W e are very tha nkf ul to be sa fely back in Ukr

Getting off our final
| airplane in Kyiv, we
squeezednto a waiting
bus. Right afterthe bus
pulled away it cameto
a suddenstop that sent
all the passengerdal-
ling forward. Having
regainedour composurewe sawthe plane§luggagepiled
precariouslyhigh andwide abovethe little cart thatwas
following our busto the terminal. We gatheredour total
of twelve piecesof unscatheduggage sailedthroughcus
toms and -- having navigatedthe long line of eager
leatherclad taxi drivers -- found our waiting friends and
transportation. Arriving at our apartmentbuilding in

Kyiv, Anya & Juliettewentup to our apartmentwhile the
four men loaded our luggage into the large elevator
Steppinginto the elevatorand pushingthe buttonfor the
ninth floor, 1 had some doubts which were soon con

firmed: The elevatof8 door closed,and then -- silence.
We were stuck! OWell,0 said one of our friends and
teammatesOwelcomeback to Ukraine!® Having been
freedfrom the elevator weOrgettingsettledin Kyiv: 10m
studyingUkrainianandreconnectingvith the work here,
while weOralsomakingpreparationgor movingto LOviv
We hopeto find a placeto rentsothatwe canmoveatthe
end of April. WeOrdooking forward to finally getting

settledin LOviy making contactsthereand learningmore
about that historic city!
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aine!

A day for w omen, aday for 3o wers

y e s TodayOVwmen&DayOis
* | celebrated in Ukraine.
It@ a public holiday that
& seesabouta 200 percent
B increasein the price of
flowers. It® also a day
that makes one think
aboutsomeof the social
problemsin Ukrainethat are closelyrelatedto the plight
of women: Overhalf of all marriagesndin divorce. The
birth-to-abortionratein Ukraineis currentlyabout3:2 (in
otherwords, about2 out of every5 fetusesare aborted).
While the abortionrate hasbeensteadilydecreasingince
its high of almost1.2 million (in 1985) it is still a very
significantsocialproblem(andcrime!) in a countrywhere
the deathrate is aboutdouble the birth rate  To make
things worse, there are BBC accountsof women being
paid $200to have mid-termabortionsin orderto harvest
the babiesfor stem cells usedin extravagantRussian
cosmetictreatmentsand thereare evencasesof women
claiming that their healthynewbornbabieswere secretly
murderedandabusedn suchaway! While thereis much
to celebratein this country of brave womenwho over
come many obstaclesin life, suchsocial horrors casta
distinct shadowover today®celebrations: It& wonderful
to seeradiantwomenoutsidecarrying fresh bouquetsof
rainbow-coloredlowers; but what aboutthe unbornmil -
lions who will never even get to smell a flowet
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Please r emember some of the foll owing Pr ayer R equests:

¥ We are very thankful for all of you who have helped us get back to Ukraine! We thank our Father for His
great provision through you!

¥ We're still anticipating the final step of our current journey as we look toward moving from Kyiv to Lviv.
Please pray for our apartment search in Lviv and for all the details of moving our possessions from both Kyiv
and Nikolaev to the far west of Ukraine.

¥ Doug and Masha Shepherd have already moved to Lviv with their two small children, Chaz and Nika. Re-
member them in your prayers as they adjust to living in Lviv and seek to get to know their neighbors and
develop other contacts in the city. We look forward to being on one team with them!

¥ Please pray for me as | study Ukrainian. Though it is very similar to Russian, it is still different enough that
one really has to study it; and sometimes the similarities are more confusing than helpful! People in Lviv un-
derstand Russian, but for most people it is not the language of their heart.

¥ Apart from a young man who is currently raising support in the U.S. to join our team (Bradley Cordell), we
are still looking for several additional short- and long-term team members. Ask for our Father’s provision!

¥ Continue to remember the Nikolaev church in your prayers, especially their pastor, Alexei, and their elder,
Andrei, who was ordained last summer. The church is stable, but is looking for more ways to reach out with
the gospel to its local community.

¥ Pray for our Father to protect the unborn children of Ukraine, and that He would also use us to save many
from premature death.

¥ Pray that our hearts would beat with a passion for our Father’s glory, and that we would serve Him with all
of our strength!

¥ After a couple of months of technical difficulties, our online news and prayer page is finally operational again.
Please visit it often by going to the “news + prayer” link on our site, http://web.mac.com/hacquebord.h

Thank you very much for your prayers!  ‘Heere., /4@%, & ﬁa&eﬂ'e
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