gospel truth, and worthy of a place among
other works of practical divinity. And there are still traditional anecdotes
strongly illustrative of his character, as a holy and conscientious servant
of Christ.

3. Mr. Henderson was minister of Blantyre, a parish in the immediate
neighbourhood of Cambuslang; but we have not met with anything
concerning him worthy of notice.

4. Mr. John Currie was minister of Kinglassie, in Fife. He was settled
in that parish in 1705, and died in 1755. He was distinguished as an able,
faithful, and laborious gospel minister. As he and Mr. Ebenezer Erskine
were friends in early life, and their parishes adjoining, they lived as
brothers, sharing each other’s counsels, and striving together in the cause
of their common Master. But when the secession took place, they parted.
Mr. Currie became one of the leading defenders of the establishment,
or rather of his own conduct and that of others in not seceding. Mr.
Wilson of Perth was his principal opponent, as an author. And when the
revivals broke out, Mr. Currie wrote in their defence, and was engaged
in controversy with others of his former associates.
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s. It is not necessary to add anything to the biographical notice already
given concerning Mr. M’Culloch. His son, as already noticed, was minister
of Dairsie, in Fife. He was highly respected in his day as an able and
evangelical minister; and a daughter of his, Mrs. Coutts, is now resident
in Edinburgh, a living example of the piety and benevolence of her
ancestors, and warmly attached to the principles of the Free Church.

6. It may not be known to the reader, that Mr. Whitefield wrote his
own life, up to the time of his obtaining ordination. In it, he freely exposes
his own early sins, as well as acknowledges the grace which he had
received. Dr. Gillies of Glasgow wrote the life which accompanies
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his works; and it is drawn up with great judgment. There is a curious
fact connected with this, which may, like many similar facts, touch some
of the hidden springs in providence, now at work. A Mr. William Burns
of Falkirk or the neighbourhood, became so attached to Mr. Whitefield,
as to follow him across the Atlantic, and after returning, to devote himself
to the ministry. He never received any appointment, but continued to
preach as opportunity occurred, so long as he was able. And as a memorial
of his regard for Whitefield, he published an edition of his life by Dr.
Gillies, with a preface written by himself. This Mr. William Burns was
the uncle of the late Mr. James Burns of Brechin, of Mr. William Burns
of Kilsyth, Dr. Robert Burns, formerly of Paisley, now of Toronto, and
of Dr. George Burns of Corstorphine, with their numerous clerical
descendants and connections, including Mr. William Burns, junior, who,
like Whitefield, is properly an evangelist—all, so far as we recollect, of
the Free Church.

7. Dr. Alexander Webster was one of the most distinguished men of his
day. His father was Mr. James Webster of the Tolbooth Church, Edinburgh.
The father had lived and suffered in troublous times. He was repeatedly
imprisoned on account of his adherence to right principle, and his health
was in consequence impaired. He received license from the persecuted
church, and seems to have been for some time at Craigmillar, near
Edinburgh, as an indulged minister. After the revolution, lie was settled
first at Whitekirk, and about 1693, in the Tolbooth Church, where he
laboured till his death, which was in 1720. He was beloved by his people,
and was one of the few who stood boldly up to stem, if it were possible,
the rising tide of corruption in the church. In this capacity, he incurred
much odium with many, but was honoured by the godly in presenting
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himself as the libeller of professor Simpson at Glasgow, on account of
heresy. His son, Alexander, was but a boy when his father died. He was
first ordained
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at Culross, but in 1737, he was inducted to the Tolbooth Church, where
his father had been minister. He was received with the love due to the
son of a beloved pastor, and with high expectations as to his own merits.
These expectations were not disappointed. He proved one of the most
popular and influential ministers of the age, and his talents and influence
were always on the side of gospel truth. Among the many important
undertakings which engaged his attention, one was the establishment of
the Ministers” Widows’ Fun d-an acknowledged monument not only of
benevolence, but also of talents and influence. Mr. Whitefield saw him
and other friends on first arriving in Edinburgh in 1741. Notwithstanding
Mr. Webster’s connection with the Erskines—for one of his sisters was
the wife of Mr. Ebenezer Erskine—he remained the firm friend of the
work of God in the establishment, after they had set themselves against
it. One of the ablest defences of that work was written by him, and 1s
entitled “Divine Influence, the True Spring of the Extraordinary Work
at Cambuslang, and other places in the West of Scotland.”

8. The Rev. John Bonar was educated at St. Andrews previous to the
revolution settlement. Here he had trials to endure even as a student, on
account of his adherence to presbyterian principles. In 1692 he was
licensed; and in 1693 he appears to have been settled at Torphichen. In
1721 he was one of the twelve good men who joined in a representation
to the assembly because of the injury done to truth in the censure
pronounced on the “Marrow of Modern Divinity.” He afterwards took
part with those who, in defence of truth, prosecuted professor Simpson
for heresy. Being thus allied with the little band of witness-bearers for
the honour of Christ, he was deeply grieved at the harsh treatment which
some of them received; and although he did not see it to be his duty to
secede, he retained for such as did great esteem and aftection, which they
also cherished for him. In his own parish he manifested all
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that personal piety and zeal for evangelical truth, which his public
conduct would lead us to expect. Many serious persons from other
parishes into which hirelings had been intruded attended his ministry,
and especially on communion occasions, when he usually had assisting
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him men of a like spirit. When the revival at Cambuslang first broke out,
he was greatly delighted, and anxious to hear all about it. Two of his
letters, addressed to Mr. M’Culloch in the months of March and April,
1742, are still extant. But not satisfied with correspondence, he resolved,
though now so frail as to take three days in riding eighteen miles, to
witness with his own eyes what was doing. And so, as we have seen, he
attended the second communion. There is another letter of his, addressed
to Mr. M’Culloch the year following which is so tender and touching
that we give it entire: “Rev. and very Dear Brother,—I had your very
desirable letter of the 25th August, by two of your elders, Archibald Fyfe
and Ingram More, to whom I gave what tokens you called for to your
Cambuslang people. It was on account of my bodily frailty and weakness
that I was afraid to think of a communion, but was truly importuned
both by strangers and our own people, making use of this weighty
argument, that they apprehended it would be the last they should have
with me. But even amidst all their pressing desires, they evidenced their
fear that I should not be able to go through with it. At last I yielded to
them, not knowing what might be in the womb of Providence; but so
much I think we can now say, that it was begun, carried on, and completed
by prayer. Sure I am that God did manifest himself as a prayer-hearing
God. He sent to us very agreeable assistants with the fulness of the blessing
of the gospel, and perfected strength in my weakness; so that I was carried
through all the parts of my work to the admiration of many. The Lord
was here in a remarkable manner, so that his people were both fed and feasted,
and several who knew nothing of religion were awakened, both of our own people
and strangers. O that I could with my soul and all that is
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within me magnify his holy name for what he bath done for us! And
I hope, my dear brother, as I believe you joined in wrestling for a blessing
to us, so will you join me in ascribing the glory and praise that is due
to our exalted Redeemer, for his wonderful love and grace, manifested
to unworthy me and my flock.

“It was refreshing to hear that the Lord continues to build up his own
among you in holiness and comfort, and of your two desirable sacramental
occasions this year. May the Lord prosper his work in your hands, and
spare you long as an instrument of doing him much service! Our dear
Lord has been riding prosperously this year in the chariot of his salvation;
may he continue so to do, in this our land, and in those happy places
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which he hath so remarkably countenanced abroad! May the glorious
work spread from nation to nation, till it fill the length and breadth of
thy land, O Immanuel! As for me, my work seems to be near an end; and
now my desire is, that before I go off the stage, God would give me some
new seals of my ministry, and make me see glorious days of his power
and grace in this place, where I have laboured these fifty years. I must
now go the way of all the earth: may God be with you and my other
brethren, whose years promise a longer time in the vineyard! Be valiant
to fight the Lord’s battles: let no opposition, though even from the
pretended friends of Jesus, discourage your heart or weaken your hands.
The Lord sits king upon the floods; yea, our God shall reign for ever and
ever. He will make even the wrath of man to praise him, and the remainder
thereof shall he, in his own time, restrain.

“Remember me in ray distress at a throne of grace. I join my wife and
grandson in affectionate service to yourself and Mrs. M’Culloch,—I am,
Rev. and Dear Brother, your most affectionate brother and servant in
the Lord, J. Bonar.

“Torphichen, September 20, 1743.”

Four years after the writing of this letter, he appears to
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have entered into his rest, namely, in 1747; leaving behind him an
impression of guileless zeal and devotional earnestness, which died only
with the last of the generation to which he belonged. And now, that
several generations have succeeded, his memory is still preserved in a
long line of honoured descendants. He had a son, minister of Fetlar, in
Shetland. John, his grandson, was first minister of Cockpen, and then of
Perth; Archibald, his great grandson, first of Glasgow, and then of Cramond,
John his great great grandson, first of Larbert, and now of Aberdeen; and
with him, there are three other grandsons of the minister of Perth—
Horatius, minister of Kelso; John, of Greenock; and Andrew, of Collace—all
the four being of a like spirit with their common ancestor, and faithful
to the same principles. They are all ministers of the Free Church.

9. Mr. William Hamilton was minister of Douglas, in the upper ward
of Lanarkshire, and one of those who attested the Narrative; but we have
not otherwise observed any thing remarkable concerning him.

ro. Mr. William M’Knight was minister of Irvine. He was a native of
Ireland, and is said to have been in Irvine merely as a stranger—probably
on his way to or from Ireland—when, after the demission of Mr. Warner,
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he was asked to preach, and gave so much satisfaction, as soon after to
be settled in that town. This was in 1702, and he died in the same place
in 1750. He was a popular preacher, and esteemed for his piety and
uprightness. Dr. James M’Knight, the well-known commentator, was a
son of his.

11. Dr. John Gillies was a son of the minister of Careston, in Forfarshire.
He was born in 1702, and inducted to the College Church, Glasgow, on
the 29th July 1742. His preaching at Cambuslang, must, therefore, have
been only a few weeks after his induction, and is itself a strong proof of
the estimation in which he was held, seeing that so many highly esteemed
ministers were there as hearers. His labours in Glasgow were numerous,
and few men of
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that age did so much to advance the cause of practical godliness. Deeply
serious, and of a very catholic spirit, he seems to have been continually
seeking opportunities of doing good, and in every possible way. His
writings, which are numerous and varied, are all characterized by an
earnest, evangelical spirit. They all have reference to the realities of
religion, rather than. an thing speculative or merely popular. As regarded
correspondence with foreign churches and eminent servants of God, he
and Dr. Erskine of Edinburgh were generally known on both sides of
the Atlantic as the Scottish representatives. His first wife was a daughter
of the celebrated M’Laurin, also of Glasgow, whose society he greatly
enjoyed; and co-operating with his more aged relative, as Timothy with
Paul, they, together, may be said to have given, for many years, the proper
tone and character to the religious movements of that great city. When
he had reached his eighty-fourth year, he was asked by a friend, how he
felt? “You ask me,” said he, in reply, “how old age sits upon me? I am
now in my eighty-fourth year, and, thank God, enjoy tolerable health
and spirits; though it has pleased our heavenly Father to lay me almost
wholly aside from my work for many months past. I comfort myself with
my favourite Milton’s words— They also serve, who only stand and wait.’
I am waiting, I hope with patience, God’s time, which is the best, for my
dismission hence. Christ’s lying in the grave, has sweetened the thoughts
of it to all believers; and through his merits, we can have hope in death.”
This was written in autumn 1785, and on the 29th of March 1786, he fell
asleep in Christ.
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He left a son, Mr. Colin Gillies, who, after officiating for some time
in the West parish of Greenock, was inducted to the Low parish of Paisley
in 1781, where he died in 1810. He is said to have been a very tender and
affectionate preacher, much esteemed by the more serious; and cases have

been brought to the writer’s knowledge of his having been also blessed
in his labours.
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CHAPTER VIII.

THE CONDITION OF CAMBUSLANG AFTER THE REVIVAL OF
1742 HAD SUBSIDED.

THERE was but one day of Pentecost at Jerusalem. There is no mention
of so many as three thousand being converted under one sermon in the
times which followed. But the work of God did not on that account
cease. The number of such as believed was soon after reckoned at five
thousand, instead of three. Moreover, many of the effects remained. Those
who were thus born as in a day became the seed of a more numerous
generation in the age which followed. It also gave a high tone to the
religious character and devotedness of professors, to which they might
not have otherwise attained. Who can tell whether, if there had been no
Pentecost, there would have been, among other indications of high
principle on the part of the converts, the devoting of their entire substance
to the cause and service of God? (Acts 2:44—45) the only other occasion
on which it is specially mentioned, being after a similar visitation. (Acts
4:34—37.) The revivals of the last century did not cease all at once. There
were some precious years after 1742; and many precious seasons, holding
a connection with these, were enjoyed in different parts of the country
for many years after. We do not think it impossible even to trace a
connection between these and the missionary spirit which broke out at
the end of the century, namely in 1795, 1796, &c. Some of the generation
who took part in these movements spoke of a state of religion
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then fast waning, which was, however, even then, more intense, more
devotional, and more closely associated with the habits of the revival
period, than any other. Speaking of the west of Scotland, there were not
a few, as we have been assured by some of themselves when old men,
who travelled in the summer season upwards of twenty miles, that they
might enjoy the privileges of a gospel ministry; passing, as they pursued
their journey, several churches into which they felt as if they could not
profitably enter. There were common mechanics, and others of similar
standing in society, who were in the habit of travelling ten or twelve
miles, once a week or once a fortnight, to attend fellowship-meetings.
And on sacramental occasions, it was quite common for the pious of one
place to lodge with those of another for several days, so that there would
be in the same house some belonging to places twenty or thirty miles
asunder; and while together, they were either hearing the gospel, or
conversing on matters of religion, or engaged in devotional exercises. In
country places, the barns were for this purpose fitted up as barrack-
rooms, and those who had such accommodation waited after divine
service, especially on the Saturday, to invite their guests. In some places,
public intimation was usually made from the pulpit, instructing strangers
how to find the necessary accommodation. Some of these practices existed
probably thirty years ago; and there are persons still living who are able
to recollect, not the forms merely, but the spirit by which these had been
animated at an earlier period. Nor can any of us tell how much we are
even now indebted to what God did in this country upwards of a hundred
years ago. It is in early life, and under the influence of parental example
and parental instruction, that we commonly acquire those habits and
form those tendencies which afterwards appear in public conduct. And
among those who are now active, and others who may have been active
at a somewhat earlier period, there doubtless are some whose boyish
musings were first nursed under the lingering influence of an earlier
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state of religion. Due attention, moreover, is not usually given to the
importance of merely awakening to inquiry a comparatively dead and
worldly generation. Apart altogether from the immediate work of
conversion, there is much in disturbing the slumbers of a Laodicean
church; and this end is, in some measure, served by the very peculiarities
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of a revival. There is a voice in spring as well as a hidden power; and so
is there in a revival of religion.

But as regards Cambuslang, we have much more direct and satisfactory
information. In 1743 and 1744 special days of thanksgiving were appointed
by the session, and observed. In 1751-that is, nine years after the special
season of revival—Mr. Robe of Kilsyth was about to publish certain
attestations, and Mr. M’Culloch prepared a review of the fruits of the
revival at Cambuslang. The account is somewhat long, containing a
practical exposition and application of the parable of the sower; it being
the object of the writer to show cause for the falling away of some who
had at first given promise of better things. But as regards a mere statement
of facts, the expositions introduced rather mar than promote the
communicating of a distinct impression. The piece will be found entire
in Robe’s Narrative, which was lately republished, but we shall merely
embody the facts, with so much only of the exposition as seems necessary.

“ Cambuslang Manse, April 30, 1751.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—Hearing that you are very soon to publish
some attestations to the fruits of the revival of religion in this country
in the year 1742, at the desire of some ministers, I drew up, and herewith
send you, my attestation, relating to the effects of the extraordinary work
here in 1742, which you may publish along with your own attestation
and that of others. When the God of all grace is pleased, in infinite mercy;,
to send a revival of religion to a church, or any particular corner in it,
among other artifices whereby Satan and his instruments endeavour to
obstruct
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its progress, a very usual and successful one is, to raise prejudices against
it in people’s minds, by suggesting and alleging that, though the like
awakenings and promising appearances formerly obtained in as high, or
even a higher degree elsewhere, yet there was no good that followed, but
a great deal of evil.

“In order, therefore, to set this matter in a clear light, and that I might
be able to give a brief but just account of a work that happened in a
parish whereof I have the pastoral inspection and charge, and which I
cannot but look upon to have been a glorious work of God’s grace, I
thought it my duty to make a particular inquiry concerning the behaviour
of the known subjects of the work at Cambuslang in 1742; that is, of
those persons not only living in the parish of Cambuslang, but who came

— b



Revivals of the 18th Century v2.qxp:Layout$ 7 12 2008 15:48 Page 87

FIRST PROOF READING DRAFT 87

from many other places, near or more remote, and who, upon resorting
to Cambuslang in 1742, are known to have there fallen under awakenings,
convictions, and a deep concern about their eternal salvation, for the
first time, or, at least, the first time that their convictions and concern
seemed to prove effectual, and to come to a gracious issue.

“I do not propose to speak, except in a few words, of those who resorted
hither in 1742, and who were true Christians before that. Of these there
were many hundreds, I may say thousands, from places near and far off,
who then flocked hither and joined in hearing; and great numbers of
them, upon producing sufficient testimonials, were admitted to partake of the
sacrament of the Lord’s supper; and thereby the number of communicants,
which here used to be about four or five hundred, previous to 1742, came
to be greatly increased in that and the following years. At the first sacrament
in 1742, the number was upwards of seventeen hundred; at the second
sacrament, in 1742, the number was reckoned at three thousand;in 1743,
it was