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NF ALIVE! 
News and events of the Assemblies of God 

 National Deaf Culture Fellowship (NF) 
www.nfdeafaog.org           February 2008  

     We are living in a world of technology that is  moving sooo fast.  Sometimes we want the 
newest HDTVs, videophones, pagers, high speed inter net, etc. - even with promises of 
using them “to reach out to other people for Christ ”.  And there is nothing wrong with the 
use of newer electronic equipment at home or at chu rch, IF we follow some rules and 
guidelines.  So this technology called “multimedia”  - should we use it or not use it?? 
 

     Let’s keep my priorities in mind -- I need to be faithful in my daily prayer and Bible study so I  can 
FIRST grow in character.  Then as a Christian, God’ s Word says that I need to really think about how 
to minister to individuals.  Sometimes it means tal king about the plan of salvation and praying with 
them.  Sometimes it means counseling the young pers on that is thinking about an abortion.  Maybe it 
means babysitting a child so that a young parent ca n finally get some rest.  Or it can mean going with  
a Deaf friend that must go to the funeral home and make plans because their elderly parent is dying.  
Maybe it means going to the church that has tons of  weeds in the yard, and just humbly pulling up all 
those weeds without telling anyone.  Yes each one o f us that are Christians can do these things, not 
just the pastor/leader.  There are many ways we can  build relationships with other people so they will  
be more and more interested in the wonderful Lord t hat we serve.  And PRAY, PRAY, PRAY! 
 

     Then SECONDLY AS A TOOL to support the ministr y, it is wonderful to use the multimedia to reach 
out to our lost Deaf world.  Remember that it is of ten said that less than 2% of the Deaf community 
has experienced a clear presentation of the gospel of Jesus Christ and made a decision to follow Him.   
Less than two percent!?!  Yes.  And during the time s we are already ministering, now there are some 
wonderful tools (ministries) that each of us can us e to add support.  Here are a few of them -- 

In 1983, David and Ruby Stecca started DEAF VIDEO C OMMUNICATIONS.  God has 
greatly blessed for many years and the ministry has  grown to include: 
· A professional broadcast studio with trained expert s to make ASL videos/TV! 
· A lending library of over 200 videos and DVDs - has  reached 50,000+ persons! 
· Ministry center near Chicago is perfect for confere nces and workshops! 
 

It costs more than $23,000 every month in this mini stry that walks just by faith.  Many A/G pastors, 
leaders, and national conventions have been taped b y this ministry.   The recent production of “Dr. 
Wonder’s Workshop”, a children’s ministry all in AS L, is now on TBN every Saturday morning!  DVC 
goals include creating an Internet TV Station, remo deling the website, and improving the old database 
program.  Most of all, DVC needs prayer partners to  support the vision and financial needs. 
 

DVC is celebrating its 25th year in 2008!  For more  information, see  www.deafvideo.com  

DEAF DIMENSIONS was started in 1999 by Rev. Mary Ea rl as a local cable 
outreach, and since 2002 has spread to 5 New Englan d states and Jamaica!  
This cable show is a 30-minute ASL program with Eng lish voiceover.  It deals 
with Deaf issues and gives a Christian perspective to it.  A 5-minute devotional 
at the end of each program gives the Gospel.  Costs  are about $1,000 per month.   
 

You can ask your local “public access” cable compan y to show these programs in your home town!  
Contact Mary at www.deafdimensions.com  for more information about how to do this! 
 

Also God is changing many things so now DD has the goal to reach out on national TV!  Pray about 
this new direction that the Lord is leading, and pr ay about how you can support DD financially too. 

(continued on page 4) 
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MISSIONS SPOTLIGHT - Matt and Eva Barlow, Managua, Nicaragua 
Until 1998, Matt (Deaf) was a printer and Eva (hearing) was a secretary in 
Indiana. But in following the call of God - they quit their jobs, went 
through the process of becoming missionaries, and were officially 
appointed in 1999.  Matt was the first appointed Deaf world missionary 
under the Assemblies of God.  They have worked hard, and opened the 
Christian School for the Deaf in the tiny village of Tipitapa outside 
Managua.  Now the school has more than 80 students!   
 

They have been very active to share the gospel of our Lord, both at the 
Christian School for the Deaf and in the community with other Deaf adults.  
They are hoping to build a chapel on the school property, and also have a 
“Deaf Outreach Center” in the city of Managua to reach out to more of the 
Deaf community in Managua and other nearby cities. 
 

Right now they are at home in Indiana - visiting churches and trying to 
raise the money needed to go back to Nicaragua.  They have about 77% of 
their funds raised.  If you can help support this wonderful ministry, send a 
monthly pledge, or contact them at  matthew.barlow@hqmail.agmd.org 
 

Assembly of God World Missions 
1445 Boonville Ave. 

Springfield, MO  65802 
Account #262027 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD DEAF CHURCHES - NEED SENIOR PASTOR 
 

Deaf Jubilee Assembly, 1515 Kooser Road, San Jose, CA.  Mail to P.O. Box 18947, San Jose, 
CA  95158.  Or contact Karen Rodrigues - DeafJubileeA@aol.com   Also can call 408-979-8851 
VP (hearing voice callers need to first dial 800-314-5 531). 
 

Calvary Church of the Deaf, 745 Upson St., Akron, O H 44305.  Contact Greg Frink - 
runner9876@sbcglobal.net (email)  or  biker@sprint.blackberry.net (pager).  Also can call 
church at 330-376-8777 TTY/VP (hearing voice callers need to first dial 711). 
 

Living Word Deaf Church, 2400 SW 74th St., Oklahoma  City, OK  73159.  Contact Janet Hoover 
at jmh1212@cox.net  or Dewey Mosshart at Dmosshartlll@aol.com  

 

Do you need to contact one of the NF officers??  
 

Rev. Emory Dively, NF President   ekdively@aol.com  
Co-Pastor, Twin Cities Deaf Assembly, St. Paul, Min nesota 
 
Rev. Bill Gipple, NF Vice-President  zorel777@aol.com  
Pastor, Orange County Deaf Worship Center, Santa An a, California 
 
Rev. Nick LeFors, NF Secretary/Treasurer  NLeFoJR@aol.com  
Pastor, Bethany Deaf Assembly, Everett, Washington 
 
Rev. Tony Callies, North Central Region Rep. d.callies@insightbb.com  
Minister, Bloomington, Illinois 
 
Rev. Belinda McCleese, Western Region Rep. Vineyardeaf@aol.com  
Minister/Counselor, Calvary Community Deaf Church, Norwalk, California 
 
Rev. Jimmy Schwyhart, Southern Region Rep.  jschwyhart@cox.net  
Pastor, Praise Deaf Assembly, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
Rev. Duane Somero, Northeastern Region Rep.  dsomero@verizon.net  
New England District Dir. and Pastor, Hands of Grac e, South Burlington, VT 

 

NF ALIVE - February 2008 
 

NF President:     Rev. Emory Dively 
Newsletter Editor:  Rev. Debbie Stiles 
 

This is the newsletter of the National 
Deaf Culture Fellowship (NF) of the 
Assemblies of God.  You are welcome 
to add your info, testimony, or story 
about what is happening!  Email to 
dstiles@austin.rr.com 
     The officers and editor reserve the 
right to add, change, or delete info 
depending on space limits.  All info 
must agree with Assemblies of God 
doctrine and practice.  This newsletter  
is for sharing information that will 
meet the purpose, needs, and goals of 
the National Deaf Culture Fellowship 
of the Assemblies of God.�
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“My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you.  
 

Greater love has no one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his 
friends. 
 

You are my friends if you do what 
I command.” 
 

         -- John 15:12-14 NIV 
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There is much more that can be done for Christian D eaf ministries - and not 
just with electronic technology.  We love “THE ARTS”  -- some examples are: 
· Writing, performing, or producing Christian dramas and skits. 
· Painting of small pictures, or doing large wall mur als in the church. 
· Praising with music.  Love “Deaf music”?  Love “Hea ring music” in ASL? 
· Christian storytelling, poems, writing, drawing car toons, photography, etc. 
· Clowning, juggling, gospel magic, visual object les sons, games, etc. 
· Graphic design skills - creating wonderful pictures  like this one below... 

After 5 years of planning and prayer, Calvary Commu nity Deaf Church in 
Norwalk, CA, began broadcasting the worship service s online through live 
video streaming starting in March of 2005.  For alm ost 3 years, the services 
happening 3 times each week have allowed Deaf peopl e from around the 
world to receive God’s Word thru the Internet.  Pas tor Fredore Crews 
knows, “There are thousands of Deaf in the U.S. - l iving in cities where no 
one is offering worship services in American Sign L anguage.” 
 

Pastor’s son, Chris Crews, works at Fox Network, is  a minister at the 
church, and has tons of technical experience.  Sinc e they began the internet 
ministry, connections have been logged from as far away as South Korea. 
 

To watch, see www.deafchurch.net      Here’s a recent broadcast at CCDC with Rev. Belinda  McCleese. 

(“Assembly of God News and Info” reported on Februa ry 1, 2008) 
DEAF CULTURE MINISTRIES MOVES TO EXPAND MINISTRY 

  

In order to increase its ministry productivity and effectiveness, the Assemblies 
of God Deaf Culture Ministries (DCM) office is maki ng a few changes, says DCM 
National Representative Kevin Babin. 
  

The ministry will still be located in Springfield, Missouri, however Babin has 
pursued and received approval to move the administr ative side of the ministry 
to his private office. 
  

"We want to be good stewards of what God has provid ed for the work of the 
ministry, and this will free up funds for ministry, " Babin explains. "It will enable 
us to expand and do more." 
  

Although the administrative side of the ministry is  moving, Babin says the only 
real difference for people will be the phone number  (417-848-7054). "I will still 
meet with people here at Headquarters when they com e into the city and want 
to meet," Babin explains. "This decision is simply a proactive move to expand 
our ability to minister." 
   

To contact Deaf Culture Ministries by e-mail, send messages to kbabin@ag.org 
or kmbabin@tmail.com. For standard mail, continue t o address it to: Deaf 
Culture Ministries, c/o Intercultural Ministries, 1 445 N. Boonville Ave., 
Springfield, MO 65802-1894. 

(continued from page 1) 

One of the most recent uses of technology is being done by Orange County 
Deaf Worship Center in Santa Ana, CA.  Rev. Pam Man g had a desire to reach 
Deaf people in a different way.  Since October of 2 006, the worship service is 
videotaped, edited on her home computer, then the v ideo of the Sunday 
service is posted on the popular YouTube site every  week - all in ASL. 
 

Pastor Bill Gipple, Pam Mang, and several guests at  OCDWC have appeared 
often on YouTube!  One of the most popular videos w as when the North 
Central University Deaf choir visited the church.  There are now more than 
100 videos put on the internet that have cost very little money.  Curious? 
Check on it at  www.youtube.com/user/grace4deaf  

What can you do??  Use your 
gifts and talents to draw people 
to our Lord Jesus Christ!! 


