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Let’'s study FORGIVENESS -- still often misunderstoo  d
Many times people still misunderstand the word “forgiveness”. People say, “l forgive you, but |
won't forget!” or “If he first says he is sorry, th en I'll forgive him”. It is even harder when a pro  blem
happens with a church friend or Christian neighbor -- “they should know better!” In the Bible, David
shared his feelings -- “It was not an enemy insulting me. | could stand t hat. It was not someone who

hated me. | could hide from him. But it is you, a person like me, my companion and good friend. We
had a good friendship and walked together to God's temple.” -- Psalm 55:12-14 (New Century Version)

Read more about forgiveness in the story of Matthew 18:21-35. Also let's remember:

1. Forgiveness is NOT saying their behavior was oka y — NO! It's saying, "The results of your behavior
belong to God, not to me." When | forgive, | am willing to transfer the person from my own system of justice to
God's system of justice. To forgive is to recognize that the wrong done against me is a debt of sin, and all sin
is against God. So in the act of forgiving, | will transfer the debt from my list of accounts -- to God's list of
accounts, leaving all that is owed back in HIS decision, not my decision.

2. Forgiveness is NOT forgetting what happened — NO ! It would be foolish to erase from my mind some of
the wrongs done to me. If | did, | would never learn from my experiences and would wrongly do the same
situations, and then have the same disappointments. What can later be forgotten?? The hurt emotions that
are connected with the happening. When | forgive, the terrible memories and feelings slowly fade away.

3. Forgiveness is NOT the same as trusting again —  NO! Trust is earned. If | trust someone who has hurt
me — that is not being responsible. If the person is a thief, it's foolish for me to give him a key to my house. If
he had sex with a child, I'd be foolish to hire him as a baby-sitter and make my kids in danger! So forgiving a
wrong action does not mean saying it is ok to sin again.

4. Forgiveness is NOT the same as “reconciliation” (back together) — NO! In some situations, going
back and having a relationship again with the person
that hurt me is not a good idea. If the other person's THE MED'C'NE YOU NEED.
unwilling to talk with me again because of bitterness or
denial, | can still forgive. But it's silly to push the person
to have a relationship when the other person does not
want to repent, unchanging, or unwilling.

5. Forgiveness does NOT mean doing the other
person a favor — NO! In the Jewish religion,
forgiveness isn't required until the other person is sorry,
shows repentance, and asks for forgiveness. But Jesus
wants us to act better than this -- He commanded that |
forgive even those people that still have not yet asked
for it!

6. Forgiveness isn't easy — no...forgiveness is ver y B === as 43T Yy IS

hard! But if | want to be faithful to God, | must follow in A
EXTRA STRENGTH

the footsteps of God. He has forgiven my great sins!
Hopefully by understanding what forgiveness is not, ORGIVE

then | will be better able to follow His great commands.

If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from

(adapted from the b00k named WARMING: Sida sffects includs freedom from guilt, reduced tension, all unrighteousness.
increased joy, spontaneous faughter, love for your fellow human, 1 John 1:8
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My Lips Stayed Chapped On Mother's Day

We had this great cat named “Jack” and the
kids would carry him around and nothing
ever bothered him. He used to hang out and
nap all day long on this mat in our bathroom.

Well we have 3 kids and at the time of this
story they were 4 years old, 3 years old and 1
year old. The middle one is Eli.

Eli really loves chapstick. LOVES it. He kept
asking to use my chapstick and then losing
it. Finally one day | showed him where in the
bathroom | keep my chapstick, and how he
could use it any time but he needed to put it
right back in the drawer when he was done.

Last year on Mother's Day, we were having
the normal rush around and try to get ready
for church with everyone crying and carrying
on. My two boys are fighting over the toy in
the cereal box. | am trying to nurse my little
one at the same time | am putting on my
make-up. Everything is a mess and everyone
has forgotten that today is the time to honor
me and the amazing job that is motherhood.

We finally have the older one and the baby
put in the car and | am looking for Eli. | have
searched everywhere and | finally go into the

bathroom. And there was Eli. He was
applying my chapstick very carefully to

Jack's . . . rear end. Eli looked right into my
eyes and said "chapped" .

Now if you have a cat, you know that he is
right -- their little butts do look pretty
chapped. And well, Jack liked it. And the
only question to really ask at that point --
Was it was the 1st time Eli had done that to
the cat's behind, or the 100th time??

And THAT is my favorite Mother's Day
moment because it reminds us that no
matter how hard we try to train these little
ones, there will always be that day when you
realize they've been using your chapstick on
the cat's butt.

Proverbs 31:28 -- “Her children
arise and call her blessed...”

Every year Easter happens, then
exactly 7 weeks after is “Pentecost
Sunday”. Because Easter was very
early this year, it happens that
Pentecost Sunday is also on
Mother's Day, May 11th, 2008! It is
very hard for churches to celebrate
both on the same day. The national
Assemblies of God is suggesting
that you pick another day in the next
few months to emphasize the time of
Pentecost and the pouring out of the
Holy Spirit. Teach more about the
history and move of the Holy Spirit!
Don’t ignore this important time, and
pray for people to receive the
“Baptism in the Holy Spirit”! This is
important in our faith and doctrine!

Wow! “Wordless Tract” video by
Rev. John Graham, DARE ministries:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppSOApnnBM4

commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied:

vour God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.”
This is the first and greatest commandment,
And the second is like it:
as yourself,” All the Law
and the Prophets ng

on these two commandments,”

Want a free poster for your SS
classroom, church, or home? The
national “Commission on
Discipleship” is offering this poster -

- free online! There are a variety of
formats and ways that you can
download on your computer and
then print it. It can come with the
verse or without the verse, in English
or Spanish, and much more! See
more info at:
http://discipleship.ag.org/Discipleship/
Resources/Relationship_Posters.cfm

Hope you are planning to join us next
month at the National Deaf Convention
of the Assemblies of God on June
25th-30th in Tulsa, Oklahoma! We are
looking forward to a great time of
sharing together “In the Spirit!” (Rom.
8:9). The first early registration
deadline has finished, but there is still
plenty of space available in the dorms
and all the activities! Everyone is
welcome!

See the NF website for all the
information and forms --
www.nfdeafaog.org

Registration questions -- Olivia Bibb
nfdeaf@comcast.net

Other questions -- Jimmy Schwyhart
NFDeaf@gmail.com

Recently at the end of March, more
than 30 men gathered at the 4th
Annual “Mid-Atlantic Deaf Men’s
Retreat” at Camp Hebron in PA. Rev.
Emory Dively was the guest speaker,
and Rev. Chris Hughes did a lot of

work to set this up.  (And this picture
came from the PhillyDeaf website -
thanks to Rev. David Robb.)

NF ALIVE - May 2008
NF President; Rev. Emory Dively
Newsletter Editor: Rev. Debbie Stiles

This is the newsletter of the National
Deaf Culture Fellowship (NF) of the
Assemblies of God. You are welcome
to add your info, testimony, or story
about what is happening! Email to
dstiles@austin.rr.com

The officers and editor reserve the
right to add, change, or delete info
depending on space limits. All info
must agree with Assemblies of God
doctrine and practice. This newsletter
is for sharing information that will
meet the purpose, needs, and goals of
the National Deaf Culture Fellowship
of the Assemblies of God.
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The Bible Institute for the Deaf (BID) was
started in 1962 by the Rev. S. Wayne
Shaneyfelt, a missionary of the General
Council of the Assemblies of God, USA.
Soon with 3 deaf students that had the call of
God on their lives and a burden for many
more students, Wayne Shaneyfelt started a
building project.  Although it started as a
ministerial training school for post-high school
deaf, many parents wanted their young children
to come to BID! The administrator decided to
accept deaf children to train them in academic
and vocational skills. From 1991 to 2005, a
series of government permits and recognition
began. Now the Bible Institute for the Deaf has
a full program from pre-elementary through
post-high school! The school year starts in
June and ends in March.

Recently the National Deaf Culture Fellowship
(NF) donated $1,000 to the Bible Institute for the
Deaf. Other churches and individuals are also
donating to this rare and wonderful ministry.

See the picture above on the right? Last year,
because of your faithful giving and support, this
roof deck was added on the dormitory and
helped stop some bad leaks!

The director, Rev. Elena Castillo, shared with us
two years ago at the National Deaf Convention
in Seattle in 2006. Now she adds some more
great news here --

HHHE% $ %

An event that was finished recently was
the “Summer Camp for the Deaf” on April 14-
18 in the summer capital of the Philippines,
Baguio City. It was attended by 94 persons (84
deaf ; 10 hearing interpreters and relatives of the
deaf). 13 deaf persons accepted the Lord and
were water baptized. We praise the Lord for the
many deaf who rededicated their lives to be
faithful and to serve the Lord. Many deaf went
there with deep problems, and it was a blessing
to see them release their burdens to the Lord
during the altar call.

This month on May 5-16 is the 2-week “Summer
Training for Teachers of the Deaf”. Rev. Naomi
Pfinster from Oregon and Ruby West are
speakers for this event, sharing about “Written

Language for Deaf Students”. | planned for only

our own staff at first, but then we opened it for

more staff from other private and public
schools. Now more than 80 people are planning
to come! We request prayers that the Lord will

make this a fruitful time, and that the Lord will

use Naomi, Ruby, and other Christians in the
group to win the teachers for Jesus!
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