
Heading back to the Swinging Sixties, well 
what better reason to dress like a hippy?

Minis New and old toured the local area from 
twisty mountain roads to steep city streets.

M
inis from around the globe 
arrived on Treasure Island 
in the heart of the San 
Francisco Bay for 
September’s annual Magical 

Mystery Mini Tour. Held at the ‘Great Lawn’, 
some four acres of flat grassy land with a 
large paved parking lot adjacent, 
enthusiasts came from as far away as 
England, Japan, and drove from as far as 
Michigan, Texas and Seattle. As they arrived 
they were greeted by clear blue skies, 75-80 
degrees (Fahrenheit) temperatures, plenty 
of sunshine, and views of San Francisco, the 
Golden Gate Bridge, Angel Island, and 
Alcatraz Island. 

The activity weekend began on the 
Friday with a trip to a Giants game, and 
over the three days included several runs 
around the picturesque area, a show ‘n’ 
shine, live bands and a general good-time 
atmosphere. For one of the more colourful 
and activity-based Mini events on the scene 
and, with the Americans’ hospitality, you 
can’t go wrong.

Magical Mystery  
Casting a spell on Mini 
owners, San Francisco•s 
Treasure Island had plenty of 
gold buried around the bay
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An illuminated San Francisco Bay made for a 
beautiful evening backdrop as visitors relaxed.

 Mini Tour 2008 
Mount Tamalpias
Saturday started with a large group of Minis departing off the Island, initially escorted by the California Highway Patrol, through San Francisco and across the Golden Gate Bridge. The route ran above the cliffs along that Pacific Ocean and climbed atop Mount Tamalpias for some spectacular views and photo opportunities. Later that afternoon there was a run to the California wine country with a private tour and tasting at the Mario Andretti Winery.erey.y.

Treasure Island
Returning to Treasure Island on the Saturday 

afternoon found enthusiasts enjoying a show •n• 

shine, frisbee tossing, face painting and trader 

give-aways, before a BBQ dinner was served to 

640 hungry participants in the main event tent. 

There a banquet was held and prizes awarded 

from the show •n• shine, before being entertained 

by the humour of the British Consulate General, 

Julian Evans, who served as Grand Marshall, 

followed closely by the Sun Kings „ a Beatles 

tribute band.
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