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of Communicating with them, while their Stated Separa-
tion, with their ready Defence of it (when call’'d upon)
show’d they were far from apprehending; it preferable;
if this should be interpreted as an Encouraging them,
it would be thro’ a faulty want of Consideration, and
the blame must lie at their own Door. And when they
were told by others that they ought to mind the Apo-
stles  Charge, and mark those who cause Divisions, their
Practise answer’d for them, that it was their great en-
deavour to keep from Extreams, and mark uncharitable
Dividers on both hands of them; that so by carrring
it with as Disinterested an Integrity as was Possible,
between the furious Biggots on both sides, they might
both save themselves from the untoward Generation where-
in they liv’d, and do what they could to pave the way
for that Coalition of the more moderate of all sorts, which
was the thing that from first to last appear’d to them
most desireable, and which (they yet conceive) will at last
be found Necessary to our common Security.

U3 CHAP.

204

CHAP XI.
Myr. BAXTER’s Settlement in LONDON.

The Occasion of his Separation from  his
Beloved ~ People  at DERMINSTER.
His Carriage to them after he left them.
His Labours in LONDON, till he was
Silenc’d.

The State of Affairs, when My. Baxter came to London.

Hile Mr. Baxter continu’d in a Private
Corner of the Country his Name grew Fa-
mous all over the Nation: And when he

was afterwards more in general view, by being fix’d in
the City, which is the common Center of the Land;
He kept his Reputation, and his usefulness was the
more Extensive. He came to London at the time when
all  things tended toward a mighty Change. Protector
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Richard was depos’d, and the Government that Suc-
ceeded, was very Precarious and Changeable. Some
tho’t the Obligation to Richard was not dissolv’d, nor
could be till another Parliament or till he had made a
fuller Renunciation of the Government. Most were
weary of the frequent Changes they had past thro’: All
had great Expectations from the Approaching Parlia-
ment. The King’s return was what was generally de-
sir’d; and that even by those had but a Melan-
choly Prospect of the Consequences of such an Alte-
ration: for they could see no hope of a Settlement
any other way. The minds of People were in no small
Commotion, thro’ a variety of clanuestine Rumours.
Politicians were busily at Work to quiet and satisfie
them. They procur’d several Letters to be  written
from France, full of high Elogiums of the King, and
Assurances of his firmness in the Protestant Religion.
Among the rest one was written by Monsieur Gaches,
a famous Preacher at Charenton to Mr. Baxter, declaring
that the King was present at Divine Worship in the French
Church at Roan and Rochel, tho’ not at Charenton. These
Letters were Printed, and satisfy’d many.

The

295
His Preaching there upon Publick Occasions, &c.

The New Parliament was no sooner met, than they
appointed a Solemn Day of Fasting and Prayer, in or-
der to a general Humiliation for the Sins of the Land,
and to invoke the Divine Blessing on their Consultati-
ons. Mr. Baxter was one who Preach’d before them
upon that Occasion. It was upon the last of April 1660.
In that Sermon, Speaking of the Differences then on
Foot and the way to heal them, he told them that
whether they should be Loyal to the K. was no matter of
Difference; in that all agreed; it not being possible that a
Man  should be true to Protestant Principles, and not be
Loyal; as it was impossible to be Loyal upon Romish Principles.
And as for matters of Church Government, he told
them it was easie for moderate Men to come to a fair A-
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greement;  and  that  the late  Arch-Bishop of ARMAGH
and he, had agreed in half an Hours Discourse, &c. the
Papists were angry at his Charge, tho’ he cited Canon
the third of the Lateran Council under Pope Innocent
the Third, which was a full Justification of his Asserti-
on. The very next Morning after this day of Fasting,
(May the 1) the Parliament voted home the King,
Nemine Contradiante. About the same-time, there
was a Day of Solemn Thanksgiving in the City, for
Monk’s Success, &c. and Mr. Baxter Preach’d before
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen at St. Pauls, and he en-
deavour’d to shew the value of that Mercy, so as to shew
also, how Sin and Mens Abuse might turn it into matter
of Calamity: and what should be right Bounds and
Qualifications of this Joy. Dr. Morley being often free
in his Discourse for Peace and Union, Mr. Baxter ob-
tain’d a Meeting with him, and had an Hours Discourse
upon that Subject. The Doctor spake much of Mo-
deration in the General, but would not parly upon any
particular Terms of Peace. He spake much for Litur-
gys, and against Extemporary Church Prayers: And at
length declar’d that the Jansenists were numerous among
the Papists, and many among the French inclin’d to Peace,
and that to his Knowledge, if it were not for the Hin-
derances which Calvin had laid in the way, most on this
side the Alpes would come over to us; by which what
he aim’d at was easily Discover’d. When the King was
come home, Mr. Baxter Preach’d once before him as
his Chaplain; and often waited upon him with the rest
of the Ministers, as has been before Related; using his

U4 utmost
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utmost endeavours to keep Things from coming to ex-
tremity; in which tho’ he Succeeded not to his Desire,
he vyet had the Satisfaction of the disinterested Sincerity
of his Aims and Intentions.

His ejection at Kederminster, and endeavour to have continu’d there.
King Charles had not been long in England, before
the OIld Sequefired Vicar of Kederminster, (who was yet
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living) was restor’d to his Parsonage. He had Dbefore
remain’d  unmolested. And tho’ the Parliament had
made an Order that no Sequestred Minister should have
his fifth part, unless he remov’d out of the Parish where
he had been Minister, yet did Mr. Baxter never remove
him out of the Vicaridge House, no nor once came
within the Doors of it; so far was he from seizing it
as his own, or removing him out of the Town. But
he liv’d in Peace and Quietness, and without Scandal
and Offensiveness. He never discover’d any uneasiness
till the times chang’d, & then was as Assuming, as
before he was Submissive. The Sequestration continu’d
in the hands of the Towns-Men. They gather’d the
Tythes and Profits, and thus dispos’d of them. Mr. Bax-
ter had 9ol. per Annum. The Old Vicar 40. 6l. Yearly
went to the Lord for Rents: There were also some
other Charges; and the over-plus was given to Mr. Bax-
ter’s Assistant. When the Vicar was restor’'d, Mr. Bax-
ter would gladly have been his Curate; for he was so
sensible of his own insufficency that he always kept one;
but even this could not be granted. Being often with
my Lord Chauncellor after the King’s return, he when
he refus’d the offers of a Bishoprick, begg’d his Lord-
ships  Favour, about a Settlement at Kederminster. Sir
Ralph  Clare was the great Obstacle; who once freely
told him that if he would Conform, no Man in England
was so fit to be there as he; but if he would not, no
Man so unfit. Once meeting Sir Ralph in  Bishop
Morley’s  Chamber, he desir'd to know if he had any
thing against him, that should make him so much oppose
him. His answer was, that it was because he would not
give the Sacrament to any Kneeling; and that of 1800
Communicants, he had not above 600 for him, and the
rest were for the Vicar. Mr. Baxter reply’d that he himself
knew that he invited him to the Sacrament, and offered
it him Kneeling, and that under his hand in Writing:
and that openly in his hearing in the Pulpit, he
had promis’d him and all the rest, that he never had nor

would



Calamy_1713_Text_v2_Calamy 1713 Volume 1 25 May 2011 23:02 Page 369

1713 EDITION VOLUME I 369

297
would put any Man from the Sacrament on the Account
of Kneeling, but leave everyone to the Posture they
should choose. And that the Reason why he never
gave 1t to any Kneeling was, because all that came
would Sit or Stand, and those who were for Kneeling
would not come, unless he would Administer it to them
on a day by themselves, when the rest were not pre-
sent: And he had no mind to be the Author of such a
Division, and make as it were two Churches of one.
And  that the Consciousness of Notorious  Scandal
which they knew they must be accountable for, made
many Kneelers stay away. And as to the Second
Charge, he begg’d leave of the Bishop to send by the
next Post, to know the minds of the People; for that
if he found what was alledg’d was true, he should take
it a Favour to be kept from them. This being under-
stood by the People of Kederminster, they in a Day’s
time gather’d the hands of 1600 of the 1800 Commu-
nicants, and the rest were such as were from Home.
This Subscription he a few days after show’d Sir Ralph
before the Bishop, and they were both of them there-
upon so much the more against his Return to them.
However, my Lord Chauncellor wrote to Sir Ralph a-
bout the matter, and told him that it would be a
thing grateful both to his Majesty and himself, for
Mr. Baxter to be resettled among that People according
to his Desire, and offer’d that whatever Annual Allow-
ance should be agreed upon for Mr. Dance the Old Vi-
car, should be paid by his own Steward by Quarterly
Payments, till he was otherwise provided for to his Sa-
tisfaction. But it was a meer Compliment, and had
no Effect. Not long after he went himself into Wor-
cestershire, to try whether it were possible to get any ho-
nest Terms from the Vicar, that he might Preach to
his former Flock. But when he had Preach’d Twice or
Thrice, he deny’d him Liberty to Preach any more.
He offer’'d him to take the Lecture only which he was
bound to allow him wunder a Bond of sool. but he
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refus’d it. He offer’d to be his Curate, which also was
refus’d. He offer’d to Preach for nothing, but could
not be accepted. At length he only begg’d leave once
to Administer the Sacrament to the People, and preach
his Farewel Sermon to them, but could not obtain it.
The Vicar acted herein according to the Direction of

his

298

his  Superiours. Going afterwards to the Bishop, he al-
together deny’d him the Liberty of Preaching in his
Diocess. He offer’™d him to Preach only on the
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments;
and only to such as had no Preaching; but could not
have Liberty. The Bishop told him that he would take
care the People should be no Loafers, but should be
taught as well as they were by him: And for a while
he procur’d the man acceptable Persons he could get to
keep up the Lecture, till the smalness of the Audiory
furnish’d  him with an Excuse for putting it down.
One day Bishop Morley took the Pains to preach to
them himself; and vehemently invey’d against the Peo-
ple as Presbyterians, and against Mr. Baxter their Mi-
nister, but with little Acceptation or Success. A while
after the Dean, Dr. Warmestry did the like, and spent
three Hours upon the People to cure them of their
Admiration of Mr. Baxter, and within a Month, he
repeated his Invective, taking a great deal of Pains to
perswade them that they were Presbyterians and Schis-
matical, and led to it by overvaluing Mr. Baxter. Their
Lectures ran much in the same Strain generally, which
instead of winning upon the People drove them from
the Lecture, and then they accus’d them as deserting it,
and so put it down. For their Stated Preacher the Bi-
shop set up one of the best parts he could get, but he
was quickly weary, and went away; then he put in
one that had been a Schoolmaster in the Neighbour-
hood, who died in a little time. Then he put in a
Young Man, who sought to win upon the People by
kind and gentle Usage, and applauding Mr. Baxter.
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The People were glad of one that had some Charity:
And vyet were not either by roughness or gentleness, to
be won upon to the Love of Prelacy.

Adbvice to his People, when be left them; and Carriage towards them
afterwards.

When he parted from his dear Flock, which was not
without mutual Grief and Tears, he left Mr. Baldwin
to live privately amonst them, and over-see them in
his Stead, and visit them from House to House; ad-
vising them notwithstanding all the Injuries they had
receiv’d, and all the Failings of the Ministers that
preach’d to them, and the Defects of the Establish’d Way
on Worship, that yet they should keep to the Publick
Assemblies, and make Use of such helps as they might
have there, together with what Help they had in Pri-

vate:
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vate: And only in three Cases to Absent themselves.
When the Minister was one that was utterly insuffi-
cient, as not being able to teach them the Articles of
the Faith, and Essentials of true Religion (such as
Alas they had known to their Sorrow:) Or when the
Minister Preach’d any Heresy, or Doctrine which was
contrary to any Article of the Faith, or Necessary Part
of Godliness: Or when in the Application he set him-
self against the ends of his Office, to make a Holy
Life seem Odious, and to keep Men from it, and to pro-
mote the Interest of Satan. Yet not to take every
bitter Reflection upon themselves or others, occasion’d
by Difference of Opinion or Interest to be a suffi-
cient Cause to say that the Minister Preach’d against
Godliness or to  withdraw  themselves. He  therefore
remov’d his Dwelling from among them, because they
themselves  apprehended  that  his  stay  with  them,
would have been much to their Damage, thro’ the Bit-
terness of his Adversaries. And when he was gone
from them, he did not so much as write a Letter to
them, except once a Year, least it should be the Oc-
casion of their Suffering. For had they but receivid a
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Letter from  him, any  displeasing thing

they  did,

would have been Imputed to that. For Instance, when

the Act came out requiring all that had any Place of

Trust in Citys, Corporations or Countrys,
put out, unless they declar’d that they held,

should be
That there

is no Obligation lying upon them, or any other Person, from

the Oath call’d the Solemn League and Covenant,
and Justice, and thirteen Capital DBurgesses

Burgesses also were turn’d out, tho’ very few

had  taken the Covenant  themselves. It
that  Mr. Baxter ~ had  perswaded  them

this. Declaration, till it was manifest that he

the Bailiff
of  Keder-
minster, except one that had been an Officer
King’s Army, and most of the Twenty five

in the
Inferiour
of them

was said,
to refuse

had ne-

ver spoke a Word to them about it, nor then written
a Line to them of a long time. But such Things as

these were what poor Mr. Baxter was us’d
thing more common than for him to have

to. No-

scandalous

Reports spread abroad concerning him. Of which this
Instance among others was remarkable; that just at the

time that the Bishop was silencing him, ’twas reported
at London, that he was in the North in the Head of a

Rebellion!
300
Rebellion! and at Kederminster he was accus’d, because

there was a Meeting of several Ministers at

his House,

which  had been Customary for several Years. While
they were at Dinner it fell out, that by Publick Order
the Covenant was to be burnt in the Market-Place,
and it was done under his Window. The Atten-

dance was so small, that they knew not of it

ward’s. And vyet because he had Preach’d the

till after-
Morning

before, (which was his last Sermon among them) upon

Christ’s Words upon the Cross, Father forgive

they know mnot what they do: He was accus’d of
heinous Crime, as haveing Preach’d against the
of the Covenant. Altho’ he meddled not with it,

deed knew of it till afterwards.

them,  for
it as an
burning
nor in-
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How they were affected, after their Sufferings for Nonconformity.

When Mr. Baxter afterwards Publish’d his Book call’d
the Cure of Church Divisions, even his Old Kederminster
Flock began to Censure him. For it having long been
the Aim of those who Preach’d among them to make
them think him a Deceiver, they grew more and more
alienated from the Prelates and their Adherents. Con-
tinuing to repeat Sermons together in their Houses,
many of them  were laid long in Jails. among
Thieves and common Malefactors, which much encreas’d
their Exasperation. They continu’d their Meetings
whilst their Goods were seiz’d on, and they were Fin'd
and Punish’d again and again. And they that fell out with
the Bishops for casting out Mr. Baxfer, and speaking ill
of him, were some of them very Angry with him, and
forward to Censure him, for strengthning the hands of
Persecutors as they call’d it, by perswading them of the
Lawfulness of Communicating in their Parish  Church,
with a Conformable Minister in the Liturgy. Notwith-
standing which he continu’d the same care of them as
before, and was as concern’d for their Welfare as ever.
At length their OIld reading Vicar dy’d, about the Day
of the Date of the Act against Conventiles. Sir Ralph
Clare his chief Friend dy’d a little before him. And
now Mr. Baxter was in a Capacity of helping them to
a valuable wuseful Man, who should have made it his
business to promote serious Religion amongst them.
For the OIld Patron Collonel John Bridges, had sold the
Patronage of the Living to Mr. Thomas Foley, with this
Condition, that he should present Mr. Baxter next, if he
were capable of it; and if not, that he should present

no

301
no other but by his Consent; to which Mr. Foley readily
agreed. So that he had now a fair Opportunity of
helping them to a Man to their Hearts Desire, which
was his real Intention and Endeavour. Many tho’t he
would now have Conform’d himself; there being a Va-
cancy in that Place, where he had offer’d to Preach as
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a Curate, when he refus’d a Bishoprick: Many of the Bi-
shops believ’d he would now have come into the
Church:  Particularly  Arch-Bishop  Stern  of  York, spake
thus to a Minister: Take it on my Word, Mr. Bax-
ter doth Conform, and is gone to his Beloved Kedder-
minster: But he had no such tho’ts, and aim’d only at
helping into that Place, one who might be sincerely
bent wupon promoting the Good of Souls, which he
found a matter of greater Difficulty than he could be-
fore-hand have apprehended it. For the Religious Peo-
ple (who were the main Body of the Town and Pa-
rish) refus’d to have any hand in bringing in another
Minister into the Church, least they should seem to
Consent to his Conformity, or be oblig’d to own him
in his Office. They were not by all the Means that
could be us’d with them, prevail’ld upon at all to con-
cur in the matter. Whereupon Mr. Baxter also refus’d
to meddle in the choice: The rather because if he
had, some of his Enemies would in all probability have
been forward eno’ to say, that he contracted for some
Reserve to himself. And withal, he knew that Mr. Fo-
ley the Patron (who was a Sincere, Religious Man)
would make the best choice for, them he could. This
Mr. Thomas Foley, was indeed a great. Blessing to that
Town and Countrey. He was rais’d from very small
Matters, to an Estate of above soool. per Annum by
Iron-Works:  And  that with so just and  blameless
Dealing, that all Men he had to do with, magnify’d
his  great Integrity. Having the Patronage of several
Livings belonging to the Lands he purchas’d, he made
it his. Business, to fill them as they became vacant with
Worthy,  Useful Ministers. And in  Thankfulness to
God for his Mercies to him, he built a well Founded
Hospital near, Stourbridge, to teach poor Children to
Read and Write, and then set them Apprentices: And
endow’d it with about sool. per Annum. How hap-
py would this Land be were so Good and Pious a Use
of great Prosperity, a Common Thing! This worthy

Gentleman
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Gentleman was many ways exceeding helpful to the
Town of Kederminster:  And particularly upon the Va-
cancy fore-mention’d, he put in a valuable Man to be
their =~ Minister; of whom they themselves gave this
Account; that he was an honest Man, and a good
Preacher, declaring they had rather have him than ano-
ther. When he was fix’d among them, Mr. Baxter wrote
a Letter to them to join with him in Prayers and Sacra-
ment. But their Sufferings had so far alienated them
from the Church Party, that they would not yield that
this Letter should be so much as read among them.

Myr. Baxter’s Publicks Labour in the City, till he was Silenc’d.
As for Mr. Baxter, when be had Preach’d wup and
down in London in several Places, occasionally for about
a Year, he at length fix’d with Dr. Bates at St. Dunstan’s
in the West in Fleet-street; and Preach’d once a Week,
as  Lecturer, having an Allowance from the Parish for
his  Pains. Seeing which way Things were going, he
for his better Security, apply’d himself to Bishop Shel-
don, for his License to Preach in his Diocess, Some
were offended at his taking this Step; but he went to
him as the Kings Officer. The Bishop receiv’d him
with abundance of Respect But offer’d him the Book
to subscribe in. He pleaded the Kings Declaration,
as  exempting from a  Necessity of subscribing. The
Bishop  bid him  therefore  write what he  would.
Whereupon he subscrib’d a Promise in Latin, not to
Preach against the Doctrine of the Church, or the Ce-
remonies, in his Diocess, as long as he us’d his License.
Upon which, he freely gave him his License, and would
let his Secretary take no Money of him. And vyet he
could scarce Preach a Sermon, but he was inform’d
from some Quarter or other, that he Preach’d Sedition,
and reflected on the Government: When he had nei-
ther a Tho’t nor Word of any such Tendency. But he
had a Crowded Congregation, and that was one Thing
that stirr’d up Envy. And one Day the Crowd drave
him from his Place of Preaching. For it fell out, that
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in the midst of a Sermon of his at St. Dunstan’s, a
little Lime and Dust (and perhaps a piece of Brick or
Two) fell down in the Steeple or Belfry near the Boys,
which put the whole Congregation into a sudden Me-
lancholy: It qas tho’t the Steeple and Church were fal-
ling, which put them all into so confused a haste to get
away, that indeed the Noise of the Feet in the Galle-

ries,

303

ries, sounded like the Fall of the Stones; so that
the People Crowded out of Doors tumultuously. The
Women left some of them a Scarf, and some a Shoe
behind them; and some in the Galleries cast them-
selves down upon those below, because they could
not get down the Stairs. He sat still in the Pulpit
all  the while, seeing and pittying their wvain Distem-
per, and as soon as he could be heard, he intreat-
ed their Silence, and went on.*

The People were no sooner quieted

and got in again, and the Auditory

compos’d, than some that flood up-

on a Wainscoat Bench near the

Communion Table, brake the

Bench with their Weight, so that

the Noise renew’d the Fear again,

and they were worse disorder’d than

before. So that one Old Woman was

heard at the Church Door asking

Forgiveness of God, for not taking

the first Warning; and promising

if God would deliver her this once,

she would take heed of coming

thither again. When they were

again quieted, he went on. But

the Church being Old and Dange-

rous, the Church-Wardens deter-

min’d to repair it; and so he was

forc’d to Preach out his Quarter at St. Brides Church,
where the Common Prayer was us’d by the Curate
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before  Sermon. On the Week Days Mr.  Ashhurst
with about Twenty more Citizens desir'd him to preach
a Lecture in Milk-Street, for which they allow’d him
4o0l.  per Annum, which he continu’d near a Year.
And at the same Time he Preach’d once every Lord’s
Day, at Black Fryar’s, where he would take nothing
for his him, for fear of rendring the Parishioners
less able or ready to  help their Worthy Minister
Mr. Gibbons.

The Last Sermon he Preach’d in Publick was at
Black-Fryars, on May the 2s5th 1662. For which he
was  Accus’d, as telling the People, that the Gospel
was now departing from them. And he was told by
the Lady Balcarres, that the Old Queen of Bohemia was

* Dr. Bates in his Funeral Sermon for Mr. Baxter, represents it as a signal Instance of his_firm Faith
in the Divine Providence and his Fortitude (as indeed it was) that after the Hurry upon this Occasion
was over, he reassum’d his Discourse, with this remarkable Passage, to compose the Minds of the People:
We are in the Service of God, to prepare our selves, that we may be fearless at the great Noise
of the dissolving World, when the Heavens shall pass away, and the Elements melt in fervent
Heat; the Earth also and the Works therein shall be burnt up, &c.

much
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much offended, that he should say the Gospel was going
away, because some, Ministers were silenc’d, and others
put into their Places. Whereas there was not the least
Colour of Ground for such an Accusation, from any
Thing he said. Thus he ceas’d from his Publick Mini-
stry Three Months before Bartholomew Day, the Time
when the rest of his Brethren were silenc’d; which
was a Thing for which many censur’d him. But he for-
bore Preaching so soon, partly because the Lawyers did
interpret a doubtful Clause in the Act of Uniformity,
as putting an End to the Liberty of the Lecturers at
that Time; and partly because he would let all the
Ministers in the Nation understand in Time, what his
Intentions were, least any might be influenced to a
Compliance, wupon a Supposition that he intended to
Conform
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CHAP. XII.

An. 1662.
His own and his Brethrens Treatment after their Ejection,
till the Indulgence in 1671/2.

§ The Case of the Nonconformists after Bartholomew Day.
T E Ejected Ministers, continu’d for Ten Years
in a State of Silence and Obscurity.* It was
their great Aim and Endeavour to be found in
the way of their Duty to God and the King; but they

*  There had been many Writings publish’d Pro and Con, from the Time
of the Restoration, and they were continu’d in 1661, and 1662. Bishop Gau-
den wrote for the Necessity of a Liturgy. Another wrote a sober and tempe-
rate Discourse concerning the Interest of Words in Prayer, the just Antiquity and
Pedegree of Liturgies, or Forms of Prayer in churches, with a View of the
State of the Church when they were first composed and imposed; together with
a Discovery of the Weakness of the Grounds upon which they first brought in;
or upon which Bishop Gauden hath lately discoursed the Necessity of a Liturgy,
&c. Lond. 1661. Qu. There was also publish’d a short, sober and pacifick
Examination of some Exuberances in, and Ceremonial Appurtenances to the
Common  Prayer, by William Prinne, esq; The Liturgical Considerator
considered; or a brief View of Dr. Gauden’s Considerations touching the
Liturgy of the Church of England, by G.F. There was also a Controversy
warmly carried on, 1662, and 1663, between Mr. Zach. Crofton, and others,
concerning Communion with the Church under her present Corruptions; how far it
was lawful and warrantable, and how far not so. But these Debates affected
not those that had Power in their Hands, nor did they afford the Sufferers any
Relief.

Could

305
could not be suffer’'d to Live in Peace. Such was the
Policy of the Court, that they must either be crush’d
by their Fellow Protestants, to the strengthning of the
Romish Interest; or if favour’d with any Connivance,
they must have the Papists Partners with them, that
so the Protestant Interest might be that way weaken’d.
This was a great hardship that attended their Cir-
cumstances; but it was altogether their Unhappiness,
and very remote from being their Choice; and there-
fore no Matter of just Reflection.* The Act of Uni-
formity as has Dbeen said took Place, Aug. the 24th,
1662. On the 26th of December following, the King
Publish’d a  Declaration,  expressing  his  Purpose to
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grant some Indulgence or Liberty in
Religion, not excluding the Papists,
many of whom (he said) had deserv’d
so well of him. Some of the Noncon-
formists were hereupon much en-
courag’d, and waiting privately on
the King were fill’d with Hopes.
They would have perswaded their
Brethren to have thank’d the King
for his Declaration; but they re-
fus’d, least they should make Way
for the Toleration of the Papists.
The Declaration took not at all,
either with Parliamentt or Peo-
ple: And so the Poor Nonconfor-
mists were expos’d to great Severi-
ties. They who at the King’s
coming in were so much caress’d,
Pp2 were

T The House of Commons on Feb. 25. 1662/3. Voted against any such Indulgence, and pursuant
to their Vote, waited on his Majesty with their Humble Advice that no such Indulgence might be granted:
And in their Votes They gave their Reasons; but they were such as that very Parliament (as well as they
who succeeded it) when they came to discern the growth of Popery, found to have little Strength or
Substance in them, and therefore they afterwards saw good Reason to Vote the contrary.

* As far as the Act of Uniformity took Place, more Plots were hatch’d,
to keep up the same Spirit, as Yanington’s Plot first stirr’d up. Thomas
Tongue, George Philips, Francis Stubbs, James Hind, John Sallers, and
Nathaniel Gibbs, were tried for High Treason, and were condemn’d in De-
cember, 1662, and an Account of it publish’d, entituled, A Brief Narra-
tive of that Stupenduous Tragedy, late intended to be acted by the Sata-
nical Saints of there Reforming Times. But whoever reads their Trial,
will see Reason to conclude that the Court was very willing they should be
tho't Guilty, to inflame the Populace against such as did not fall in with the
Church of England, and serve some other Purposes which were then on foot.

X were
306
An. 1662.
were now treated with the wutmost Contempt. The

Silenc’d  Ministers were not only forbidden to preach
in Publick; but were so carefully watch’d in Private,
that they could not meet to Pray together, but it was
a  Seditious  Conventicle. Mr. Baxter and Dr.  Bates
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were desir'd to be at Mr. Beales in Hatton Garden, to
Pray for his sick Wife, who had a Feaver, and was at
the last Extremity. Thro’ some other necessary Occa-
sions they fail’d of being there, and if they had not,
they had been apprehended. For Two  Justices of
the Peace, Living far distant from each other, the one
at  Westminster and the other at Clerkenwell, came thither
with a Serjeant at Arms to seize them. They search’d
the House, and even the Sick Gentlewomans Cham-
ber, and were disappointed. But tho’ they escap’d,
many Holy and Excellent Ministers were quickly after were
laid in Goals in many Counties in the Land, for the hea-
vy Crime of Preaching and Praying. As Mr. Cook of
Chester, (the Sufferer for joining with Sir George Booth,
to make way for the Kings Restauration) Mr. Nor-
man  of  Bridgewater, Mr.  Allen  of  Taunton, and
Mr.  Bampfield, Mr. Ince, and  Mr. Sacheverill,  and
others in Dorsetshire, &c.

An. 1663.

In  June 1663,* The old Peaceable Arch-Bishop of
Canterbury  Dr.  Juxon Died, and Dr. Sheldon Bishop
of  London  succeeded him. And much about that
Time there was a fresh Discourse rais’d of Liberty
design’d for the silenc’d Ministers. They were blam’d
by many for not Petitioning the Parliament; tho’ they

* This Year 1663. was publish’d an Antidote
to cure the Calamites of their Trembling for fear of the Ark. by Dr. Wo-
mack; who th’t it worth his While to send into the World a labour’d Per-
formance, in Opposition to an Occasional Extemporary Sermon of my good Old
Grandfather’s  The World smil’d at it; but he had his End. His Dedica-
tion is Remarkable. It runs thus: To the Strenuous Impugners of Schism
and Rebellion; the ingeneous Assertors of the King’s Supremacy, Crown
and Dignity; the zealous Patrons of the Churches Hierarchy and Liturgy,
the vigorous Champions of Decency and Uniformity in God’s Publick Wor-
ship; the Honourable Representative of all the Commons of England now
in Parliament assembled, under the most Excellent and Auspicious Majesty
of Charles the Second, Lawrence Womack. D.D. Arch-Deacon of Suffolk,
dedicateth these his Occasional Meditations, in Justification of the present
Settlement of God’s Solemn Service in the Church of England, against the
Schismatical Fears and Jealousies, and the Solicitous Hints and Insinuations

had
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had Reason eno’ against it. Many Members of Parliament encou-
rag’d the Expectation of  either an Indulgence,
or a Comprehension. And it was thereupon warm-
ly debated, which of the Two would be more de-
sirecable.  Some  were for Petitioning for a  General
Indulgence,  thus arguing  with  their = Brethren:  You
are Blind, if you see wnot that the Act of Uniformity was
made so rigorous, and the weight of Conformity so much
encreas’d,  that so the Number of the Ejected Ministers’
might be so great, as to force them to be glad of a
General ~ Toleration, which might take in the Papists. And
if you think to stand it out, they will yet bring you to it
in despight of you. They will encrease your Burdens, and
lay you in Prisons, till you are glad to Petition for such a
Toleration. And stand it out as long as you can, you shall
be forc’d to  procure the Papists Liberty; and the Odium
of it shall not lie on the Bishops, but on you that are so
much against it. The Bishop shall speak against it, and they
will force you to beg For it who are against it. And if you
will not do it now, You do but stay till the Market rise,
and your Sufferings Be made greater, and you shall be glad
to do it at dearer Rates. To whom others replied,
that they would Suffer any Thing rather than promote
Popery.

of Mr. Edmund Calamy. The Author in Time had his Reward. He was made a Bishop, soon after
there came out a Book of another Nature called, Ichabod, or Five Groans of the Church, prudently
foreseeing, and passionately bewailing her Second Fall threat-
ned, by these Five Dangerous, tho’ undiscern’d Miscarriages that caus’d her
First, viz. 1. Undue Ordination. 2. Loose profaneness. 3. Unconscionable
Symony. 4.  Careless  Non-Residence. 5.  Encroaching  Pluralities. — Hum-
bly presented to her Supream Head and Governor, the King’s most Excellent
Majesty, and his Great Council the Parliament, &c. This Book tho’ high eno’
for the Hierarchy, and the Ceremonies, and the several Parts of Conformity,
was yet written with a wvery grave and serious Spirit, and warmly complains
of above Three Thousand Ministers admitted into the Church, who were unfit
to teach because of their Youth: and of One Thousand Five Hundred de-
bauch’d  Men Ordain’d:  And of many Unlearn’d Men Ordain’d:  And of
One Thousand Three Hundred Forty-two Factious Ministers a little before Or-
dain’d: It complains also (among other Things) that of Twelve Thousand
Church  Livings, or thereabouts, Three Thousand and more being impropriate,
and Four Thousand One Hundred Sixty-five being Sine-Cures or Non-Residents
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Livings, there was but a poor Remainder left for a Painful and an Honest
Ministry, for the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Souls. Mr. Cawdrey
also this Year wrote against Conformity, &c.

X2 Mr. Baxter

308

An. 1663.

Mr. Baxter was about this Time Consulted by a
Person of Honour concerning the Matter so much
Talk’d of: He press’d him to give him his Judgement,
whether the way of Indulgence or  Comprehension  was
more  desirable. He freely gave him his tho’ts to
this Purpose: That he was not for Comprehension with-
out  Indulgence; not for  Indulgence  without the En-
largement of the Act of Uniformity to a greater Com-
prehension; but for the Conjunction of both. He was
not for a Comprehension alone, because when they had
gone the farthest, many worthy Persons, whose Gifts
in the Church might be very wuseful, would be still
left out; and there would be much want when all
were employ’d; and the loss by their being utterly
Silenc’d  would redound to the Souls of many. He
was not for Indulgence alone, wunless the Law were
made  more  Comprehensive;  because  the  Impositions
and Restrictions of the Law were really wunaccount-
able;  because nothing can be more desirable than
the Strength and Unity of the Establish’d Body of
the Clergy; and Dbecause a bare Indulgence would Dbe
apt  to Occasion such Jealousies and Animosities, as
that it would not be long enjoy’d in Peace: And
therefore he declar’d, he was for a Comprehension of as
many fit Persons as might be taken in by Law, and then
a Power reserv’d to his Majesty, to indulge the Rem-
nant as far as might be conducible to the Peace and Be-
nefit of Church and State.

Of the Act against them, call’d the Conventicle Act.
But instead, of Indulgence or Comprehension, on the
Last Day at Jume, the Act against Private Meetings for
Religious Exercises pass’d the House of Commons, and
shortly after was made a Law. The Sum of it was,
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That every person above Sixteen Years who is present at any
Meeting under Colour or Pretence of any Exercise of Reli-
gion, in other Manner than is allow’d by the Liturgy, or Pra-
ctise of the Church of England, where there are Five Per-
sons more than that Houshold, shall for the First Offence,
by a Justice of Peace be Recorded, and sent to Goal Three
Months, till he Pay s 1. and for the second Offence Six
Months till he Pay 10 1 and the third Time being Con-
victed by a Jury, shall be Banish’d to some of the American
Plantations,excepting New-England or Virginia. It
was a great hardship that attended this Act, that so
much Power was given by it to Justices of the Peace, to

Record

309
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Record a Man an offendor without a Jury:* And if
they did it causlesly there was no Remedy, seeing every
Justice was made a Judge. Before the Danger and
Sufferings lay on the Ministers only, but now the Peo-
ple also were sorely try’d.

* Our new English Historian,
Vol. 3. p. 249, says, That this is a wrong Complaint, and a Reflection
upon many other of our wholesome Laws, which could never be executed,
if Evidence upon Oath before a Justice of Peace, could not make him so
far a Judge, as to pronounce the Penalty express’d in the Letter of the
Law, without the Formality of a Court and a Jury. It is sufficient (says
he) that the greater Offences, and the greater Penalties affecting Life, or
Liberty, or Estate, shall not be determin’d by any private Justices, but in
the more solemn Manner of Court, and Judge, and Prisoner, and Jury.
And so it was by this very Act accordingly provided, that no one should
be convicted of the Third Offence, which incurred Banishment, without
a regular, Trial by a Jury. And hereupon his Margin is decently grac’d
with the Mistakes of the Author of the Abridgment. But had the Author
ever had his Goods seiz’d and taken from him, so as not to have had so
much as a Bed left to lie on, (which was the Case of several of the eject-
ed Ministers) purely for acting according to his Conscience; and this upon
the Evidence of a scandalous Informer, and Villains hir'd by him to
swear what was for his coveted Gain, which Mr. Pierce honestly ob-
serves was the Case of the Nonconformists when this Act was executed
against them. (See his Third Plea for the Nonconformists, p. 75:) I can
hardly  suppose he would have applauded the Law for its Wholesomness,
or have reckon’d the charging this with being an Hardship, as any very great
Mistake.
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After this the Nonconformists were not a

vid’d among themselves, as to the Lawfulness

Expediency  of  Worshipping  God in  the

Churches, over and above their Private Meetings

kept up with great Secresie. Mr. Baxter,
Bates, and several others with them, were

quenting  the  Publick  Churches, when  better

were not to be had: And for resorting to
and then, tho’ they had their Choice, to
Charity.  They were for having their

Communion with those Assemblies, which
were manag’'d most agreeably to the Rule
of Worship; and yet for having Occasional

most

nion with others, as Members of the
Church, to show their Catholick Communion with
X3
310
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all the Body of Christ. But others were vehement

an entire Separation.*

* This Year
publish’d  Mr.  Allein’s Call to Archippus: Being an Humble

Motion to the Ejected Ministers by way of Letter, to take heed to their Mi-

nistry that they fulfil it.

At length Mr. Baxter finding his Publick

at an End, retires into the Country to Acton

in Middle-

sex, that he might have the more Leisure for
He fix’d there in the Month of July, where
low’d his Studies privately in Quietness, and went
ry Lord’s-Day to the Publick Assembly, when

was any Preaching and Catechizing; and spent

of the Day with his Family, and a few poor

bours that came in.
An. 1665.

The Plague.
In the time of the Plague, Anno 1665.
to Mr. Hampdens in  Buckinghamshire;  and
Mourning for that desolating Stroke, which
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about an Hundred Thousand Persons in the City of
London, besides a proportionable Number in other Parts
of the Land.
The Silenc’d Ministers had till this time preach’d
very privately, and but to a few, (not so much thro’
their timerousness, as in hope that their Forbearance
might at length procure them some Liberty.) But when
the Plague grew Hot, and the Ministers in the City
Churches fled, and left their Flocks in the Time of their
Extremity, several of the Nonconformists pitying the
dying and distressed People, that had none to call the
Impenitent to Repentance, nor to help them to prepare
for another World; nor to comfort them in their Ter-
rours; when about Ten Thousand dy’d in a Week:
were convinc’d that no Obedience to the Laws of any
Mortal Man whosoever, could justifie their neglecting
Mens Souls and Bodies in such Extremities, any more
than they can justifie Parents for famishing their Children
to Death. And thereupon they resolv’d to stay with
the People, enter the forsaken Pulpits, tho’ prohibited,
and give them what Assistance they could under, such an
awakening Providence, and also wvisit the Sick, and get
what relief they could for the Poor, especially such as
were shut up. The Persons that set wupon this Work,
were Mr. Thomas Vincent, Mr. Chester, Mr. Janeway,

Mr.
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Mr.  Turner, Mr. Grimes, Mr. Franklyn, and some o-
thers. Those often heard them one day, who were sick
the next, and quickly dy’d. The Face of Death did
so awaken Preachers and Hearers, that the former ex-
ceeded themselves in lively fervent Preaching; and the
latter heard with a  peculiar Ardour and Attention.
And thro’ the Blessing of God, many were converted
from their Carelessness, impenitence, and youthful Lusts
and Vanitys; and Religion took that hold on the Peo-
ples Hearts, as could never afterward be loosed.
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Of the Oxford Act.

And whilst God was consuming the People by this
Judgment, and the Nonconformists were  Labouring
to save Men’s Souls, the Parliament which sate at Ox-
ford, was busie in making an Act of Confinement, to
make the Case of the Silenc’d Ministers, incomparably
harder, than it was before, by putting upon them a cer-
tain Oath, which if they refus’d, they must not come,
(unless upon the Road) within five Miles of any City or
Corporation, any place that sent Burgesses to Parliament,
any place where they had been Ministers, or had preach’d
after the Act of Oblivion. The main Promoters of
this Act among the Clergy, were Arch-Bishop Sheldon,
and Bishop Ward of Salisbury: And tho’ the Earl of
Southampton  Lord  Treasurer (who was one that had
ever adher’d to the King but understood the Interest
of his Country, and of Humanity) vehemently oppos’d it,
yet the Lord Chancellor and his Party carry’d it.T
When this Act came out, those Ministers that had any

T In the Letter Sfrom a Person of
Quality to his Friend in the Country, in the Second Volume of the State Tracts
of King Charles’s Reign, this Matter is thus express’d. This was strongly
opposed by the Lord Treasurer Southampton, Lord Wharton, Lord Ashley,
and others; not only in the Concern of those poor Ministers that were so se-
verely handled, but as it was in itself a most unlawful and unjustifiable
Oath; however the Zeal of that Time against all Nonconformists easily
Passed the Act, pag. 42. See also Conformists Second Plea for the Non-
conformists, pag. 20, 21. That in a Time both of War and of a Plague, such an
Act as the Five Mile Act should have past, will amaze all that do not know
the Secret of that Time: Says Bishop Burnet, in his Speech in the House of
Lords, about the Occasional Bill, in 1703. And in another Speech of his,
in the House of Lords, on March 16. 1709/10. upon Occasion of the Articles
against Dr. Sacheverel, he has these Words: To the Word Commission’d by
the King, some moved that the Word Lawfully might be added, to make
all plain. This was pressed in the House of Commons by Vaughan, after-

X 4 Main-

312
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Maintenance of their own, found out some Dwellings
in obscure Villages, or in sone few Market-Towns
that were not Corporations: And some that had no-
thing, left their Wives and Children, and hid them-
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selves abroad, and sometimes came secretly to them by
night, But the most, resolv’d hereupon to preach the
more freely in Cities and Corporations till they went
to Prison. Partly bccause they were then in the Way
of their Calling, in which they could suffer with the
greater  Peace and  partly  because they might do
some good before they suffer’d; and partly because
the People much desir’'d 1it, and also were readier to
relieve such as Labour’d among them, than such as
did  nothing but hid themselves: and partly because
when they lay in Prison for Preaching the Gospel,
both they and their Wives and Children, were like to
find more Pity and Relief, than if they should forsake
their People, and their Work. Seeing therefore the

ward Lord Chief-Justice of the Common-Pleas, The Attorney General, afterward Lord
Chancellor Nottingham, answer’d, That was not necessary for the Word Commission imported
it; since
if it was not lawfully issued out, to lawful Persons, and for a law-
ful Reason it was no Commission; and the whole House assented to
this:  Yet in the House of Lords the same Word Lawfully was
press’d to be added by the Earl of Southampton, who was answered
by the Earl of Anglesey, to the same Purpose with what had been said
in the House of Commons. He indeed insisted to have the Word
added, because it would clear all Difficulties with many, who not hav-
ing heard of the Sense given in both Houses, might fancy that any Sort
of Commission being granted it would not be lawful to resist it. He did
not prevail; for it was said, That his Explanation being the Sense of
both Houses, it would be soon spread and known over the Nation.
And yet our Late English Historian, Part 3: p. 259: says, That the Mat-
ters of Fact here delivered, are very much to be question’d. I vreally
think not, after this Elucidation of my Lord of Sarum’s, which shews us,
what  Grounds my Lord Keeper Bridgman had to proceed upon. He adds,
That there hardly appears to be any Distinction in a private Person’s Law-
fully or Unlawfully endeavouring any Alteration of the Government in
Church or State, since whoever endeavour’s it, will he sure to think it Lawful
so to endeavour. Notwithstanding which there still remains as great a Diffe-
rence  between them, as between Right and Wrong, Good and Evil, Just
and Unjust. And he intimates, that there ought rather to have been a Di-
stinction at the round Expression of not taking up Arms against those Com-
missionated by the King, in pursuance of such Commission: And he
says, they might rather have desir’d to have it thus explain’d or under-
stood; those that are Legally Commissionated, in a Legal Pursuance of
such  Commission. But [ don’t see why both Explications were not, very
desireable.

Question

313
An. 1665.
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Question came to this, whether Beggary, and Famine to
themselves and  Family, with the deserting of their
Calling, and the People Souls, was to be chosen, or the
faithful Performance of their Work, with a Prison after,
and the Peoples Compassion? They tho’t the latter far
more  Eligible. And yet when they had so chosen,
their Straits were great. For the Country was to Im-
poverish’d,  that those who were willing to relieve
of them, had generally no great Ability. And yet God
did mercifully provide some Supplies for them; so that
none of them perish’d for want, or were Expos’d to
sordid Beggary: But some few were Tempted against their
former Judgments to Conform; the Oath impos’d upon
them was this. ‘I A. B. do swear, that it is not Law-
‘ful, upon any Pretence whatsoever, to take Arms against
‘the King: And that I do abhorr the Traiterous Position
‘of taking Arms by his Authority against his Person, or
‘against those that are Commissionated by him, in pur-
‘suance of such Commission: And that I will not at
‘any time endeavour any Alteration of the Govern-
‘ment, either in Church or State.” This Oath, fur-
nish’d  with matter of endless Debates. But the Non-
conformists being in the Act which impos’d it, charg’d
with  Seditious Doctrines and Heinous Crimes, many
were much concern’d. And hereupon they endeavour’d
to find out a Sense in which the Oath might be taken
safely, to prevent their Passing under that Brand to Po-
sterity. Dr. Bates consulted the

Lord Keeper Bridgeman who pro-

fess’d a great Respect for him, a-

bout his taking it, in a sound Sense.

He to satisfie him, promis’d to be

at the next Sessions, and there on

the Bench to declare openly, that

by Endeavour in the Oath to change

Church Government, was meant

only Unlawful Endeavour. Upon

which Declaration, he and sundry

other Nonconformists, to the num-
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ber of Twenty, took it at the Sessi-
ons, to avoid the Imputation of
Seditious Doctrine.T

T In the Year 1665, Orders were sent from the Archbishop of Canterbury to the several Bishops of
his Province, whom several Heads, of which this was one; that they should make a return of the Names
of all Ejected Nonconformist Ministers, with their Place of Abode, and manner of Life. It bore date on
July 7th, this Year. And our late Historian, Vol. 3. p. 259. tells us, that the Returns of the several
Bishops hereupon, are still preserv’d in the Lambeth Library.

After
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After the ceasing of the Plague, Mr. Baxfer return’d
to Acton on March, 1. 65/66. and found the Church-Yard
like a Plow’d Field with Graves, and many of his
Neighbours Dead, but his own House wuninfected, and
his Family that he left there safe. The number of Mi-
nisters that were Imprison’d, fin’d, or otherwise Afflict-
ed for Preaching Christ’s Gospel, all this time was very
great.

The Fire of London.

September 2. 1666, began that dreadful Fire, where-
by the best and one of the finest Citys in the World,
was turn’d into Ashes and Ruins in three Days Space.
The Season had been exceeding dry before, and the
Wind in the East, where the Fire began. The People
having none to conduct them aright, could do nothing
to resist it, but stood and saw their Houses burnt with-
out Remedy, the Engines being prefectty out of order
and wuseless. The Streets were crowded with People and
Carts, to carry away what Goods they could get, and
they that were most Active, and befriended got Carts,
and sav’d much: While the rest lost almost all they had.
The loss in House and Goods could scarce be valu’d.
Among the rest, the loss of Books was a very
great detriment to the Interest of Piety and Learning.
Most of the Booksellers in St. Pauls Church-Yard, car-
ried their Books into the Vaults under that Cathedral,
where it was tho’t almost impossible for the Fire to
come. But the Church taking Fire, the weighty Stones
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falling down broke into the Vaults, and let in the Fire,
and there was no coming near to save the Books. The
Library also of Sion Colledge was burnt, and most of
the Librarys of the Ministers, both Conformists and
Nonconformists. At last some Sea-men taught them to
blow wup somes of the next Houses with Gun-Powder,
which stopt the Fire, and in same places it stopt as won-
derfully as it had proceeded, without any known Cause.
It stopt at Holborn Bridge, and near St. Dunstans Church
in  Fleet-Street, and at  Sepulchre’s Church  when the
Church  was burnt, and at  Christ-Church, when the
Church was burnt, and near Alderagate, and Cripplegate,
and other places at the Wall; and in Austin-Fryars, the
Dutch Church stopt it and escap’d: it stopt in Bishops-
gate-Street, and Leadenhal-Street, and Fenchurch-Street,
in the midst of the Streets, and short of the Tower:
And all Southwark escap’d. This was a sight that might

have
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have given any Man a lively Sense of theVanity of
this World, and all the Wealth and Glory of it, and
of the future Conflagration of the World. To see
the Flames mount up towards Heaven, and proceed so
furiously  without restraint: to see the Streets fill’d
with People astonish’d, that had scarce sense left them
to Lament their own Calamity. To see the Fields
fill’d  with  heaps of Goods, and Sumptuous Buildings,
Curious  rooms, Costly furniture and  Houshold-stuff,
year  Ware-houses and Furnish’d Shops and  Librarys,
&e. all on a Flame, while none durst come near to
recieve any thing. To see the the King and Nobles ride
about  the  Streets, beholding all these  Desolations,
while none could afford the least relief. To see the
Air as far as could be beheld, so filI’'d with Smoak
that the Sun Shin’d thro’ it with a colour like Blood,
&c. But  the dolefullest sight of all was afterwards,
to see what a ruinous confus’d place the City was, by
Chimneys and Steeples only standing in the midst of
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Cellars and heaps of Rubbish; so that it was hard to
know where the Streets had been, and dangerous of a
long time to pass thro’ the Ruins, because of Vaults
and Fire in them.

The Publick Meetings of the Nonconformists.

This unhappy Fire, made the Way of the Nonconfor-
mists yet the plainer to them. For the Churches being
Burnt, and the Parish Ministers gone, for want of Pla-
ces and Maintenance, the People, Necessity became un-
questionable, for they had no Places now to Worship
God in, saving a few Churches that were left standing,
which  would not hold any considerable Part of them.
Whereupon the  Nonconformists open’d Publick Meeting-
Houses, and were very full. And as Circumstances
then stood, to have forbid the People to hear them, had
been in Effect to forbid them all Publick Worship of
God, and require them to live like Atheists.

But that they might discover their Charity to those
from whom they differ’d, a considerable Number of
the Ejected Ministers in the City, met together soon
after the Fire, to consider whether they ought not to
join sometimes with the Parish Churches in the Sacrament;
and whether their total forbearing it might not tempt
those of the Establisht Church to believe that they took
their Communion for Unlawful. It was generally a-
greed that such Communion was Lawful and Meet,
when it would not do more harm than good.

In
316
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In the Year 1667. the Lord
Chancellour Hide was Impeach’d and
Discarded: And it seem’d a remark-
able Providence of God, that he
who had been the Grand Instrument
of  State in the foregoing Transacti-
ons, and had dealt so  severely  with
the Nonconformists, should at length

by his own Friends be Cast out and
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Banish’d, while those whom he had

Persecuted were the most Moderate
in his Cause, and many for him.
The Duke or Buckingham succeeded
him as Chief  Favourite. He was a
Man for Liberty.* Under him,
the Nonconformists in London were

conniv’d at, and People went openly to their Meetings
without Fear. This encourag’d the Countrey Ministers,
who did the like in most parts of England, and Crowds of
the most Religiously enclin’d People were their Auditors.T

* The King in a Speech to both Houses of Parliament, on Feb 10. this Year, thus express’d
himself. One thing more I hold my self oblig’d to recommend unto you at this present, which is, That,
you would seriously think of some Course to beget a better Union and Composure, in the Minds of my
Protestant Subjects in matters of Religion, whereby he may he induc’d not only to submit quietly to the
Government, but also chearfully give their Assistance to the Support of it.

In 1667. There were many Pamphlets
publish’d about Toleration and Indulgence. As, Indulgence and Toleration,
consider’d in a Letter to a Person of Honour. Qu. A Peace Offering in an
Apology and humble Plea for Indulgence and liberty of Conscience, by sundry
Protestants differing in some Things from the Present Establishment about the
Worship of God. Mr. Corbet publish’d a Discourse concerning the Religion of
England; and the Settlement of Reformed Christianity in its due Latitude:
In Two Parts. To which an Answer was Published, call’d Dolus an Virtus.
A Proposition for the Safety and Happiness of the King and Kingdom. The In-
conveniencies of Toleration. Or an Answer to a late Book, Intituled a Propo-
sition made to the King and Parliament, for the Safety and Happiness of the
King and Kingdom. Qu. A Defence of the Proposition. Or some Reasons rendred
why the Nonconformist Minister who comes to his Parish Church and Common Prayer,
cannot ‘yet yield to other Things that are injoyn’d, without some Moderation, &c.

f Our Late Historian, Part 3. p. 271, says, it should be added to the
foot of this Account, that it could be no great Credit to the Dissenting
Party, to have had the Earl of Clarendon their Opposer, and the Duke of Buck-
ingham their Promoter. The first opposing them upon no worse Principle
than a Zeal to the Establish’d Church, as the most effectual Bulwark against
Popery, and the other appearing in their Interest upon no better Account
than a strong Affection to the Universal Liberty of Opinion and Practice.
But I should think if such Considerations as these are here bro’t in, the Church
will have no great Cause to boast, who was help’d to her strongest Laws against
the Poor Nonconformists, by those who (it appear’d plainly afterwards) were
carrying on a Popish Interest: And yet when they suffer’d under those Law’s,

they
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A Treaty with the Lord Keeper Bridgeman, for a Comprehension.

In January 1668, Mr. Baxter received a Letter from
Dr. Manton, intimating that he was told by Sir John
Barber, that the Lord Keeper Bridgeman desir’'d to Con-
fer with them Two, about a Comprehension and Tolerati-
on. Hereupon he came to London; and they Two waited
on the Lord Keeper; who told them that he had sent
for them, to think of away of their Restauration: To
which end he had some Proposals to offer to them,
which were for a Comprehension for the Presbyterians, and
an  Indulgence for the Independents, and the rest. They
ask’d him, whether it was his Pleasure, that they should
offer him their Opinion of the Means, or only receive
what he offer’d to them. He Reply’d, that he had
something to offer, but they might also make their own
Proposals. Mr. Baxter told him, he tho’t they might
be able to offer him such Terms (without injuring any
one) as might take in both Presbyterians and Indepen-
dents, and all found Christians into the Publick Esta-
blish’d Ministry. He Answer’d, that that was a Thing
that he would not have, and so it was Agreed to go first
upon the Comprehension. A few Days after he sent his
Proposals. After this they met with Dr. Wilkins, and
Mr. Burton, to Confer about the Matter.

The Lord Keepers, or Dr. Wilkin’s Proposals were these:

In Order to a Comprehension, it is humbly Offer’d.
“1. AT such Persons as in the late Times of Disorder
“have  been  Ordain’d by  Presbyters, shall be ad-
“mitted to the Exercise of the Ministerial — Function, by
“the Imposition of the Hands of the Bishop, with this or
“the like Form of Words: Take thou Authority to Preach

they were willing to accept Relief from any Hand; as knowing that what-
ever DPrinciple they might be of, that appear’d for them, there was too much of
an implacable Spirit in such as were against them. Nor can 1 see they can
justly be blam’d for rather choosing Lenity and Mildness from a Man of no
principle, than Fining, Imprisonment, Banishment, and Ruin, from one of strict
High Court Principles.

“the
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“the Word of God, and to Minister the Sacraments in
“any Congregation of the Church of England, where
“thou shalt be Lawfully appointed thereunto. An ex-
“pedient much of the Nature was Practic’d and Allow’d of,
“in  the Case of the Catharists and Meletians. Vid. 8th
“Canon Conc. Nic: And Synodical Epistle of the same
“to the  Churches of Egypt, Gelasius Cyzicenus, Hist.
“Con. Nic. Second Part.

“2. That all Persons to be admitted to any Ecclesiastical
“Function or Dignity, or the Employment of a Schoolmaster,
“(after the Oaths of Allegiance and  Supremacy) shall (in-
“stead of all former Subscriptions) be requir’d to  Subscribe
“this or the like Form of Words. I A. B. Do hereby
“Profess and Declare, that I do approve the Doctrines,
“Worship and Government Establish’d in the Church
“of England, as containing all Things mnecessary to Sal-
“vation; and that I will not endeavour by myself or
“any other, directly or indirectly, to bring in any
“Doctrine  contrary to that which 1is so  Established:
“And I do hereby Promise, that I will continue in
“the  Communion of the Church of England, and
“will not do anything to disturb the Peace thereof.

“3.  That the Gesture of Kneeling at the  Sacrament,
“and the wuse of the Cross in Baptism, and bowing at the
“Name of Jesus, may be left indifferent, or may be taken
“away, as shall be tho’t most expedient.

“4. That in Case it be thought fit to review and alter
“the Liturgy and Canons for the Satisfaction of Dissenters,
“that  then every Person to be admitted to Preach, shall,
“upon  his Institution, or Admission to Preach, upon some
“Lord’s  Day (within —a Time to be limitted)  publickly
“and  solemnly read the said Liturgy;, and openly declare
“his  Assent to the Lawfulness of the wuse of it, and shall
“Promise, that it shall be constantly wused at the Time and
“Place accustomed.

In Order to Indulgence of such Protestants as cannot be
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Comprehended under the Publick Establishment,

humbly Offered,

“1.  That such Protestants may have Liberty for

“Exercise of Religion in Publick, and at their own

113

ges to build or procure Places for their Publick
“either within or near Towns, as shall be tho’t most expedient.
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“2. That the Names of all such Persons who
“have  this  Liberty, be Registred, together —with
“gregations to which they belong, and the Names
“Teachers.

“3: That every one admitted to this Liberty;

“abled to bear any Publick Office; but shall Fine for

“of Burden.

“4. And that upon shewing a Certificate of their

“Listed among those who are indulg’d, they shall
“from such Legal Penalties, as are to be inflicted
“who do not frequent their Parish Churches.

“s.  And such  Persons so indulged shall not

“meeting in  Conventicles, be punish’d by  Confiscation

“Estates.
“6. Provided that they be obliged to pay all

“Duties to the Parish where they inhabit under Penalty.
“7. This Indulgence to continue for Three Years.

That the Liturgy may be alter’d by omitting, &,

“By using the Reading Psalms in the New Translation:

“By appointing some other Lessons out of the

“Scripture  instead  of  those taken out of the Apocrypha.

“By not enjoining  Godfathers and  Godmothers

“either of the Parents are vready to answer for the

“By omitting that Clause in the Prayer at Baptism,

“Spiritual ~ Regeneration. By changing that

“Wilt thou be Baptized, into wilt thou have this

“Baptized. By  omitting  those  Words in  the
“ving  after  Publick and  Private  Baptism,  to
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“rate, this Infant by thy Holy Spirit, and to receive
“him for thy Child by Adoption: And the first Ru-
“brick after Baptism, it is certain by God’s Word, &c.
“By changing these Words in the Exhortation after Bap-
“tism, Regenerate and Grafted into the Body, info re-
“ceived into the Church of Christ. By not requiring
“reiteration of any part of the Service about Baptism in
“Publick, when it is evident that the Child hath been
“lawfully ~ Baptiz’d in  Private. By  omitting  that  Clause
“in  the Collect after Imposition of Hands in Confirmation,
“after the Example of thy Holy Apostles, and to cer-
“tify them by this Sign, of thy Favour, and gracious
“Goodness towards them. And by changing  that  other
“passage in  the  Prayer before  Confirmation, who  hast
“vouchsafed to Regenerate, &. into who hast vouch-

“safed
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“safed to receive there thy Servants into thy Church
“by Baptism. By omitting that Clause in the Office of
“Matrimony, with my Body [ thee Worship: And that
“in  the Collect, who hast Consecrated, &c. By allowing
“Ministers some Liberty in the Visitation of the Sick, to
“use such other Prayers is they shall judge expedient. By
“changing that Clause in the Prayer at Burial, Forasmuch
“as it hath pleased Almighty God of his great Mercy
“to take unto himself, &c. into, Forasmuch as it hath
“pleased  Almighty God to take out of this World,
“the Soul, &c: And that Clause, in a sure and certain
“Hope, &c. into, in a full Assurance of the Resur-
“rection by our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. By omitting
“that  Clause, We give thee hearty Thanks for that
“it  hath pleased thee to deliver this our Brother out
“of the Miseries of this sinful World: And that other,
“as  our hope is this our Brother doth. By changing
“that  Clause in the Communion Service, our sinful Bo-
“dies may be made clean by his Body, &c. into, our
“sinful Souls and Bodies may be cleansed by his Pre-
“cious Body and Blood. By not injoining the Reading
“of the Commination. That the Liturgy may be abbrevi-
“ated as to the length of it, especially as to Morning Ser-
“vice, by omitting all the Responsal Prayers, from O
“Lord open thou our, &c. to the Litany: And the Li-
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“tany: and all the Prayers from, Son of God we beseech
“thee; &c¢;  to, We humbly beseech thee, O Father,
“&c. By mot enjoyning the use of the Lord’s Prayer
“above  once, viz. immediately  after the  Absolution,  ex-
“cept after the Ministers Prayer before  Sermon. By using
“the  Gloria  Patria  only  once, viz. after the reading
“Psalms. By omitting the Venite Exultemus, unless it
“be tho’t fit to put any, or all of the first Seven among the
“Sentences at  the  beginning. By omitting the Commu-
“nion Service at such times as are not Communion Days;
“excepting the Ten Commandments, which may be read
“after the Creed: And enjoyning the Prayer, Lord have
“Mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts to keep these
“Laws only once at the end. By omitting the Collects,
“Epistles  and  Gospels, except only on  particular Holi-
“days. By  inserting  the  Prayers  for  the  Parliament
into  the  Litany, immediately  after the Prayer for  the
“Royal Family, in this or the like Form: That it may
“please thee to direct and prosper all the consultations

of
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“of the High Court of Parliament, to the advantage
“of thy Glory, the good of the Church, the Safety,
“Honour and Welfare of our Sovereign and his King-
“doms. By omitting the Two Hymns in the Consecration
“of  Bishops, and the Ordination of Priests. That after
“the  first  Question in  the  Catechism; What is  your
“Name? This may follow, When was this Name given
“you? And after that, what was promis’d for vyou in
“Baptism?  Answer;  Three  Things were promis’d for
“me, &c.  In the  Question  before  the  Commandment
“it  may be ilter’d; you said it was promis’d for you
“&c. To the Fourteenth Question, How many Sacraments
“hath  Christ Ordained? The Answer may be, Two on-
“ly, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Mr. Baxter and his Brethren mov’'d for other Things
to be added: And Dr. Wilkins profess’d himself willing
of more, but said that more would not pass with the
Parliament. The  Things desir'd to be added, were
such as these.



Calamy_1713_Text_v2_Calamy 1713 Volume 1 25 May 2011 23:02 Page 398

398 EDMUND CALAMY

That such as had been Ordain’d by Presbyters, and
were in this Way Admitted into the Establish’d Church,
might have leave to give in their Profession’s, that they
renounc’d not their former Ordinations, &c. That the
Subscription might be only to the Scriptures, and the
Doctrinal Articles of the Church, &c. That the Pow-
er of Bishops, Chancellors, and other Ecclesiastical Offi-
cers to suspend or silence might be more limited;
That there might be an explicit owning the Baptismal
Covenant insisted on in the Case of all admitted to full
Communion: That a  Conjunction of honest Neigh-
bours for private Religious Exercises might not be ta-
ken for Conventicles: And that such as deride or scorn
at Christianity or the Holy Scriptures, might be num-
bred with the scandalous Sinners mention’d in the Canons
and Rubrick, and not admitted to the Communion, &c.*

* In this Year, 1668, The Controversy of the last Year was continu’d. There was now publish’d a
Discourse of
Toleration, in Answer to the Discourse of the Religion of England. A
Letter to a Member of this present Parliament, for Liberty of Conscience.
The Toleration Intolerable: And in Answer to it, Liberty of Conscience the
Magistrates  Interest.  Vindicie  Cultis  Evangelici, Or the Perfection of
Christ’s Institutions and Ordinances about his Worship, Asserted and Vin-
dicated, from all Ecclesiastical or Humane Inventions, &c. But after all
the Discourse and Debates upon this Subject, there was a Proclamation this Year
publish’d, for inforcing the Laws against Conventicles; and a Vote pass’d in the
House of Commons for renewing the Act against them for Three Years.

Y After
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After a long Debate a Bill was drawn up by Judge
Hale, to be presented to the Parliament. But they no
sooner sate, than the High Church Party made such an

Interest, as that upon putting it to
the Vote, it was carry’d that no
Man  should bring an Act of this Na-
ture into the House;* and SO they
prevented all Talk or Motion of
such a Thing. And the Lord
Keeper who set it on Foot, grew
as  indifferent  about it as  any  one,



Calamy_1713_Text_v2_Calamy 1713 Volume 1 25 May 2011 23:02 Page 399

1713 EDITION VOLUME I 399

when  he saw  which  way the  Stream
was strongest.
In  September  this  year  Sir  John  Barber inform’d
Dr. Manton, that the King was inclin’d to favour the
Nonconformists, and that an  Address now would be
accepted:  And that it must be a thankful Acknow-
ledgement of the Clemency of his Majesty’s Govern-

ment, and the Liberty enjoy’d
under it, &e. Such an Address
was agreed on, and presented by

Dr. Manton, Dr. Bates, Dr. Jacomb,
and  Mr.  Ennis.  The King met them

in my Lord Arlington’s Lodgings,
receiv’d them graciously, and pro-
mis’d  to do his utmost to get them
comprehended within the Publick
Establishment. But after all, the
Talk of Liberty did but Occasion
the Writing many bitter Pamphlets
against Toleration.t And among

other Things this Year Publish’d,
there came out a Book call’d, A Friendly Debate be-
tween —a  Conformist and Nonconformist.f  The  Au-
thor of it, having met with weak Passages of some
Dissenting  Ministers, scrapes them together, for mat-

ter of Reproach: And having heard some crude

* Bishop Wilkins who was a Candid, Ingenuous, and open hearted Man, acquainting Bishop Ward
with the whole Matter, hoping to have prevail’d for his concurrence in it, he bestirr’d himself and all his
Friends, and made such a Party that nothing could be done in it.

T This Year Articles were sent down, into the Country to the Clergy with Private Orders to some,
to make the Conventiclers as few and inconsiderable as might be, the Eighth and Last Article was thus
worded; Whether do you think they might he easily suppress’d with the Assistance of the Civil Magistrate?
Conf. Plea for the Nonconf. Part 1. page 40.

I Sir Matthew Hale in his Judgment con-
cerning the Nature of True Religion, &c. Part 3; Having a Particular
Eye to this Book, thus expresses himself. I do remember when Ben. Johnson
made his play of the Alchymist, wherein he brings in Anartus in Derision of
the Persons then call’d Puritans, with many of their Phrases in use among
them, taken out of the Scriptures, with a Design to render that sort of
Persons ridiculous, and to gain Applause to his Wit and Fancy, tho’ the

and
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and unmeet Expressions dropp’d by Private Persons, he
brings them forth in a way of Dialogue, in which he
makes the Nonconformist speak as foolishly as he could
desire, and only such silly Things as he knew he could
easily shame. And thence he argues against Nonconfor-
mity, which is just as if a Man should go to prove the
Religion of  Christians or  Protestants  foolish, because
there are weak Persons to be found amongst them.
This Book was too much suited to the Humours of
those who not only bated the Nonconformists but were
despisers and deriders of serious Godliness; who were
thereby confirm’d in their Contempt and Scorn of
Religion in  General. This Year, wiz. 1669, Sir Wil-
liam Turner was Lord Mayor of London; who never di-
sturb’d  the Nonconforming Ministers, or troubled Men
for Religion: And their Liberty in London, did hearten
and encourage so many Preachers thro’ the Land, that
in all Probabilty many Souls were the better for it.

Persons reflected on were not in very good Esteem amongst the great Ones and Gallants, yet his Play
was dislik’d, and indeed abhorr’d, because it seem’d to reproach Religion it self, tho” intend’d only to
render
the Puritans ridiculous. That which was unseemly in a Poet, who made it his
Business to make Plays, was certainly more Fulsome and Unsavoury, in one who
was oblig’d by his profession, Prospicere honori Religionis Christiane, and
not to render it ridiculous and contemptible, by raillery and scurrilous Jesting.

The next Year came out a far more virulent Book,
call’d  Ecclesiastical ~ Policy, written by  Sam. Parker, who
was afterwards a Doctor and a Bishop. A Man of ex-
traordinary Parts, who was bred up among the more
zealous Party of the Enemies of Prelacy, and seeing
some Weaknesses among them, and being one of an
eager Spirit, was turn’d with the Times into the con-
trary  Extream. He  wrote the mot scornfully and
rashly, the most prophanely and cruelly against the
Nonconformists, of any Man that ever Assaulted them.
In a fluent, fervent, and ingenious Style of natural
Rhetorick, he pour’d out Floods of odious Reproaches.
He was first answer’d by Dr. Owen, and afterwards so
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bandied by the ingenious Mr. Andrew Marvel, that he
grew much Tamer.

Whilst Mr. Baxter liv’d at Acton, as long as the Act
against Conventicles was in Force, tho’ he Preach’d in
his Family, but few of the Town came to hear him:
Partly, because they tho’t it would endanger him, and

partly for fear of Suftering themselves. But when
the
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the Act was expir'd, there came so many, that he
wanted Room. For there came almost all the Town
and Parish, besides a great many from Brainford, and
the neighbouring Parishes. The Parson of the Parish
was Dr.  Rive, Dean of Windsor and  Wolverhampton,
Parson of Haselley and of Acton, and the Kings Chaplain
in  Ordinary. His Curate was a weak, dull, young
Man, that spent most of his Time in Ale-Houses, and
read a few dry Sentences to the People but once a Day:
And yet Dbecause he Preach’d sound Doctrine, and
there was no Dbetter at Hand, Mr. Baxter constantly
heard him when he Preach’d. They who heard him
before, wusually went with him to Church, there being
scarce Three that refus’d: And when he Preach’d after
the Publick Exercise, they went out of the Church
into his House. This the Parson could not bear the
fight of: And he was the more Offended, because he
came not to the Sacrament with him, tho’ he had some-
times done it a few here.

Myr. Baxter’s Imprisonment upon the Oxford Act.
At length the Parson thus got an Advantage against
him.  One  Brasgirdle an  Apothecary at  Wolverhampton
where he was Dean, wrote him Word that Mr. Reignolds
the Silenc’d Minister of that Place had in Conversati-
on told him, that the Nonconformists were not so con-
temptible either for Number or Quality as they were
represented; that most of the People were of their
Mind; that Cromwel tho’ an Usurper had kept up Eng-
land  against the Dutch, &c. And that he marvelled
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at  his Heat against Private Meetings, when
the Dean suffer’d them at the next Door.
Intelligence the Dean hastens to the King, as
some Treason to discover The King wupon

vating Matters, bid him go to the Bishop of London,

from him, and consult with him, about the

on of Mr. Baxter's Meeting. Two Justices were

for their Purpose; Ross, and Phillips: The

Scot, at Brainford, and the latter a Steward of the

Bishop of Canterbury. They sent a Warrant,
Constable to apprehend him, and bring him
ford. When he was bro’t before them, and
but themselves shut out of the Room; they

he was Convict of keeping Conventicles contrary
Law; and so they tender’d him the Oxford Oath.

told them, that he took not his Meeting to be contrary
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to Law; and that the Oxford Oath did not concern him;
nor could he apprehend they were impower’d by

Act to put it upon him, but they declaring
satisfy’d of what they did, and pressing the

started some  Difficulties about it, and desir’d

Explication, but in wvain. At length they

him to New-Prison Goal at Clerkenwell for Six Months,

without Bail or Mainprize. And thus he left

Inhabitants  whereof  were  greatly  exasperated
their Parson, for this Fact of his: And really he

hardly have done any Thing more to hinder
of his seldom Preaching there. For nothing
can have a worse Aspect, in anyone that bears

racter of an Ambassadour from the Prince of Peace,
his seeking to Molest and Disturb his Neighbours,
desire it is to live in Peace and Quietness, without

or stir.*

* In
this  Year (1670) was the Trial of Mr. William Penn, and

Mead, at the OIld Bailey. The Court treated him roughly. The
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given to the Jury, after the Prisoners were out of Court, which was
contrary to Law and Custom. Eight of the Jury at first agreed to bring them
in  Guilty, and Four Dissented. At length they brought them in Guilty of
speaking in Gracious Street. Upon which the Court threaten’d them, and
they were confin’d all Night, without Meat, Drink, Fire, or any other Accom-
odation. The Court being sat the next Morning, they gave the same Ver-
dict. hereupon they were threaten’d to be Fin’d, Starv’d, and Ruin’d. They
were  kept another Night, without any Accomodation as before: And at
length they wunanimously brought them in Not Guilty. For this Verdict they
were fin’d Fourty Marks a Man, and ordred to be Imprison’d till *twas paid.

In this his Imprisonment, Mr. Baxter was manifestly
hardly dealt with, for the Act against Conventicles was
expir’'d some Time before. He was never Convict of
a  Conventicle while that Law was in force. The Oxford
Act suppos’d Persons Convict of a Conventicle; and did
not enable any to Convict him without another Law:
And there was none but the Justices Man, who at all
witness’d concerning his Preaching, but such Things were
common in those Times. As he was going to Prison, he
callld on Serjeant Fountain, to consult with him; who
perusing his Mittimus, advis’d him to seek for an Habeas
Corpus. Many at Court mov’d for him: The Earl of
Orery, Earl of  Manchester, Lord Arlington, and Duke
of Buckingham, intimated to the King that his Impri-

Y 3 sonment
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He obtains a Habeas Corpus.
sonment was not for his Service. And Sir John Barber
came to him in Prison, to let him know that the King
in Discourse had signify’d to him, that he was not will-
ing to be seen to relax the Law, but that he would not
be offended if he sought his Remedy at Law. Accord-
ingly he resolv’d upon doing so. His Habeas Corpus was
demanded at the Common  Pleas, and Granted. The
Judges declar’d the Mittimus Invalid: because the Wit-
nesses were not Nam’d; which is a Matter of great
Moment. For if Persons may be Imprison’d by Justi-
ces upon such an Act as the Oxford Act, and the Wit-
nesses be unknown, any Innocent Person might be laid
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in Prison, and have no Remedy. Upon this he was
Discharg’d.  His  Imprisonment was indeed no  great
Suffering to him: For he had an Honest Goaler, who
shew’d him all the kindness he could, he had a large
Room; and the Liberty of a fair Garden; and the sight
of more Friends in a Day, than he had at home some-
times in half a Year: And when releas’d, he was very
much at a Loss. For he was not acquitted as to the main
Cause; the Mittimus might be easily amended, and he
Confin’d again. He knew not how to bring the main
Point to a Try’al, whether they had Power to impose
upon him the Oxford Oath; and his Counsellours advis’d
him to forbear, and not go to Question the Justices for
false Imprisonment, least he were Born down by Pow-
er. It was Reported he was enrich’d by his Imprison-
ment; but without Ground. For all the Presents that
he receiv’d, were these: 20 Broad Pieces from Sir
John  Bernard:  10l.  from  the Countess of  Exeter:
and sl. from Alderman Beard. More was offer’d him,
but he refus’d it, for this defray’d his Law and Prison
Charges. The same Justices as soon as they heard of
his Release, made a New Mittimus, to send him to
Newgate; but he kept out of their Reach. For his next
remove was to Totteridge near Barnet, where he was
forc’d to take up with a few mean Rooms for a Year.*

* Many writings were this

Year publish’d for and against a Toleration. Among the rest, Mr. (after-
wards  Dr.) William Ashton signaliz’d himself by a Discourse, call’d Tole-
ration disprov’d and Condemn’d: In  which he alledg’d it, the Au-
thority of King James and his Council, the Votes of Parliament in 1662, The
Presbyterian Ministers in 1645, and Twenty of the Assembly of Divines: &c.

At
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He Attempts an Agreement with the Independents.
At this Time, he was projecting an Agreement with
the Independents, for the strengthing of the Common
Interest. Dr. Owen in his Catechism had made two
considerable Collections, wviz. That the People, have not
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the Power of the Keys, and that they give not the Power
of the Keys, or their Office-Power to the Pastors. These
Concessions he tho’t very improbable, and therefore
he propos’d to him, that they Two should see how far
they could go towards an Accommodation, before the
Matter was Communicated to others. The Method he
offer’d was this: That they should first fix the Essentials
of Religion and Communion which are the Terms
that all Christians ought to agree in; and then endeavour
to find out the Means of bringing both sides to Consent
to Communion upon those Terms. He tho’t the most
likely Method would be the drawing up a Writing,
containing all the Points of Discipline, Great and Small,
which the Two Parties were really Agreed in, which
would make the few Things they differ’'d in seem so
Small, as not to be sufficient to hinder Communion.
He was for each of them to draw up a Draught, and
then consider the Matter together; but The Doctor
highly approving the Motion; desir'd him to undertake
it.  Whereupon he drew up a great many Theses, as
the Matter of their Common Concord. He complain’d
they were too many, and might be Abridg’d. Where-
upon he quickly carry’d him another Draught, of so ma-
ny of those Things which both Presbyterians and Inde-
pendents are Agreed in, as are necessary to their Practi-
cal Concord and Communion, with Respect to the
Things  wherein  they are, or seem  disagreed. The
Doctors  Objections  were  principally  Four:  That the
Particulars insisted on were too many for the first At-
tempt: That the Socinians would Agree to make the
Creed as Expounded in the first Four Councils the Test
of Orthodoxy; that some Expressions suited to prevent
Future Divisions and Separations, would seem to reflect
on former Actings: And that the insisting on the Pow-
er of the Magistrate, especially as under Civil Coercion
and Punishment, was not necessary in the first Attempt.
Mr. Baxter endeavour’d to Answer his Objections, and
desir’d his  Amendments; and some Letters past about
it, but in Time it was dropt, and came to nothing.
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New hardships put upon the poor Nonconformists.

In the Year 1670. The Act against  Conventicles
was renew’d, and made more severe than ever. Se-
veral New Clauses were put in: As that the Fault
of the Mittimus should wnot disable it; that all doubtful
Clauses in  the Act, should be interpreted as would most
Favour  the  Suppresion  of Conventicles; and  that  they
that ~ fled  or remov’d their Duelling into another County,
should be pursu’d by Execution, &c.* Dr. Manton, tho’
he had great Friends, and mighty Promises of Fa-

* The Compiler of the 3d. Vol.
of the Compleat History of England, here tells us, p. 281, That tho’ the
Wisdom of the Nation had very good Reasons to make a more Effectual
Law against Conventicles, yet ’tis certain the Dissenters had no great
Reason to complain of the rigorous Execution of it. It was a needful
Restraint and Awe, (he says) rather than an Actual Storm upon them.
But he that will consult the Ingenuous Mr. Pierce’s 2d Plaa for the Non-
conformists, p. 22, & 44, will be at a loss for the strength of those Reasons
which this Author speaks of; and will see good Reason to believe that Mr. P.
is in the vright, when he says, That this All was never intended for the
Good or growth of the Church; of England, or the Protestant Cause.
And  tho’ the Author foremention’d says that their was no Storm wupon the
Dissenters by this Act, yet if he had read the Accounts that were this Year
(1610) publish’d to the World from Bedfordshire, Sussex, and many other
Parts, as 1 have done; or would be yet exercise so much Self-denial as to
observe from County to County in the Memoirs 1 have Printed of the Ejected,
with what  severity this Act was Executed; (I'll refer him particularly  for
an Instance, but to what I have publish’d concerning Mr. Collins at Tallaton in
Devon,) I can hardly conceive how be could pitch upon any Essential or a Storm
that was wanting. But not dilating upon this, I shall here add a Letter that
was this Year sent by the Archbishop of Canterbury, fo the several Bishops of
his  Province, dated at Lambeth; May 7th. 1670, which that Author had seen
I suppose, which plainly portends a Storm approaching. It was in these Words.

“Right Reverend, and my very good Lord,
€¢Y T hath pleas’™d his Majesty and the Two Houses of Parliament, out
“of their pious Care for the Welfare of this Church and King-
dom, by making and publishing the late Act for the preventing and
suppressing Conventicles, to lay an hopeful way for the Peace and Set-
tlement of the Church, and the Uniformity of God’s Service in the
same. It becomes us the Bishop’s, (as more particularly sensible of the
good Providence of God) to endeavour as much as in us lies, the pro-
moting of so Blessed a Work; and therefore having well consider’d what
will be fit for me to do in my particular Diocese, I tho’t fit to recom-
mend the same Counsel and Method (which I intend God willing to
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pursue myself) to your Lordship, and the rest of my Brethren, the Bi-
shops of my Province, being thereunto encourag’d by his Majesty’s Ap-
probation, and express Direction in this Affair.

vour
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vour, was sent Prisoner to the Gate-House, for preach-
ing the Gospel in his own House, in the Parish when
he had formerly been Minister; and for not taking the
Oxford Oath, and yet coming within Five Miles of a

“In the first Place therefore I advise and require you
“that you call before you not only your Chancellors, Archdeacons, Com-
“missaries, Officials, Registers, and other the Ecclesiastical Officers, but
“that also by such Means, and at such Places as you shall judge most con-
“venient, you Assemble before you, and some grave and discreet Person
“or Persons, your Commissioner or Commissioners, the several Parsons.
“Vicars, and Curates of your Diocese and Jurisdiction, within their seve-
“ral Deanries; and that you impart to them respectively, as they shall
“come before you or your Commissioners, the Tenure of these my Let-
“ters, requiring them, and every of them, as well in mine, as in your
“own Name, That in their several Capacities and Stations, they all per-
“form their Duty towards God, the King and the Church, by an Exem-
“plary Conformity in their own Persons and Practice, to his Majesty’s
“Laws, and the Rules of the Church on this Behalf.

“l advife that you admoniOI and recommend to all and every of the
“Parsons, Vicars, Curates, within your Diocese and Jurisdiction, Strictness
“and Sobriety of Life and Conversation, checking and punishing such as
“transgress, and encouraging such as live orderly, that so they by their
“Vertuous and Religious Deportment, may shew themselves Patterns of
“good Living to the People under their Charge. And next, That you
“require of them, as they will answer the contrary, that in their own
“Persons in their Churches, they do decently and solemnly perform the
“Divine Service, by reading the Prayers of the Church, as they are ap-
“pointed and ordered in the Book of Common Prayer, without addi-
“tion too, or diminishing from the same, or varying either in Substance
“or Ceremony, from the Order or Method which by the said Book is
“set down; wherein I hear and am

“afraid too many do offend: And that

“in the Time of such their Officiating,

“they ever make Use of, and wear

“their Priestly Habit, the Surplice, and

“Hood; that so by their Due and Re-

“verend Performance of so Holy a

“Worship, they may give Honour to God, and by their Example in-
“struct the People of their Parishes, what they ought to teach them by
“their Doctrine.

“Having thus counselled the Ecclesiastical Judges, and Officers, and
“the Clergy of the Diocese in their own particular Duties, your Lord-
“ship is farther desir’d to recommend unto them, the Care of the People
“under their respective Jurisdictions and Charges, that in their several
“places they do their best to perswade and win all Nonconformists and
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“Dissenters to Obedience to his Majesty’s Laws, and Unity with the
* This deserves the Consideration of those Gentlemen who went into the Church, apprehending that
a_Judgement of Discretion was and would be left them, as to particular Forms and Ceremonies.

Corpo-

330
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Corporation.  And  he continu’d there Six  Months:
And all that Time the Meetings in London were di-
sturb’d by Bands of Soldiers, to the Terror of many,

“Church; and such as shall be refra-
“ctory, to endeavour to reduce by the Censures of the Church, or such
“other good Means as shall be most conducing thereunto: To which
“End I advice, That all and every of the said Ecclesiastical Judges and
“Officers, and every of the Clergy of your Diocese, and the Church-
“wardens of every Parish, by their respective Ministers, be desir’d
“in their respective Places and Stations, that they take Notice of all
“Nonconformists, Holders, Frequenters, Maintainers, Abetters of Con-
“venticles, and unlawful Assemblies, under Pretence of Religious Wor-
“ship, especially of the Preachers and Teachers in them, and of the
“Places wherein the same are held; ever keeping a more watchful Eye
“over the Cities and greater Towns, from whence the Mischief is for
“the most Part derived, unto the lesser Villages and Hamlets: And
“wheresoever they find such wilful Offenders, that then with an hearty
“Affection to the Worship of God, the Honour of the King and his Laws,
“and the Peace of the Church and Kingdom, they do address themselves
“to the Civil Magistrate, Justices, and others concern’d, imploring their
“Help and Assistance for preventing and suppressing of the same, accord-
“ing to the late said Act, in that Behalf made and set forth. And be-
“cause these may be within the Limits of your Diocess, some peculiar
“and exempt Jurisdictions, belonging either to your Dean, Dean and
“Chapter, Arch-Deacons, or to some Ecclesiastical or other Persons;
“l do therefore desire that by such Ways and Means as your Lordship
“do conceive most proper, you do communicate this my Letter unto them,
“delivering unto every of them Copies of the same, for their better In-
“struction and that you require them in my Name, that within their
“several Jurisdictions, they also pursue the Advices and Directions before
“set down, as if the same had been given, by a particular Letter unto
“them under my own Hand. Lastly; That for the better Direction to
“all those who shall be concern’d in the Advices given by this Letter,
“I advise you will give out amongst the Ecclesiastical Officers and your
“Clergy, as many Copies of the same, as your Lordship shall think
“conducible to the End for which it is design’d.

“And, now my Lord, what the Success will be we must leave to God
“Almighty; Yet (my Lord) I have this Confidence under God, that if
“we do our Parts now at first seriously, by God’s Help and the Assistance
“of the Civil Power, considering the abundant Care and Provision the

“Act contains for our Advantage, we
“shall within a few Months* see sO
“great an Alteration in the Distract-
“ions of these Times, as that the seduced
“People returning from their Seditious
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“and Self-secking Teachers, to the Unity

* The Archbishop here proved a false Prophet; for the Event was far from verifying his Prediction, in
the sense that he intended.

and
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and the Death of some.* About this Time my Lord
Lauderdale going into  Scotland, signify’d to Mr. Baxter
a Purpose there was of taking off the Oath of Cano-
nical  Obedience, and all Impositions of Conformity
there, save only that it should be necessary to fit in
Presbyteries and Synods with the Bishops and Modera-
tors: And told him he had the King’s Consent to offer
him what Place in Scotland he would choose; either a
Church, or a Colledge in one of the Universities, or a
Bishoprick.  From accepting which Motion he excus’d
himself, from his Weakness, and Indisposition, and the
Circumstances of his Family. After that the Earl of
Lauderdale was in  Scotland, Sir Robert Murrey a  great
Confident of his, sent Mr. Baxter the Frame of a Body

“of the Church and Uniformity of God’s Worship, it will be to the Glory of God, the Welfare
of the Church,
“the Praise of his Majesty and Government, and the Happiness of the
“whole Kingdom. And so I bid your Lordship heartily Farewell, and am

My Lord,
Lambeth-House, Your Lordship’s most Affectionate Friend
May 7. 1670. and Brother.

GILBERT CANT.

A Copy of a Letter from the Arch-Deacon of Lincoln, to the several Parishes
within his_Jurisdiction.

SIR,
€¢ T Have received a Command from my Lord Bishop of Lincoln, to dis-

“perse Copies of the preceding Letter, to the several Parishes within
“the Jurisdiction of the Arch-Deaconry of Lincoln. In Pursuance therefore
“of his Lordship’s Order, I send this to you; warnestly desiring vyou,
“to take especial Regard to perform whatsoever is therein requir’d of
“you, either in your own person, or relating to your Parishioners. And
“how you shall discharge your Duty therein, I shall expect an Account at
“the next Visitation. I am,

Your very Loving Friend and Brother,
J. CAWLEY, Archdiac. Lincoln.

* Mr. Andrew Marvel mentions a politick Engine, who about this Time
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was employ’d by some Oxonians, as a Missionary among the Nonconformists
of the Adjacent Counties; and upon design either gather’d a Congregation of
his own, or Preach’d amongst others, till having got all their Names, he threw
off the Vizard, and appear’d in his Colours, an Honest Informer. Rehearsal
Transpos’d, pag. 54.

of
332
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of Church Discipline for Scotland, and desir’d his A-
nimadversions. The Scheme was handsomely contriv’d,

and favour’d of much Moderation; but the Power of
Synods was contriv'd to be in the King. Mr. Baxter
made his Remarks as he was desir’d.

In the Year 1671.F The Dio-
cese of Salisbury was most fiercely
driven on to Conformity, by
Dr. Seth Ward their Bishop. Ma-
ny Hundreds did he prosecute
with great Industry; and a-
mong the rest, that learned, hum-
ble, holy Gentleman Mr. Thomas
Grove, an Ancient Parliament Man,

of as great Sincerity and Integrity as most in the
Land. He stood it out a while in a Law Suit, but
was overthrown, and forc’d to forsake his Country,
with Multitudes of  others. During the Mayoral-
ty of Sir  Samuel Sterling, many Jury-men in London
were Fin’d and Imprison’d by the Judge, for not
finding  certain  Quakers guilty of violating the Act
against  Conventicles. They Appeal’d and sought Reme-
dy. The Judges remain’d about a Year in Suspence;
and then by the Lord Chiet Justice Vaughan delivered
their Resolution against the Judge, for the Subjects
Freedom from such sort of Fines; he dilated upon it
in a Speech of Two or Three Hours, which was re-
ceiv’d with great Joy and Applause by the People;
and the Judges thereupon <cry’d wup as the Pillars of
Law and Liberty.*

T This Year was publish’d a sad Narrative of the Oppression of many Honest people in Devon, and
other Parts, by Informers and Justices, but of their pretended Zeal to put the Act against Conventicles in
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Execution.

* The Compiler of
the Third Volume of the Compleat History of England, p. 286, seems not
pleased that the Dissenters should complain of Persecution; and says that
the Laws had imposed but moderate Penalties upon them; and that they defied
the Justice of the Nation, &c. And so in Effect he justifies all the Seve-
rities against them. And if this vyields him Comfort upon a cool Reflection, I
am far from envying him his Satisfaction.

The  Parliament  having  made  the  Laws, against
Nonconformists ~ Preaching, and  Private Religious Meet-
ings so severe as hath been represented, the King altho’
he consented to those Laws, became the Patron of
their Liberty. Not by any Legal Abatements, but by
his Connivance as to the Execution; the Magistrates

for

333
for  the most Part doing  what  they
perceiv’d to be his Will.* The
Ministers were encourag’d by
Sir  John  Barber  and  others, to  make
their ~ Addresses to the King, to  pro-
fess their Loyalty, and acknow-
ledge his Clemency; and they did
sO. The King  told  them, that  tho’

such Acts were made, he was a-
gainst Persecution, and hop’d e’re
long to stand on his own Legs,

and  then  they should see how  much
he was against it. By this Means
they gain’d Peace and Quiet in
their Meetings in the City: And
in all Sir Richard Ford’s Mayoralty

(tho> he  was  suppos’d one of  their
greatest, and most knowing Ad-
versaries) they remain’d undi-
sturb’d.

* The Earl of Bristol called together a Meeting of the Chief of the Papists, and tendred them an Oath
of Secrecy, and told them that the Breach between the Church and the Dissenters was now fix’d, and
would be carried farther: And that therefore it was their Interest to make Use of all the Provocation the
Dissenters might meet with, and to offer their Assistance to them in Order to the engaging them to Petition
for a general Toleration: But they could never be brought to it. Bishop Burnet’s Speech in the House of
Lords, about the Occasional Bill, An. 1703, And he says my Lord Straftord told him this in the
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Tower, and that he also mention’d it at the Bar of the House.
About January this Year, the King shut up the Ex-
chequer, ~which caus’d a general Murmur in the City.
For many Merchants had put their Money into the
Hands of the Bankers, and they had Lent it to the King,
who gave Orders there should be no further Payments,
and so  their Estates were surpriz’d. Among others
Mr. Baxter had a 1000/[. there, which was the greatest
Part of what he had of his own then left. Having
no Child, he devoted it to a charitable Use, intending
to erect a Free-School, as soon as he could meet with
a suitable Purchase, with a good Title. He had been
Seven Years enquiring, and could not meet with a tole-
rable Bargain; and let the Money lie there till some-
thing that was suitable offer’d, and lying there, it was
lost;  Which made him admonish all that afterwards
came near him, if they would do any Good, to do it
speedily, and with all their might. Presently after
the Dutch War began, which made the Court think it
necessary to grant an Indulgence to the Dissenters, that
so there might be Peace at Home, while there was
War abroad. And wupon this Occasion they had Liber-
ty given them, tho’ much to the Dissatisfaction of those,
who had had a Hand in framing all the severe Laws a-
gainst them.

CHAP.

334

CHAP. XIII.

An  Account of their Case, from the Time of
the Indulgence in 1672, till the Death of

King Charles the II.
An. 1672.

King Charles’s Indulgence.
FTER  that the  Nonconformists had for several
AYears struggled  with  the  greatest  Difficulties,
and convinc’d the World, that they were neither
to be influenc’d by Severity to renounce their Principles,
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nor provok’d by the wutmost Hardships to any Sedition,

which  was an  Advantage their Enemies waited for,

and would have greatly rejoic’d in; at length they
had a little Time allow’d them to take Breath, by the

Kings  Indulgence.  The  Declaration bore  Date

March

15. 1671/2, And to all that gave Way to Reflection,

was a sufficient Exposition of the Transactions

Twelve Years past since his Restauration. It

of the

was now

publickly owned (as well as was in it self a great Truth)

‘That there was very little Fruit of all those

forci-

‘ble Courses, and many frequent Ways of Coercion

‘that  had been used, for the reducing of all

3

and Dissenting persons, &c.” His  Majesty

3

‘took  upon him to suspend all Penal Laws about
Number
that did
not Conform: Provided they took out Licenses, set
not Se-

‘declaring  that he would grant a convenient
‘of Publick Meeting Places, to Men of all Sorts

3

‘open the Doors to all Comers, and Preach’d

Erring
Ver-

tue of his Supream Power in Matters Ecclesiastical,

them;

‘ditiously, nor against the Discipline or Government

‘of the Church of England. Saving that the
‘were to have no other Publick Places, but

‘Houses, without  Limitation or Restriction,

Papists
their

to  any

‘number of Places or Persons, or any Necessity of

‘getting Approbation.’* This was applauded by some

* "Tis Sfrom

hence

that Bishop Stillingfleet dates the Presbyterian Separation, and freely reflects
upon their Conduct at this Time, in his Preface to the Unreasonableness of

Separation, p. 23. Many Writings were publish’d upon the Matter

at that

very Time. Omne wrote Toleration not to be abus’d; or a serious Question
soberly debated and resolved upon Presbyterian Principles; viz. Whether it be

among
335
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among the Nonconformists, while others fear’d Con-
sequences. For they well knew, that the Toleratian
was not chiefly for their Sakes, but for the Papists;

and, that they should hold it no longer than their Inte-
rest would allow it them: And withal, they fear’d it



Calamy_1713_Text_v2_Calamy 1713 Volume 1 25 May 2011 23:02 Page 414

414 EDMUND CALAMY

would continue the Divisions, which were much better
heard by a  Comprehensive, However they concluded
on a Cautious and Moderate Thanksgiving for the King’s
Clemency and their own Liberty, and were introduc’d
by my Lord Arlington. Mr. Baxter was not very for-
ward to take the Advantage of this Indulgence: He
was desirous of Liberty in another Way, and was fear-
ful what this Method would issue in. But at length
there being no Room to hope for any better Terms,
when he saw the Ministers of London, generally settled
in their Meeting Houses, he had a License also pro-
cur’'d for him by Sir Thomas Player, with this Peculiari-
ty, that it was without the Title of Independent, Pres-
byterian, or of any other Party, but only as a Noncon-
formist.

advisable, especially for the Presbyterians either in Conscience or Prudence, to take Advantage from his
Majesty’s late Declaration, to deny or retract their Communion with our Parochial Congregations, and
fo gather
themselves into distinct and separate Churches. On the other Side was publish’d a
Tract with this Title, Indulgence not to be refus’d, Comprehension humbly de-
freed, The Churches Peace earnestly endeavour’s. And short Reflections on Tolera-
tion not to be abused, &c. shewing that it is the Duty of Presbyterians, to make
use of the Liberty granted; And that is no sinful Separation, nor contrary to
Presbyterian Principles for those who are call’d Presbyterians to preach to, and
meet in  Congregations distinct from the Parochial Assemblies, under present
Circumstances.

My. Baxter’s Labours in the City, after the Indulgence
The Merchants at this Time setting up a Weekly
Lecture on Tuesday Morning at Pinners-Hall, Mr. Bax-
ter was one. But so 1ill a Spirit was now got among
some of them, who but just before were in a Suffering
Condition, that by that Time he had Preach’d Four
Sermons there, the City was full of Rumours of his
Preaching up Arminianism: And many were much of-
fended at his Preaching for Union, and against Division,
or unnecessary withdrawing from each other, and un-
warrantable narrowing of the Church of Christ. This
gave but a melancholy Prospect; but did not however
Discourage him from what he apprehended to be his Du-
ty, On Jan. 24. 1672/3, He began a Friday Lecture at
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Mr, Turner’s 1in Fetter-Lane, with great Convenience, and
a considerable Blessing: but he never took any Thing
for

336
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for his Pains. He refuse’d any settled Place on the
Lords Days, and Preach’d only occasionally.

In February the Parliament met, and Voted down the
King’s Declaration as illegal,* and the King promised
it should not be bro’t into President. The Reason which
the House of Commons gave for their Proceeding, was
very remarkable. They said, ‘That his Majesty’s pre-
‘tended Power of suspending the Penal Laws in Mat-
‘ters Ecclesiastical, and might tend to the Interruption of
‘the free Course of the Laws, and the altering of the
‘Legislative  Power, which hath always been acknow-
‘ledg’d to reside in his Majesty, and his two Houses
‘of Parliament.” And it should not be forgotten, that
Coleman in his first Letter to Father Le Chaise speaking
of the King’s Promise, that it should not be a Precedent,
calls it the Final Renunciation of it. At length the Com-
mons consulted of a Bill for the Ease of Protestant Dis-
senters, and many Members profess’d their Resolution
to carry it on.T But when they had granted the Tax
desir’d, they turn’d it off, and left it undone: Taking
away from the Poor Dissenters the Shelter of the King’s
Declaration, and so leaving them to the Storm of the
severe Laws that were in Force against them, which by

* It is observable that no Man was more zealous in opposing this Declaration in the House, than
Alderman Love, a City Member and a noted Dissenter; who declar’d he had much rather still go without
their desired Liberty, than have it in a Way that would
prove so detrimental to the Nation. Bishop Burnet in a Speech in the House of
Lords about the Occasional Bill in 1703, took particular Notice of this, and
tells us, that the Lord Clifford got some to move in Favour of the Dissen-
ters, hoping that would have provok’d either the one Side or the other;
and that either the Church Party might be offended with the Motion, or
the Dissenters with the refusing it: But it was stopp’d by Alderman Love,
who desir’d, that nothing with Relation to them might intervene, to stop
the Security that the Nation and the Protestant Religion might have by the
Test Act, and in this he was seconded by the most of his Party: So that the
Act was obtain’d in some Measure by their Assistance; and therefore (as
he well argues,) it would be hard to turn it against them; for the King
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was then highly offended with them for giving up his Declaration.

T On February the 14th, the Commons resolv’d Nemine Contradicente, that
a Bill be bro’t in for the Ease of his Majesties subjects who are Dissenters,
in  Matters of Religion from the Church of England. And a Bill pass’d the
House accordingly, but was stopp’d in the House of Lords. But the Motion
of the Lower House in this Affair was therefore the more remarkable, be-
cause it was the same House of Commons, who Ten Years before so warmly
Voted the contrary. A good Argument, they were now convinc’d of a greater
Danger of Popery, than they could before be perswaded to believe. Our
late Cpmpleat Historian, Vol. 3. p. 294; says, That whatever this Reflection
is, the Truth was only thus: The Commons in this Parliament were by

some

337
some Country Justices were rigorously put in Execution;
tho’ the most forbore.

long experience
more and more sensible, that the papists were for their own Pleasure and
Advantage, playing and striking the Church-men and Dissenters one against
another. Very well: And therefore they were for giving the Dissenters a Le-
gal Toleration, in Order to the preventing any Thing of this Kind for the Fu-
ture: They were never convinc’d, That such a Toleration was Needful, tho’
Ten Years before they would not yield to it upon any Terms, which was all
that was meant by the Reflections pointed at. But I think it is not im-
proper to add, That Bishop Barnet in the Speech above mentioned, freely as-
cribes the Mildness of the House of Commons towards the Dissenters at this Time,
to their Pleasantness with their Carriage in giving up the King’s Declaration.
This says he, wrought so much on the House that was so zealous for the
Church, that they ordered a Bill to be brought in for the Ease of Prote-
stant Dissenters, in which little Progress was indeed made; and yet to the
End of that Parliament, Conventicles were held very Publickly, and they
never pass’d a Vote or made an Address against them.

The Long Parliament awaken’d.

The Parliament at length grew into great Jealousies
of the Prevalence of Popery. An Army (pretended to
be design’d for Service against the Dutch) lay encamp’d
at  Black-Heath. Many of the Commanders were Pa-
pists. It was the general Apprehension, that having
no Hope to get the Parliament to set up their Religion
by Law, it was their Intention to put down Parlia-
ments, and reduce the Government to the French Model,
and Religion to their State, by a standing Army. All
that Lov’d their Country had dismal Expectations. The
Parliament made an Act for preventing Dangers
which might happen from popish Recusants; by which it
was enacted, That no Man should be in any Office of
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Trust, who would not take the Oaths of Supre-
macy and Allegiance, and that all that should be ad-
mitted into any Office Civil or Military after the first
Day of Easter-Term in 1673, should receive the Sacra-
ment according to the Usage of the Church of England,
within three Months after their Admittance, in some
Publick  Church, wupon some Lords-Day. Upon the
passing of this Test Act, the Duke of York who was Ge-
neral of the Army, and the Lord Treasurer Clifford, laid
down all their Places. The Parliament met again, Octo-
ber the 20th, and Voted against the Duke’s Marriage
with an Italian Papist, a Kin to the Pope. They re-

z new’d
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new’d this Vote in their next Session, and upon a Mes-
sage sent to the King about 1it, receiv’d this Answer;
that it was too late to stop it. On Friday, Oct. 3I1.
They pass’d a Vote, that no more Money should be gi-
ven, till they were secur’d against the Danger of Popery,
and Popish Counsellours, and their Grievances were re-
dress’d. And indeed the Warmth and Boldness of both
Houses against the Papists grew very high.

* In this Session, the Earl of Orrery desir’d Mr. Baxter
to draw up Terms of Union between the Conformists,
and the Nonconformists, in order to their joint vigorous
opposing Popery: And he told him that Sir Thomas Osborn
the New Lord Treasurer, Bishop Morley of Winchester,
and several other great Men were mightily for it: Up-
on which he sent him Proposals for that Purpose, the
Chief of which were these:

Proposals for a Union between Conformists, and Nonconformists.
“That no Covenant, Promise, or Oath, should be
“requir’d to Ordination, Institution, or Induction,
“but  the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy; the
“Subscribing to the Doctrine and Sacraments of the
“Church of England, as express’d in the 39 Articles,
“and a  general  Declaration  against Rebellion  and
“Sedition. That tll the Nonconformists could be bet-
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113

ter provided for by Vacancies, they should have Li-
“berty to be School-masters, or Assistants to Incum-
“bents, or to Preach Lectures in their Churches, ei-
“ther such Lectures as were already endow’d with
“Maintenance, or such as the People should be willing
“to  maintain: And that in the mean Time their Meet-
“ing Places that were convenient should be continu’d
“in  Use as Chappels. That Liberty be allow’d for
“Neighbours joining together in Praying to God, and
“Praising him, and repeating Sermons, in their pri-
“vate Houses without Molestation. That for the Li-
“turgy, &c. none be oblig’d to Read the Apocryphal
“Lessons: That it be eno’, if an Incumbent once in
“a  Quarter or Half Year, read the greatest Part of
“the Service for that Time; and that it be at other
“Times done by his Curate or Assistant. That Lectu-
“rers be not oblig’d to read the Service; or at most that
“it be eno’, if once in Half a Year, they read the great-
“est Part of what is appointed for that Time. That Pa-
“rents have Liberty to Dedicate their own Children to
“God in Baptism, without being oblig’d to find God-

* This Year (1673.) was publish’d, a Discourse of true Religion, Heresy, Schism Toleration,
and what best Means may be us’d against the Growth of Popery.

fathers
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“fathers and Godmothers. That the Use of the Sign
“of the Cross be left to the Ministers Inclination and
“Discretion. That Ministers be not forc’d to Baptize
“a Child whose Parents are deny’d the Communion of
“the Church, wunless some Serious Christian undertake
“for its Education, according to the Christian Covenant.
“That none be forc’d to receive the Sacrament, while
“unfit, or averse. That Ministers be not forc’d to de-
“liver the Sacrament to any unbaptiz’d Persons; or to
“such  as  wont own their Baptismal Covenant, and
“publickly profess their Adharence to it; or to such

113

as are guilty of scandalous Immoralities, till they
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“have profess’d Repentance. That Ministers ben’t
“forc’d to Publish an Excommunication or Absolution
“against their Conscicnces, upon the Decree of a Lay-
“Chancellour, &c. or harrass’d by attending their Courts,
“to  bring Witnesses against those, to whom they have
“refus’d  the  Sacrament upon the aforesaid Reasons.
“That it be left to the Discretion of Ministers, whom
“they will Absolve in Sickness, and to whom they will
“give the Sacrament, and over whom they at their
“Interrment will use those few Words, which Import
“the Justification, and Salvation of the Deceas’d: And
“that the Sick and Dying have the Liberty of choosing
“what  Ministers  they  will attend, and assist them
“without Restraint. That no  Ministers be forc’d to
“deny the Sacrament, to such as think it unlawful to
“take it Kneeling. That the Use of the Surplice be
“left indifferent. And that People who live wunder an
“Ignorant  or  Scandalous  Minister, have  Liberty to
“join  with those with whom they can better profit,
“in  any Neighbouring Church of the same Diocese,
“paying the Incumbent his Dues. That no Ordain-
“ed Ministers be put upon renouncing their Ordina-
“tion, but upon Proof of their fitness for the Mini-
“stry, receive by Word, or a written Instrument, a
“Legal Authority to Exercise their Ministry in any Con-
“gregation in  his  Majesties Dominions, where they
“shall  be Lawfully call’d. That no  Excommunicate
“Person as such, be imprison’d or ruin’d. And that
“after all, Christian Lenity be wus’d to all conscientious
“Dissenters; and that the Tolerable be tolerated, un-
“der Laws of Peace and Safety. Upon the whole he
“added, that if the Sacraments were but left free to

Z2 be
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“be administred and receiv’d by none but Volunteers:
“And Liberty granted to Ministers to Preach in those
“Churches, where the Common Prayer was read by o-
“thers; And the Subscriptions contain’d nothing that



Calamy_1713_Text_v2_Calamy 1713 Volume 1 25 May 2011 23:02 Page 420

420 EDMUND CALAMY

113

a  Conscientious Man might need to Scruple; he

“tho’t it might take in all, even the Independents, as

“well as  Presbyterians. Mr. Baxter gave the

Earl  of

Orrery these Proposals, and he after some Time return’d

them  with  Bishop  Morleys  Strictures, or

Animadver-

sions, which fully discover’d, that all his Professions for

Abatement and Concord, were deceitful, and

intends no such Thing, for he would not
least Abatement, in any Thing of Moment.

Other Motions that Way.

that he
make the

A little after, some great Men of the House of Com-

mons, drew up a Bill for Accommodation, to take off
Oaths, Subscriptions, and Declarations, except the
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and Subscriptions
to the Doctrine of the Church of England, according
to the 13th of Eliz. but shewing it to the Bishop of

Winchester, he caus’d them to forbear, and broke the

Design. And in the mean Time, that it
seem to be for nothing that he oft pretended

might not

to be of

so peaceable a Disposition, he further’d an Act only to
take off Assent and Consent, and the Renunciation of the
Covenant. But when other Bishops were aginst even
this shew of Abatement, he told them openly in the

House; That had it been but to abate them a

he would not have spoken in it. But he knew

were bound to the same Things still, by other
Obligations if these were Repeal’d. On  Feb.

Ceremony,
that  they

Clauses, or
24. Tho'ts

of this Nature were ended by the wunexpected Pro-

roguing of the Parliament to November, whereby both

Houses were much troubled, and Multitudes greatly
exasperated, and alienated both from the Court, and
the leading Bishops, as the great Causes of all the Di-
stractions. ~ All  this while those of the Clergy that

were Men of the Times, and gap’d for

gave themselves a liberty to Write and Preach

dom; to stir up King and Parliament,

Preferment,

at Ran-
and all

they came mnear, to Violence and Cruelty, against the

Liberty and Blood of the  Noncorformists,
quietly by them in Labour and Poverty,

who liv’d

and med-
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dled not with them, besides their necessary Dissent from
them. Just before the Dissolution of the Parliament,
one
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one of this stamp Preaching to them, set himself to
perswade them that the Dissenters were obstinate, and
not to be tolerated, nor cur’d by any Means but Ven-
geance; urging them to set Fire to the Faggot, and teach
them by Scourges or Scorpions, and open their Eyes
with Gall.*

The Toleration however continuing, Mr. Baxter held
on his Preaching, till Illness disabled him for any other
Exercise, save one Sermon a Week at St. James’s Mar-
ket-House, where some Persons, had hir'd an inconve-
nient Place. And here it pleas’d God to give his La-
bours, abundant Success. But as he was preaching
there, July the sth, 1674. they had a marvelous Deli-
verance, for a main Beam, before weakned by the
Weight of the People, so crack’d, that Three Times
they ran in Terrour out of the Room, thinking it was
falling: But remembring the like at Dunstan’s in the
West, he reprov’d their fear as causeless: the next Day
taking up the Boards, they found that two Rends in the
Beam were so great, that it was a wonder of Provi-
dence that the Floor had not fallen, and the Roof with
it, to the Destruction of  Multitudes. This Crack
frighting away many of the Richer Sort, especially
Women, the greatest Part of the Auditory were young
Men of the most capable Age, who heard with great
Attention, and many of them manifested so great a
Change, as made all his Charge and Trouble easie to
him. Nay a common Reformation was evident in the
Neighbourhood, even among the Ruder Sort, and that
in their Conversation as well as in their Judgment. But
he was soon molested.

New Rigours against the poor Nonconformists.
For his Majesty call’d the Bishops up to London, to
give him Advice what was to be done for the securing
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of Religion, &c: and they after divers Consultations
with the Ministers of State, advis’d him to recall his

*  Now  was  publish’d,  certain  Considerations tending to  pro-
mote Peace and Good Will amongst Protestants. And also the Noncon-
formists Plea for Uniformity: Being the Judgment of 84 Ministers of the
County Palatine of Lancaster: Of a whole Provincial Assembly of Ministers and
Elders in and about London: And of several other eminent Preachers, English,
Scottish, and New-English, concerning Toleration, and Uniformity in Matters
of Religion; together with a Resolution of this Question, Whether the Penalty of
the Law ought to be inflicted on those who pretend and plead Conscience in Opposi-
tion to what the Law commands? with several others on the other Side.

Z 3 Licences,
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Licenses, and put the Laws against the Nonconformists
in Execution. And this was done, by a Declaration, and
Proclamation, declaring the Licences long since void,
and requiring the Execution of the Laws against Papists,
and  Conventicles. No sooner was the Proclamation pub-
lish’d, but special Informers were set on Work to pro-
mote the Execution.* A little before the Licenses were
recall’d, Mr. Baxter openly declar’d in the Pulpit, that
it was not in Opposition to the Publick Churches that he
kept up a Meeting; but to help the People in their Ne-
cessity, who were many more than the Parish Church
could hold. Hereupon it was confidently reported that
he was Conforming. And not long before, preaching
for Love and Peace at Pinners Hall, ’twas reported that
he declar’d for Justification by our own Righteous-
ness, and that the Papists and Protestants differ but in
Words: Upon which be was forc’d to vindicate himself
in a Sheet, call’d an Appeal to the Light, which stopp’d
not the Accusation: For some had the Wisdom and Con-
fidence to say, that that Appeal to the Light did more to
strengthen  Popery, than ever was done by any Papists.
Mr. Baxter was the first that was apprehended as a Con-
venticler —after this Alteration of Affairs. He was taken,
preaching his Thursday Lecture at Mr. Turners. He went
with the Constable, and Keting the Informer, to Sir Wil-
liam  Poultneys, who demanding the Warrant, found it
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sign’d, by Henry Montague Esq; Bayliff of Westminster.
Sir  William told them, that none but a City Justice,
could give a Warrant for apprehending a Man for
Preaching in the City: And so the Informer was defeat-
ed, and his Heart adterwards smote him; and he came
to Mr. Baxter and begg’d Pardon, and promis’d Repen-
tance. He freely forgave him, and admonish’d him se-
riously to amend his Life. Endeavours were wus’d to
surprize Dr. Manton: But one Mr. Bedford Preaching in
his Room was apprehended. He had taken the Oxford
Oath before, and in that respect was not obnoxious:
But was Fin’d 20l. and the Place 4o0l. which was paid
by the Lord Wharton, the Countess of Bedford, Man-
chester, and Clare, and other Hearers.

A fresh Attempt for an Accommodation of the Differences.
Another  Session  of  Parliament approaching, Bishop
Morley, and Bishop Ward, were in Appearance, very
sensible of the Danger of Popery, and therefore very
forward for Abatements; and taking in the Nonconfor-

mists;
* Of the infamous Lives and lamentable Deaths, of many of these Informers, See Conformists 4th
Plea for the Nonconformists, page 71, &c.
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mists, and mov’d it to many. At length Dr. Tillotson,
and Dr. Stillingfleet, desir'd a Meeting with Dr. Man-
ton, Dr. Bates, Mr. Pool, and Mr. Baxter, in Order to
consider of an Accommodation, and said they had the
Encouragement of several Lords both  Spiritual and
Temporal. Mr. Baxter at first met the two Doctors

alone: And  they  consider’d and  canvass’d  various
Draughts; and at length fix’d on one in which they
agreed.  This being communicated to the  Nonconfor-
mists, was satisfactory: But when they communicated

it to the Bishops, there was an End of the Treaty; a
great many Things could not be obtain’d:* The Terms
agreed on, were much of the same Nature with those
above mention’d as propos’d to my Lord Orrery, with
very little Variation.
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* Mr. Baxter sent to Dr. Tillotson, to know whe-

ther he might have leave to speak of it, in Order to the promoting Concord,
and to signify how far they were agreed, that their Names might be some
Advantage to the Work, and he thereupon return’d him the following Letter
dated April 11. 1675.

SIR,
Took the first Opportunity after you were with us to speak to the
Bishop of Sal——, who promised to keep the Matter private,
and only to acquaint the Bishop of Ch—— with it in Order to a Meet-

ing: But upon some General Discourse; I plainly perceived several Things
could not be obtained. However, he promised to appoint a Time of
Meeting, but I have not heard from him since. I am unwilling my
Name should be used in this Matter; not but that I do most heartily de-
sire an Accommodation, and shall always endeavour it: But I am sure
it will be a Prejudice to me, and signify nothing to the effecting of
the Thing, which as Circumstances are, cannot pass in either House,
without the Concurrence of a considerable Part of the Bishops, and the
countenance of his Majesty, which at present I see little Reason to

expect.
I am,
Your Affectionate Brother
and Servant,
J. TILLOTSON.
Z 4 The
344
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The Informers in the City went on, but met with ma-
ny Discouragements. The  Aldermen were not fond

of them, but often shifted out of the way, when they
knew they would come to them; and some deny’d them
their Warrants; tho’ by the Act they thereby forfeited
an r100l. Alderman Forth got an Informer bound to the
Behaviour, for breaking in upon him in his Chamber a-
gainst  his  Will.  Strowd and  Marshall became  General
Informers: But were soon fallen upon by their Credi-
tors, and generally hated. Some of them swore a-
gainst Mr.  Baxter before Sir  Thomas Davis; and he
went to him and vindicated himself, proving that he
was not chargeable with breaking the Law, but could
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not be regarded. One that swore against him went
a little after to Redriff, and hearing Three Ministers
Pray and Preach, his Heart was melted, he profess’d
his  Sorrow and Repentance, and left his wonted
Companions. And another of them came to Mr. Bax-
ter in the Street, and promis’d be would meddle no
more.
When  the Parliament met, there was great Heat
in the House of Lords, upon the bringing in an Act,
to impose such an Oath on Lords, Commons and Ma-
gistrates, as was imposed by the Oxford Act upon Mi-
nisters. The Sum of it was, ‘That none Commission’d
‘by the King, may be by Arms resisted, and that they
‘would never endeavour any alteration of the Go-
‘vernment of Church or State. The great Speakers
for it, were the lord Treasurer and the Lord Keeper,
with  Bishop  Morley and  Bishop  Ward. The  great
Speakers against it, were the Earl of Shaftsbury, the
Lord Hollis, the Lord Hallifax,
the Duke of Buckingham, and the
Earl of Salisbury: Who jointly with
the Marquis of Winchester, and the
Earls of Bristol, Berkshire and Ales-

bury, enter’d their Protestations a-
gainst it. They pleaded that this
Oath would be destructive to the
Priviledge, of their House, which
was to Vote freely, and not to

be pre-obliged by an Oath to the Prelates. After a
great many Debates, tho’ the Test was carry’d by a

T A Large Account of the Debates on this Head in the House of Peers, may be seen, in a Letter from
a Person of Quality to his Friend in the Country, that is publish’d in the Second Volume of the State
Tracts of King Charles’s Reign, p. 41, &c.

Majority,

345
Majority, yet it was so alter’d, as made it incapable
of serving the Purposes of those who at first were most
Zealous for it; it was not to their Gust, for they re-
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duc’d it to these Words of a Declaration, and an Oath.
‘l A.B. do Declare, that it is not lawful on any Pre-
‘tence  whatsoever, to take Arms against the King,
‘and 1 do abhor the Traiterous Position of taking Arms,
‘by his Authority against his Person, or against those
‘that  are Commission’d by him according to Law, in
‘time of Rebellion and War, in Acting in Pursuance
‘of such Commission.” ‘I A.B. do Swear that [ will
‘not  endeavour an  Alteration to the  Protestant Re-
‘ligion  now  Establish’d by Law, in the  Church
‘of  England, nor will I endeavour any  Alteration
‘in  the Government of this Kingdom in  Church
‘or State, as it is by Law Establish’d.” And when
‘it Past, the Lords got in this Proviso, that it should
be no hindrance to their free Speaking and Voting in the
Parliament.*

Keting

* [ think it not amiss here to insert,
A Letter from Archbishop Sheldon, to Dr. Compton Bishop of London,
dated Jan. 17. 1675.

Right Reverend, and my very good Lord,

Have thought fit for some Reasons that nearly concern the Church, to
pray and require your Lordship, and by you the rest of my Brethren
the Bishops of this Province, that forthwith upon the Receipt hereof,
you send Letters directed to the Archdeacons and Commissaries of your
respective Diocesses, willing and straitly charging them, that as well by
Conference with the Ministers, as the Church-Wardens of each Parish, or
such others as may but give them the most punctual Satisfaction, they par-
ticularly inform themselves as to the several Enquiries hereafter mention’d:
And that having gain’d the most true and certain Information herein,
that they are able, they presently after this their next Visitation of Easter
ended, transmit their Account thereupon in Writing unto their respective
Diocesans, and they to your Lordship, by you to be Communicated to
me, with your Lordships first conveniency. And to the end that they
may be the more circumspect and sudden in the Execution of this Affair,
I think it not unnecessary that there be some Advertisement intimated unto
them, how that even they themselves and their Jurisdictions are in some

measure
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Keting  the  Informer, Dbeing in  Prison for Debt,
Wrote to Mr. Baxter to endeavour his Deliverance,
which he did. He told him in his Letter, that he wverily
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believ’d that God had sent his Affliction upon him, as
a Punishment for giving him so much trouble; and ear-
nestly desir'd him to Pray to God to forgive him. A-
nother Informer Marishal, dy’d in the Counter, where
he was clapt up for Debt: And yet others went on.
Sir Thomas Davis gave a Warrant to Distrein on Mr. Bax-
ter for sol. for Preaching his lecture at New-street.

measure herein also concern’d. So not doubting of your Lordships Care
in the Premises, I bid your Lordship heartily Farewel. And am,
My Lord,
Your Lordships Affectionate Friend and Brother,
GILBERT CANT.

The Inquiries.

1. What Number of Persons are there by common Account and
Estimation inhabiting within each Parish subject to your Jurisdiction.

2. What Number of Popish Recusants, or Persons suspected for such
Recusancy are there resident among the Inhabitants aforesaid.

3. What Number of other Dissenters are there in each Parish, of what
Sect soever, which eother obstinately refuse, or wholly absent themselves
from the Communion of the Church of England, at such Times as by
Law they are required.

For the Right Reverend Father in God,
Henry, Lord Bishop of London.

This  Year 1675, there was a Book Printed Entituled, The Peaceable
Design, or an Account of the Nonconformists Meetings, by some Ministers of
London, which Dr. Stillingfleet, who reflected upon it in the Preface to
his  Unreasonableness of Separation, p. 25, says, was Printed with a Design
to present it to the Parliament. The same Year came out, some Reasons
which  prevail’d with the Dissenters in Bristol, to continue their Meetings,
however Prosecuted or Disturb’d. Now also was publish’d, Separation yet no
Schism, or Nonconformists no Schismaticks, in Answer to Mr. Sharp’s Sermon
before the Lord Mayor, by Mr. Thomas Wadsworth. And Mr. Stockton’s
Rebuke to Informers, with a Plea for the Ministers of the Gospel, called Non-
conformists, and their Meetings, and Advice to those to whom these Informers
Address  themselves, for  Assistance in  their  Undertakings. Now also was
Printed Naked Truth, said to be Written by the Bishop of Hereford; which
contain’d several bold Truths, and had several Answers, of which some were
Smart, and others more Mild.

How-

347

An. 1766.

However, he still went on, and Built a New Meeting-
House in Oxenden-street, the OIld, Place over St. James’s
Market-House, being not tho’t safe; and when the New
Chappel was finished, and he had Preach’d but once,
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Southwark many Months in Peace, no Justice being wil-
ling to disturb them; and when Dr. Loyd succeeded

* Iu VGCR, werp publishy morp Animaduersions on Naked Gruth, Wex Talinis, or the Author of
Nakep Truth stript Naked, dto. 1676, A modest Survpy of the most ronsiderable Chings in a Discourse
lately publish’d, putitled Naked Cruth. Hr. Smick, or the Divine in Mnde: Breing rerfain Annntations,
iy the Animaduersions on Naked Truth: Swppos'd to be Written by Andrew Mavuel.

Dr.

348

An. 1678.

Dr. Lamplugh in St. Martins Parish, he offer’d him his
Chappel in  Oxenden-Street for Publick Worship,and he
accepted it.*

* The Gentle-
man that Compiled the Third Volume of the Compleat History of England,
quoting this Passage, p. 412, says, That that part of the Relation as to the
Offer of a Chappel, is known to be false. This appearing to be a direct
Contradiction to Mr. Baxter’s Relation of a matter of Fact, which he himself
was concern’d in, troubled many. The rather, because it seem’d to strike as
the Credit of his whole History. Mr. Baxter had not only asserted in the Hi-
story of his Life, P. 179, that he was encourag’d by Dr. Tillotson to make
the offer of the Chappel, and that it was accepted to his great Satisfacti-
on; but he had mention’d it in several of his Works that were publish’d in
his  Life time: And particularly in his Vreviate of the Life or his Wife, he
says, p. s7: That Dr. Lloyd and the Parishoners accepted of it for their
Publick Worship, and that he and his Wife asked them nore more Rent,
than they were to pay for the Ground, and the Room over for a Vestry
or 5l; asking no Advantage for all the Money laid out on the Building
Which was never known to be contradicted, till this History was publish’d.
Application  therefore was made to the Compiler of that Third Volume in a
respectful way, and he was requested to signific upon what Grounds this was
charg’d as a Falsity. Hereupon, he like a Gentleman, a Christian, and a
Divine, frankly offer’d to consult my Lord Bishop of Worcester upon the Mat-
ter, who was pleas’d to give it under his Hand, (and 1 have it now by me)
That Mr. Baxter being disturb’d in his Meeting-House in Owxenden-street,
by the King’s Drums, which Mr. Secretary Coventry caus’d to be beat un-
der the Windows, made an offer of letting it to the Parish of St. Mar-
tins for a Tabernacle at the Rent of Forty Pounds a Year; and that his
Lordship hearing it, said he lik’d it well: And that thereupon Mr. Baxter
came to himself, and upon his proposing the same Thing to him, he
acquainted the Vestry, and they took it upon those Terms. This Account
I publish’d in the Narrative prefix’d to Mr. Baxter’s Practical Works, and here
repeat, with due Thanks to his Lordship for his frankness, and to the Gentle-
man who consulted him, for his most obliging readiness to do Justice to Truth,
tho’ not much to the Credit of the Compleat History.

In 1678, The Popish Plot broke out, which exceed-
ingly alarum’d the whole Nation. The House of Com-
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mons after many warm Debates, come to this Resoluti-

on, that there hath been, and is, an Execrable

and Hellish

design, contriv’d and carry’d on by Popish Recusants for
Assassinating  and  Murdering  the King, for subverting  the

Government, and  for destroying the Protestant
Law  Establish’d.  Most  of their time was

Religion by

spent  in

searching into this Plot, and in endeavouring to pre-

vent the Fatal Consequences of it. Many suffer’d for

it,

349
An. 1678.
An. 1679.

it, notwithstanding all the Endeavours of Great Men

about the Court to save and screen them.

culars may be seen in the Histories of the

length on  January the 14th, 1678/9, this

which so long comply’d with the court in

Desires, which to Gratifie the Clergy, cast

The Parti-
time. At
Parliament
all  their
SO many

Worthy Ministers out of the Church by the Act for
Uniformity, and afterwards laid such heavy Burdens

on the Poor Nonconformists, which improv’d

by setting,

and grew more and more concern’d for the Publick

Welfare, as they were awakened by a Sense of the

Common Danger, was suddenly Dissolved. This

Dissolution occasion’d a General Ferment in all Parts of

the Country; it was generally esteem’d the

Concern in the next Election to choose firm

Common
Protestants,

who should heartily apply themselves to make Provi-

sion for the Common. Security. The New

Parliament

had their first Session March the o6th following, and

they began where the last Parliament left

off. When

they had Sate some time, they were Prorogu’d to Au-

gust  the 14th:* But before that time, they
solv’d by Proclamation, and another call’d

were Dis-
to Sit at

Westminster — in  October  following;  when  they  assem-
bled, they were Adjourn’d till the 26th of January: By
which time, a New Plot was Discover’d by Danger-

field, which the Papists had contriv’d to lay

upon the

Dissenters. They  were afterwards  Adjourn’d  several
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times till October the 3oth, when they Sate and pro-
ceeded to Business. Finding no other way to keep
Popery out of the Nation, than by Excluding the Duke
of York from the Succession to the Crown, they bro’t in
a Bill to Disable him. On November the r11th, it passed
the Commons; on the 1sth it was carry’d up to the
House of Lords by the Brave Lord Russel, and there
at  the 2d Reading it was thrown out, by a Ma-
jority of 30 Voices, of which 14 were Bishops.t
This House of Commons had before them a Bill
for a  Comprehension, and another for an  Indulgence.
Both of them were read twice, and were before the

* This Year, 1679, was publish’d Mr. Alsop’s Melius Inquirendum.

T There was now publish’d a short and true Ac-
count of the several Advances the Church of England hath made towards
Rome; Or a Model of the Grounds upon which the Papists for these Hundred
Years have built their Hopes and Expectations, that England would e’er long
return to Popery. By Dr. Moulin, sometime History Professor of Oxford.

Com-

350

Committee. Having obtain’d a Copy of the Heads of
a  Bill for Uniting his Majesty’s Protestant  Subjects, that
was agreed on at a Committee, Nov. 18, 1680, [ shall
here insert them.

“1.  All Persons that shall Subscribe, and give their
“Assent and Consent, to Thirty six of the Thirty nine Ar-
“ticles, wviz. all that concern the Doctrine of the Church
“of England only, shall be capable of any Ecclesiasti-
“cal Living or Preferment, as if they had subscrib’d,
“and given their Assent and Consent to all the Thirty
“nine Articles.

“2. No Person to be admitted to any Ecclesiastical
“Living or Preferment, that does mnot first take the
“Oaths  of Allegiance and Supremacy, and take and
“subscribe the Declaration taken by the Parlia-
“ment.

“3. The wuse of the Surplice to be wholly taken
“away, except in the Kings Chappel and Cathedral
“Churches.
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“4. No Minister to be oblig'd to declare their As-
“sent and Consent upon the Reading of the Common
“to Prayer according to the Act of Uniformity.
“s. No Minister to be oblig’d to renounce the Co-
“venant.
“6. None to be compell’d to wuse the Cross in Bap-
“tism, or suffer for not doing it: But if any Parent
“desire  to have his Child Christen’d, according to the
“Form now wus’d, and the Minister will not wuse the
“Sign, it shall be Lawful for that Parent to procure
“another Minister to do it. And if the proper Mini-
“ster shall refuse to omit the Ceremony of the Cross,
“it  shall be Lawful for the Parent who would not
“have his Child so Baptiz’d, to procure another Mi-
“nister who will do it without the Cross, according to
“his Desire.
“7.  None shall be denied the sacrament of the
“Lord’s Supper. tho’ they do not use the Gestures of
“Kneeling in the Act of Receiving.
“8. If any Communicant shall not think fit to come
“up to the Communion Table there to receive the
“Sacrament, the Minister of the Parish, or his Curate
“shall not refuse to Administer the Sacrament to him,
“but shall go to the Place in the Church where such
“Person is, and there deliver him the same.

“As

351

An. 1680.

“As for such as notwithstanding these  Alterations,
“cannot  Com