
    Woodbury County 
    Rural Economic Development 
    7th & Douglas Streets, Sixth Floor 
    Sioux City, IA  51101 
     

                 Phone: 712.279.6609  
                 Email: rmarqusee@sioux-city.org 
 
 

Organic Conversion Application 
Deadline: Must Be R ecei v ed At Abov e Address By  March 15th Of Year Of Application 

 
Only a resident of Woodbury County, Iowa, who is the owner of the real property to be converted, 

may apply for benefits under the Organics Conversion Policy 
 
 
Name:                                                                                            Application Date:     
 
Company Name (if any):           
 
Street Address:             
 
City, State, & Zip Code:            
 
Phone Number: (Home):                                     (Work):                                     (Cell):   
  
 
 
Only real property, zoned as agriculture (or historically farmed) and located in Woodbury County, 
Iowa, that has been either farmed by a method not in compliance with USDA National Organic 
Program Standards, or that has been dormant or not been actively used for farming operations 
under Federal CRP, is eligible under the Organics Conversion Policy.   
 
Parcel & Owner Information Answer 
Total Farm Acreage You Plan to Convert   

Parcel Numbers of Land to be Converted  
(Include the number of acres in each parcel to be converted if more than one 
parcel involved.)  

 

City/Township in Which Property Is Located   

Provide a History of Use of the Land for the Last Five Years  
(Example: Farmed or Dormant?  If farmed, what crops/livestock were raised 
over that period of time?  What fertilizers/chemicals have been applied?  If 
dormant, why and how long has it been dormant?) 

 

If Land Has Been Dormant, Is It Capable of Being Certified 
Organic In the First Year of Production?  
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Parcel & Owner Information Answer 
Describe the Layout of the Land to be Converted?  
(e.g., is it flat, rolling, or hills?)  

 

How Long Have You Owned the Land to be Converted?   

Do You Own Other Agriculturally Zoned Land?  If So, How 
Many Acres and Where Is It Located, Is It Being Farmed, and 
Is It Farmed Organically? 

 

Is the Land Held in the Name of You Individually or in the 
Name of a Corporation, Partnership, or Other Entity?  If Held 
by an Entity, Are the Majority of Profit Interests Held by 
Woodbury County Residents (i.e., a Policy requirement)? 

 

Do You Plan to Cash Rent the Land to be Converted?  If So, 
What is the Name, Phone, and Address of the Person 
Actually Farming the Land? 

 

How Much Did You Owe & Pay in Real Property Taxes on The 
Land to be Converted Last Year?  

 

Are There a Physical Structure on the Land to be Converted?  
If Yes, Please Describe 

 

 
Production Information Answer 
What do You Plan to Raise/Process Organically?  
(Be specific: e.g., vegetables - tomatoes, Alfalfa, etc.; Fruit - apples, etc.; 
Grain; Livestock - cattle, chicken, hogs; Organic Processing Information - 
Dairy, Meat, or Other.)  

 

If You Plan to Raise More than One Organic Item, Please List 
the Acreage for Each Item to be Raised 

 

Describe Primary Tillage System to be Used  

Will You Use Cover Crops?  If So, Please List  

Will You Use Compost?  If So, Please Note Sources  
(e.g., on farm, purchased complete, local dairy, etc.) 

 

Do You Plan to Use Manure?  If so, Composted or Un-
Composted?  If Un-Composted, Will You Use Within 6 
Months of a Vegetable Crop Harvest? 
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Production Information Answer 
Please List Any Other Brought in Fertility Sources That You May Use  
(e.g., liquid fish, soybean/alfalfa meal, specific purchased pre-mixes, etc.)  

 

Do You Use Professional Soil Testing Services?  

Briefly Describe What You Anticipate as Your Primary Weed 
Problems and Methods of Control 

 

Briefly Describe What You Anticipate as Your Primary Insect 
Problems and Method of Control 

 

Briefly Describe What You Anticipate as Your Primary Disease 
Problems and Method of Control 

 

Please List the Water Source You will Use for Crop Irrigation  

What is Your Crop Rotation Plan, If Any?  

Please Provide Any Additional Information that You Deem Relevant 
Pertaining to Your Production Methods  

 

 
Land Management Information Answer 
Is There Any Likelihood of Chemical/Spray Drift Contamination of 
Your Fields? 

 

Do You Have An Adequate Buffer to Protect Yourself from Potential 
Contamination?  If Yes, Please Describe Buffer Including Size  

 

Have You Contacted Your Neighbor About Your Intention to Convert 
to Organic Practices? 

 

Do You Anticipate a Need to Practice Soil Erosion Prevention and 
Conservation Practices?  What Special Practices Will Be Required to 
Prevent Soil Erosion and Other Soil/Water Denigrations? 

 

 
Marketing & Networking Information Answer 
Have You Consulted with An Experienced, Knowledgeable, 
and Successful Organic Farmer Prior to Submitting this 
Application?  
  
(If Yes, Please Provide the Name of Said Individual.  If No, Why Do You 
Think You Will Be Successful in Organic Farming?  Do You Desire 
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Woodbury County to Provide You the Names of Such Individuals?) 

 

 
Marketing & Networking Information Answer 
If you are cash renting, or If Someone Else Will Do the 
Actual Farming, What Experience Does Your Renter/Farmer 
Have in Organic Farming Practices? 

 

Do You Plan to Sell Raw or Processed Food?  

Have You Created a Business Plan for Your Organic 
Production/Processing Business? If Yes, Please Attach said 
Plan to Your Application 

 

Please List All Markets For Which You Will Produce 
(e.g., Farmer’s Market, CSA’s, Local Restaurants, Grocery Store, 
National Distributor, Farm Stand, Regional Wholesalers, Etc.) 

 

Have You Contacted Potential Buyers for Your Organic 
Product?  If Yes, What Kind of Commitment or Feedback 
Did You Get? 

 

Have You Contacted a Local or Non-Local Processing 
Facility that Will Provide Value-Add to Your Products?  
Explain: 

 

Are You Presently a Member of, or Do You Plan to Join, a 
Local Cooperative?  If Yes, Provide Name of Cooperative 

 

Do You Plan on Taking Advantage of Woodbury County’s 
“Local Food Purchase Policy”? 

 

Who Do You Plan to Act as Your Certification Agency?  
Have You Contacted Them? 

 

Please List the Name of Publications to Periodicals 
Devoted to Organic Farming To Which You Subscribe: 

 

How Did You Hear of Woodbury County’s “Organic 
Conversion Policy”? 

 

Are There Any Individuals You Want Woodbury County to 
Contact on Your Behalf with Respect to Your Organic 
Conversion?  Please Provide Name, Phone, and Address 

 

Do You Want Woodbury County, Organics Board, or Other 
Organic Farmers to Help You with Development a Business 
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Plan, Establishing Organic Farmer & Marketing Contacts, or 
Other Need?  If Yes, Please Specify 
 
 
I have read and understand the USDA National Organic Program Standards & Regulations located at 
www.ams.usda.gov/nop/NOP/standards/FullRegTextOnly.html, I have visited the State of Iowa 
Organics Program website at www.agriculture.state.ia.us/agdiv/organic.htm,  and I have read and 
understand the Organics Conversion Policy at www.woodburyiowa.com. 
 
I affirm that I will follow the USDA National Organic Program Standards & Regulations.  I understand 
that I will be required to fill out and sign a one-page Certificate of Compliance provided 
byWoodbury County prior to receiving a tax rebate under the “Organics Conversion Policy”.  I 
understand that if I fail to comply with the Organics Conversion Policy, that I will be liable to return 
all tax rebates and benefits conferred by the policy. I affirm that I authorize Woodbury County to 
obtain all applications, and supporting documentation, for certification from organic certification 
authorities.  I understand that any information received by Woodbury County is for statistical and 
compliance purposes only.  
 
 
 
_____________________________________                    _____________________________________  
APPLICANT SIGNATURE                                                           APPLICANT’S SPOUSE SIGNATURE  
 


