
     History shows that Deaf ministry started in the 
Assemblies of God in 1919.  When Deaf Ministries 
became nationally recognized, Rev. Paul Carlstrom 
(Deaf) was appointed in 1952 as the very first AG 
National Representative for Deaf Ministries.  But in 
the last 50+ years, a lot of problems have made a 
feeling of division grow.  There is not enough room to 
write it all here, but in general there was not true 
unity between hearing and Deaf persons in ministry.  

     In 1991, an indigenous organization called the 
National Deaf Culture Fellowship (“NF”) was formed 
under the AGs so that Deaf leaders, called of God, 
could take their places of God-given authority.  The 
NF has done so much good, but some problems 
continued.  Hearing people felt rejected.  Some Deaf 
leaders would not get along with each another in the 
same area. Cultural misunderstandings caused some 
churches to close.  Some did not understand the roles 
of NF President Emory Dively (Deaf) and the AG 
National Deaf Culture Ministries Rep. Kevin Babin 
(hearing).  Emory said, "Even though we share the 
same house we seem to have been in separate rooms.”  

     Several leaders in Deaf ministries decided to come 
together locally for a time of fasting and prayer.     
Then on the national level last fall, several AG 
credentialed persons in Deaf ministries met in 
Springfield, MO and God really worked on many 
hearts -- time for a change! 

True spiritual breakthrough 
happened at the AG National 
Deaf Convention in June in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. At the 
leading of the Holy Spirit 
and before 250 persons, 
Emory Dively and his wife 
Cindy washed the feet of 

Kevin Babin and his wife Karla, and prayed for them.  
The Babins then washed the feet of Emory and Cindy 
and prayed for them, with David and Maria Dively 
standing behind them in support.  When seeing the 
public humility and repentance of attitudes by Emory 
and Kevin and all, people in the crowd began weeping 
and repenting of bad attitudes they held against other 
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people.  Emory publicly apologized to hearing people 
for the appearance of rejecting them, and welcomed 
them into the NF.  Kevin publicly apologized for the 
attitudes of some hearing people, and promised that 
he and Emory would work more closely together.  In 
that whole service, people knew we were on holy 
ground!  It was a miracle of the Holy Spirit breaking 
through to many hearts!  Rev. Belinda McCleese 
preached that night and said that we all witnessed a 
special time in history!!  A powerful move of the Holy 
Spirit continue through the whole service, and the 
altars were filled as God continued to work on us. 

     Now in the last few weeks, Emory and Kevin have 
been meeting or keeping in touch by videophone 
weekly, and working hard to change some things.  
Emory recently said, “Hearing and Deaf still have 
issues, but healing has begun.  This didn't solve all our 
problems, but we're able to begin trusting one another 
in a deeper way."  Already pastors and leaders 
around the nation have begun to feel the change.  
Recently, Belinda McCleese said “it is like a rock 
thrown into a pond -- the waves still continue to 
spread far and wide…” 
  

(Editor’s note -- this was such a powerful move of the 
Holy Spirit that night and so special.  At first, we almost 
didn’t want to show pictures or say much -- just in awe 
at God’s presence.  But Emory and Kevin want this 
story told -- for the glory of God.  Continue to pray that 
UNITY in love and trust will grow in our hearts, and 
let’s be involved to spread the news.  Amen!?!) 

SPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS 
CONTINUE TO CHANGE US 
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NF President:  Rev. Emory Dively 
Writer/Editor:      Rev. Debbie Stiles 
 

This is the newsletter of the National 
Deaf Culture Fellowship (NF) of the 
Assemblies of God.  You are 
welcome to add your info, testimony, 
or story about what is happening!  
Email to dstiles@austin.rr.com 
     The National Deaf Culture 
Fellowship officers and editor 
reserve the right to add, change, or 
delete information depending on 
space limits.  All information must 
agree with Assemblies of God 
doctrine and practice.  This 
newsletter is for sharing information 
that will meet the purpose, needs, 
and goals of the National Deaf 
Culture Fel lowship o f  the 
Assemblies of God.�

PRAISE DEAF FELLOWSHIP (near St. Louis) 
1050 Des Peres Road, Des Peres, Missouri 

 
     Praise Fellowship AG started praying for a Dea f ministry about 3 
years before I came.  Both the hearing pastor and a ssistant pastor 
have a heart for Deaf people and can communicate in  sign language.  
 

     My husband and I were looking for a new church  home.  When we 
went to Praise, we instantly felt at home. Five mon ths later, we started 
interpreted services. Soon we started an in-home Bi ble study for Deaf 
people.  We also had monthly fellowships.   
 

     On December 2nd, 2007 we held our first separate De af service. 
We share a new church van with the hearing church a nd can pick up 
some people who need a ride to church on Sundays. W e are giving 
missionary support to one missionary family.  Recen tly 3 of our Deaf 
people went to the Deaf Christian leadership worksh op in Springfield, Mo.  God is 
blessing us with spiritual growth -- people are mem orizing scripture and asking good 
questions. We would love for you to pray -- we have  many Deaf people in the area due 
to the 3 (oral) deaf schools here.  It is a big har vest field.  Jesus builds the church and 
we have to depend on Him! 
 

     We have weekly Sunday services at 9:30 am.  We  meet in a community center, “The 
Lodge of Des Peres” at 1050 Des Peres Road, Des Per es, MO (a suburb of St. Louis). 
We are on the web at praiseag.com  -- click on “Deaf church”.  My email address is 
there, deaffellowship@praiseag.com , or my VP is 314-522-0581.  

Vicki Staley 
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“Thoughts of a Deaf Child”  
 

My family knew that I was Deaf 
When I was only three, and since then 15 years ago 

Have never signed to me. 
I know when I'm around the house, 

I try and use my voice, 
It makes them feel more comfortable; 

For me, I have no choice. 
I try, communicate their way -- 

Uncomfortable for me. 
My parents wouldn't learn sign 

Ashamed or apathy? 
I never cared about the sound of radios and bands; 

What hurts me most is, I never heard 
My parents' signing hands.  

AUGUST - MOST KIDS ARE BACK TO SCHOOL! 
 

This is the time of year that we think a lot about kids and 
youth and their needs -- summer vacation is almost done 
and most families are preparing for their kids to g o back 
to school soon.  Depending on how old your kids are  -- 
elementary, middle school, high school, or college -- you 
are busy buying new clothes, backpacks, paper, penc ils, 
etc. etc.   Soon we are ready for a new year of stu dies! 
 
But are we working hard to meet the needs of our De af and Hard-of-Hearing children in our 
churches?  Deaf classes?  Or interpreters and in-se rvice training happening for the hearing 
classes and SS teachers?  What about the Biblical a nd cultural needs of our CODAs? 
 
And it is very important that most of the spiritual  training for our kids happens at home!  
Don’t just expect the church to do it all -- parent s must lead the way!!  Here are some 
wonderful websites that may help you in training ch ildren - either at home or at church: 
 
www.christiananswers.net/kids/  
 
http://pbskids.org/mayaandmiguel/english/stunts/sig n/index.html  
 
http://kids4truth.com/hometwo.asp  
 
www.games.koolkidssign.com/  
 
http://superkids.com/aweb/tools/  
 
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/  
 
www.nasa.gov/audience/forkids/kidsclub/flash/index. html  
 
www.drwonders.com/  
 
www.godrocks.ca/downloads.php  
 
 


