LAB SAFETY CONTRACT

2011-12 SCHOOL YEAR

Approach lab work with maturity.  Never run, push, or engage in horseplay or practical jokes of any kind in the lab.

A student who becomes a safety hazard may be removed from the course!  The health and safety of the other students in the lab must be considered first.

GENERAL SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

  1.
Unauthorized experiments are prohibited.  Do only those experiments assigned by your teacher. 

  2.
Never work alone in a science lab; and never work without the teacher’s supervision. 

  3.
Never eat, drink liquids, smoke, or chew gum in a science lab.  Do not store food or beverages in the lab environment. 

  4.
Safety goggles must be worn whenever glassware is used, chemicals are used, or substances are being heated. 

  5.
Wear aprons as required by a teacher.

  6.
Restrain loose clothing (e.g., sleeves, full-cut shirts or blouses, neckties, etc.), long hair, and dangling jewelry. 

  7.
Footwear should cover feet completely; NO OPEN TOED SHOES.  

  8.
Do not touch chemicals with your hands unless directly told to do so.  Wash your hands thoroughly before and after work in a science lab, and after spill cleanups.  

  9.
Do not hold your face directly over an open container of chemicals.  When observing the odor of a substance, fan a small amount of the vapor toward you by sweeping your hand over the top of the container. 

10.
Never reach over an exposed flame. 

11.
Use tongs, test-tube holders, or potholders to handle hot lab equipment.  Allow ample time for glassware to cool before handling.  (Remember, hot glass looks like cool glass.) 

12.
When using electrical equipment, use only equipment that is in good working order.  Never touch electrical equipment with wet hands or place equipment in area that may be wet. 

13.
Never use broken or chipped glassware.  Be sure all glassware is clean before you use it. 

14.
Never place flammable materials near a flame. 

15.
When heating something in an open container such as a test tube, always point the open end of the container away from yourself and others. 

16.
Never pipette by mouth. 

17.
Keep chemicals, bottles, beakers, flasks, etc., away from the edges of the lab bench. 

18.
Become familiar with the safety precautions for each chemical to be used in the experiment. 

19.
Know the location and how to use safety showers and eyewash fountains. 

20.
Cell phones, pagers or other audible alarms are prohibited from labs.  

21.
Care for all ANIMALS HUMANELY.

PENALTIES FOR INFRACTIONS

Students who choose not to follow the general safety precautions outlined above may receive a lower lab grade, or, may be instructed to sit out the lab resulting in a zero for the lab experiment with no makeup allowed.  Students who become a safety hazard may be removed from the course.

The student and parent are to review together the “Course Information” and the “General Safety Precautions.”
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Online textbook pilot program participation:  I understand that students enrolled in Biology-513 and Chemistry-577 will have the option to participate in an online text pilot program.  Students will be given the option to use either an online version or traditional text at home.
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