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     When terrible news happens, how do we as leade rs in 
Christian Deaf Ministries react?  Most of us rememb er the 
big news of 9/11, Columbine, and Virginia Tech.  In  the last 
month, we had the “Swine Flu” spread (properly call ed the 
H1N1 Virus).  What happens when it affects us perso nally?  
What happens when someone that we know dies?  What 

happens if a new baby Christian 
watches tooooo much news and is full 
of fear??  Even more common are the 
friends and people in our church that 
have personal problems -- the 
Christian’s spouse that had an affair, 
the young adult that today lost their 
job, the kids that are constantly 
rebellious, the student hoping to get 
into a special college but is turned 
down, finding a long lost father but he 
doesn’t want to see you, etc. etc. etc. 

     People grieve in different ways. It is importa nt to show 
love in ways that will be helpful. Some people need  to talk 
and talk about their pain. Other people prefer to b e alone. 
Most people need some times of quiet and other time s of 
togetherness. Often they don’t know what they need.  Grief 
can almost be like “erasing your mind” for a while.  

     The most important thing we can do is BE THERE  with 
those people that hurt. Sometimes this means to sho w up 
and give personal support. Sometimes you can show t his  
through a card or a letter or a meal.  It is import ant to give 
the person the feeling that “I am with you. And I w ill be with 
you through this process.”  Don’t  try to make things better. 
Don’t  offer explanations or answers.  Don’t  try to fix things.   
Just offer your love and be there.  

     Our “American way” is to want to help people f eel better 
-- to take away their pain. We want to “cheer up pe ople.” 
We want to say things like, “I’m sure God will work  out 
good things from this awful situation.” Now that mi ght be 
true.  Really I believe it is true.  But when peopl e are in the 
midst of deep grief, those words seem fake!  Contro l 
yourself and say very few words! 

     When my mom was in the ICU and dying of cancer , 
some friends came to visit her in the hospital.  Th ese 
“Christian sisters” from our church met me in the l obby 
and wanted to go into ICU and pray for my mom.  She  was 
sleeping at that time, and the hospital rules were limited to 
“family only.  But they wanted me to say they were 
“ministers” from my church.  They wanted me to lie!   I 
refused to let them go in to see my mom, and they f inally 
left.  I wished they would have just sat there with  me! 

     I remember other times when I have gone throug h personal 
grief or tragedy, and the person has just sat there  with me, or 
gave me a hug with no words.  These times to me hav e been 
more valuable than any words!  Truly the Holy Spiri t can then 
come and comfort us -- three of my favorite verses are: 

· John 14:26 - “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, w hom the 
Father will send in My name, will teach you all thi ngs and 
will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

· Romans 8:26 - “...We do not know what we ought to p ray 
for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans 
that words cannot express.” 

· 2 Cor. 13:14 - “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Chr ist, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spi rit be 
with you all.”  

     Now as I minister, I learned to change the way  I help people 
in grief.  We must try to listen to them, to what t hey are 
wanting and needing. Sometimes we will see their cr ies and 
complaints and fears and hopes.  We must also try t o sense 
what people are really saying and feeling. A person  might say, 
“God hates me” when really she means, “I feel so ho rrible I 
can’t stand it. I don’t sense God’s comfort. I’m so  alone and 
afraid.” If we focus on “God hates me”, we will mis s the 
opportunity to understand and be there for her. 

     We can use different ways to help. Ask if they  would like a 
hug.  Ask if they want help. (“Let me bring dinner. ” or “Let me 
take the kids for a while.”)  Ask if they want to g o for a walk. 

     American culture is often uncomfortable with g rief, so we 
want to rush people into recovery. We want them to get 
better . . . soon. We’re afraid that they might be stuck in 
sorrow. Rarely does sorrow change into deep depress ion that 
needs a professional counselor.  Most people need t he 
freedom to feel sad for a longer time than we might  expect.  

     When you are in a difficult place, knowing tha t somebody is 
praying for you can be a big help, especially if yo u feel “all 
prayed out.” So I would encourage you to let people  who are 
hurting know that you’ll be praying for them. And t hen be sure 
to do it!   Much more could be said about grief and  caring for 
people who are grieving. But follow this advice:  
 

Reach out in love. Don’t be afraid. Don’t talk too much. 
Be there. Listen. Give permission. Pray. Be there s ome 
more. Listen some more. Give more permission. Pray 
some more. Love some more. And then love even more.  
 

From “Caring for People Who are Grieving” (2007) by  Mark 
Roberts -- adapted with the NF Alive editor’s own e xperiences.  
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NF ALIVE - May 2009 
 

NF President:  Rev. Jimmy Schwyhart 
Newsletter Editor:   Rev. Debbie Stiles 
 

This is the monthly newsletter of the 
National Deaf Culture Fellowship (NF) 
of the Assemblies of God.  You are 
welcome to add your news!  Email your 
story to dstiles@austin.rr.com 
     The officers and editor reserve the 
right to add, change, or delete info de-
pending on space limits.  All info must 
agree with Assemblies of God doctrine 
and practice.  This newsletter  is for 
sharing information that will meet the 
purpose, needs, and goals of the 
National Deaf Culture Fellowship of 
the Assemblies of God.�

Do you know?  Variety of great 
Assembly of God Deaf Ministries 
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If you plan to go to the WDAG (World Deaf Assembly of God)  
conference in October in Osaka, Japan -- updated ne ws for you!   
· Prices on airline flights have dropped to about hal f the price!   
· If staying for the tour afterward, the correct date  of leaving Japan and coming 

back to the US -- will be on Monday, October 19th , not Tuesday, October 20th!  
· See more info at   http://church.ne.jp/wdag/index-e.html  
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Matt and Eva Barlow, Managua, Nicaragua  
We appreciate so much the wonderful support that ha s been given to our 
missions ministry in Nicaragua.  Thank you so much for your faithfulness in 
giving for our chapel project.  The foundation is i n, the floor cemented, metal 
structure welded, and back wall going up.  We ask f or your prayers that God 
will touch other people to bring in the other $10,0 00 left to complete it.  It will 
cost us $4,000 just for the roof.  We want to have our first graduation in 
December 2009 there, so we are trusting God for a g reat provision.  Thank 
you so much for your giving and prayers!  Be blesse d! 
 

www.makingadifferenceinnicaragua.org  

     In March, we were honored to have an incredible tea m of students 
from North Central University’s Carlstrom Deaf Stud ies Department in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota come for a week of ministry.   They visited lots of 
places and encouraged many of the deaf people of Ir eland, including an 
Irish/American Cultural Night at St. Mark’s Church with 50 deaf people in 
attendance (a record!).  Thank you for an unforgett able time of joy and 
ministry.  You blessed us and Ireland! 
     Michael and three Irish Deaf ladies traveled t o England for an intense 
and challenging weekend of Bible translation worksh ops, hosted by 
Wycliffe.  Pray that the ISL translation team will work well together and 
that the Word of God will be signed for His glory. 
     Our monthly Ladies Day is a wonderful time of sharing the love of 
Jesus with Deaf women in a beautiful setting by dec orating the Meath 
Deaf Club.  We are having 25-30 women each month fr om 6 countries! 

 

Michael McCabe with the NCU Missions 
Team - Dr. Barbara Garrett, Juri, Felippe, 
Daryl, Michelle, Toni, and Amy. 

 

Michael and Debra McCabe, County Cavan, Ireland 

     The senior pastor of St. Mark’s AG church aske d us to lead the Good 
Friday service for everyone.  5 Deaf and 5 hearing signers helped us to 
share the message of “The Cross” in a unique way wi th a signing choir, 
communion, and Michael leading the sinner’s prayer.   It was one of the 
most awesome Good Friday services, and touched each  one of us! 
     Zachery will be 10 years old on May 23rd!  Tha nks so much for keeping 
Zac in your prayers.  He loves being outside, climb ing trees, riding his bike, 
playing with the neighbor boys, snuggling with his 3 cats, swimming, etc. 
     Lots more information and a list of current ne eds is on our Spring 2009 
newsletter.  Want a copy?  Email us at michael.mccabe@agmd.org  or 
debra.mccabe@agmd.org    God bless you all! 


