
arrangement notes for

the cuckoo • g modal tuning• gdgcd
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here’s the  signature “cuckoo figure,” 
pretty close to the way fleming brown played it
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here is an accompaniment figure 
that will work for the verses

Oh the cuckoo, she’s a pretty bird
and she sings as she flies
she never sings cuckoo 
till the 4th of july

never kill a pretty cuckoo
she will do you no harm
and she’ll eat up all the grub worms
that destroys a man’s farm

oh the cuckoo she’s a clever bird
builds her nest in the pine
way high in the timber
where the black snakes don’t climb

Oh the cuckoo, she’s a pretty bird
don’t i wish she were mine
she never drinks water
she only drinks wine

come all you young ladies
take a warning from me
never place your affection
on a green growing tree

oh the leaves they will wither
and the roots will decay
i’m a going for to leave you
a long time to stay
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